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TO THE READER. 



This Rmfort is ai prefent printed and circulated 
fit the purpofe merely of procuring further itfmr* 
mationj refpeQing the ftate and bujbandry of ibis 
di^iffj and of enabling every one interejied in the 
welfare of this country^ to examine it fully ^ and con- 
tribute bis mite to its improvement. 

Tbe Society do not deem tbemfehes pkdpd t9 
any opimon given by tbe Autbor of tbis Survey; 
and tbey deftre^ tbat notbing contained in it be cm* 
fidered as tbeir fentiments ; tbey bave only pub* 
lijbed it J as tbe report of tbe gentleman^ wbofe 
name is affixed^ and tbey publijh itj for tbe com'- 
ments and obfervations of all perfons^ wbicb tbey 
entreat to be given freefy^ and tvitbout referve. 

It is therefore requejled^ tbat tbe obfervations on 
reading tbis work may be returned to tbe Dublin 
Society^ as foon as may be convenient^ and wbicb 
will meet witb tbe fulleji attention in a future 
edition^ • 
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DEDICATION. 

TO HIS EXCMXENCY , 

PHILIP EARL OF HARDWICKE, 

I 

LORD LIEUTENANT CENSRAL, AND GENERAL GOVERNOR 

OF IRELAND, 

I 

PBESIDENT OF THE DUBLIN SOCIETY, 

&C. &C. &€, &C. 



^ MY LORD9 

\ ' AS I am dcq>ly fenfiUe of the diftinguiihcd 

' Vs> honour, whidi your Excellency has conferred on 

me, by fo kindly permitting the following work 

to be dedicated to your Excellency, fo am I parti- 

<;iibrly iiappy as an individual, to embrace this 

A opportunity of exprefCng the grateful fenfe of 

7^ obligation which is felt, by your Lordihip's attcn-- 

^ tioQ to the completion of the Statiflical Surveys 

^ AC of 
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iv DEDICATION, 

of Ireland. Inadequate as have been my exer- 
tions for the elucidation of fo important a fub* 
je&^ jet in this inftance, under fuch eicalted pro- 
tedion, it will doubtlefs be a ftimulus to others, 
to contribute their information towards the per* 
feffion of a work of fuch general utility, to which 
your Lordfhip looks forward with an anxious con- 
cern, and an eameft co-operation with the Dublin 
Society, whofe patriotic exertions for the improve- 
ment of our foil, and the extenfion of our agricul* 
ture, have never been more eminently ft^ccefsful 
than under your Excellency's rcfpeAed prefideocy. 
That thefe important ccxicems may be long un- 
der the happy influence of fo competent a ruler, 
is the true wifh of his Majefty's loyal fubjeds of 
Ireland, and of none more lincerely than of him, 
vho with all poflible deference .has At honbor to 
fubfcribe hnnfelf, ^ 

... My Lord, 

Your Excellency's mod: truly devoted^' 
and mod £uthfci), ;^ 

humble fcrvant, 
CHARLES COOTE. 
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PREFACE- 



' IN the happy moment of returning pcacc> 
in this enlightcned'cra, when knowledge is more 
generally and univerfally diffcminated, when the 
licentioufnefs, which difgraced the *clofe of the laft 
century, has been cruftied in his Majefty's fa- / 
voured realms, by the fteady adminiftration of 
juftice, and the firmncfs of our government, the 
minds of the people muft again return to their 
true interefts, -the improvement of our foil, and 
the c3Eteniion of our agriculture. 

Was the fubjeft of the following Iheets to be 
confined to the theory of hufbandry, it would 
sever have been undertaken by fo inexperiencedi 
a band; but in the Statiftical Surveys of the coun- 
ties of Ireland, much more is neceffiiry t6 be 
&ewn^ confiderably mort^ indeed, than it is in the 
power of an individual to accomplifh. How then 
are we to attain the knowledge of ourfclves, but 
by a general concurrence, and that each indivi- 
dual fiiall according to his abilities join his mite in 

fo important a concern ? 

It 
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It may be a weary talk, and doubtlefs it is, to 
compile the various opinions of farmers on the 
fubjeft of agriculture, and the ftate of their coun- 
try; and difficult indeed, if not impradicable, to 
clearly diftinguiih fafis, in fo contradidory and 
too often partial information; this requires a per- 
feverance and affiduity, which is ail the merit the 
Author can claim : the ground-work' being laid 
by this minute enquiry, it will be an eafy matter 
to make a correA i^tement in another edition, if 
the gentlemen and experienced farmers of the 
county, to which it relates, join th$;ir remarks and 
correft the errors, which doubtlefs muft be foiund. 
It is indeed the duty of every capable perfon to 
contribute to the Statiftical Surveys df Ireland ; 
the bright example of the firft magiftrate of the 
country patronizing fuch a work, muft evince its 
importance, and the pure and refpedabk fociety, 
who contribute their purfe and their unwearied 
patriotic exertions for our profjperity, have in no 
inftance been more eameftly engaged, than in the 
furtherance and completion of this defign; I truft 
then, that fuch high and exalted patronage, fuch 
laudable and patriotic views (hall not be fruitlcfs in 
this county, where the true intercfts of the trade of. 

the 
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PREFACE. v% 

the ftaple commodity of the nation are fb well uti- 
derftood, and where there are fo many gentlemen 
capable of giving fuch valuable information, as 
well of the agriculture as of the manufadure of 
the county. 

If thefe defirable and ianguine wifhes iball be . 
fulfilled, then indeed would a work of intriniic 
merit appear, which would doubtle& be of the 
firft importance to agriculture, a fdence which re-* 
quires not the panegyric of mj feeble pen; the 
world is now convinced, that the happinefs and 
wealth, or the ipifery and poverty of a nation de- 
pend on the proper or improper occupation of 
her foil, and that the produce of the fields is the 
trued dependence of commerce, and thcf fureft 
fupport of the ftate. 
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General 
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X SUGGESTIONS 

GenenI pricei , 
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Nature of manures*. 

GENERAL SUBJECTS. 
Population, 

Number and fize of villages and towns. 
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Sutc 
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Suteof edttcadooi fchools, and charitable inftitiitioii|» 

■ of abfentee and refident proprietors, 
-»— of circolationof mooey or paper, 
— of fanning or agricultural (bdeties, 
— — ^ of manufadluresy whether increafing, 
■■ of encouragement to them, and th^ peculiar aptnefk of 

the ii^tuation for their extenfioo, 
— — of mills of every kind, 
— - of plantations and planting, 

— — - of the effects of the encouragement heretofore given to 
them by the Society, particularifed in the lift annexed. 
— ^- of any improvements which may occur for future en- 
couragement, and particularly for the prefervation of 
the trees, when planted, 
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Price of timber and ftate of it, in the county, 
Quantity of bog and wafte ground, 
PoiEbility and means of improving it, 
Obftacles to it and beft means of removing them. 
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increafing. 
Account of towers, caftles, monafterieSf ancieot buildiagSi or 

places remarkable for any hiftorical event, 
Churches*— refident clergy, glebes and glebe houfes. 
Whether the county has been aftnally furveyed, when and 

whether the furvey is publifhed. 
Weights and meafures, liquid or dry— in what inflances are 

weights afligned for meafures— or we virfd. 
The weight or roeafure, by which grain, flour, poutoes, inttier^ 

^c. are fold. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



CiAVAN has been celebrated in the hit 
torles of the wars of Ireland for its faft- 
nefles, woods^ bogs, and all the natural im-' 
pediments which are fo formidable in war- 
fare ; but it had very little eUe to recommend 
it, until the linen manufa£hire \ras engaged 
in, which has now acquired fuch a firm foun- 
dation — ^Nor is there much notice made of 
this county in the ancient reports^ until 
in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King^ 
James, a pretty minute political enquiry was 
made by Sir John Davies then Attorney- 
General. 

It may therefore be acceptable to recite fo 
much from his biftorical trads as relate to 
this county, which are as follows : 

** As for Cavan, otherwife called Breny Ore- 
lye or O'Relies Country, the late troubles 
had fo unfettled the pofleflions thereof, which 
indeed were never well diftinguifhed and ef-^ 
tabliihed, as it was doubtful in whom the 
chiefrie of that country refted, or if the chief 
lord had been known, yet was it as uncer- ^ 
tain what demefnes, or duties he ought to 

b have 
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*^ have. And for the particular tenants, they 
were fo many times removed and rejeded, 
as their titles and poffeffions were as doubt-^ 
ful as the lords. True it is, that Sic John 
Perrott being deputy purpofinf Ae reforma-* 
• tion and fettling of tha» comtry ; and to that 
end, indentures «eie drawn between himfelf, 
in behalf oi Cbe late queen, on the one part, 
and Sir John O'Relic, then chief lord of the 
mtoMy^ on the other; whereby Sir John 
C^Relie did covenant to furrender th^ whole, 
unto the queen, and Sir John Perrott, on the 
other part, did covenant, that letters patent 
fhould be made unto him of the yrhole. 
Hbwbeit/ there followed no effe£t of this: 
fbr neither was there any furrender made by 
Sir John 0*Relie, neither was there any pa- 
tent granted unto him, during Sir John Per- 
rott's time, marry afterwards, when the late 
Lord . Chancellor, and Sir Henry Wallop, 
w;ere Lords Jufiices, certain commiffioners 
were Jent down to divide the country into 
baronies and to fettle the chief Septs and fa-* 
milies therein ; which they did in this man^ 
ner: The whole country being divided into 
&ven baronies, they ailigned two unto Sir 
John O'Relie, free from all public charges 
and contributions; a thijd barony they al* 
lotted to Philip O'Relie, brother to Sir John 
b^Relie} a fourth to Edmond O'Relie, un- 
cle 
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<* ctetalSr JolmO'Rcffie; afift&Co (Kefons 
of one Hugh CKRelie furnamed the Prior : 
aod oiit of rhe rhree baronies, whereof Sir 
John OTldte was not pofTefled, they referved 
unto him a chief rent, of tenfiiilKngs out of 
every pd& (being a pchrtiott of land containing 
three icore acres or thereabouts) in^ lieu of 
all Irt(h cttttiogs an'd taxes. As for the other 
rvro baronies poflfeffed by the SIcpts of M^Rer- 
n«n, and M^Ganrd, being remote and bor- 
dering upon 0*Rorke's country, they were 
toegfeaed and left fubjeffc ftrll to the Iriih ex- 
aAfoni of the chief lord; but to the crown 
they referved upon the whole country a 20 
beevies^ which the deputy ever (ince hath ta- 
ken for bis provi&m. This cKvifion, or e£ 
taUtfliment, #as made and reduced to wri- 
ting, as one of the commiflionerg, who is 
fet Kying, told me ; who toM me withal, 
that they were weH paid for their pains : for 
he, that bad leaft, had an hundred fat beeves 
given him by the country; yet cannot we 
find any return of this commifnon, either in 
the Cbundl Bbok, or in the Chancery. So 
as hitherto there were only projeifibs made 
for the iectling of the country, but nothing 
was realty and efiedhially done ; none of the 
rules and ceremonies of the law obfcrved, 
either by accepting fbrrenders, or regrftnting 
the land back again, or by any other lawful 
b 2 conveyance 
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«« conveyance, or execution of eftatei • After 
this Sir John d'Reli^ died in rebellion; 
whereupon his brother Philip O'Relie took' 
upon him the name of O'Relie, and poflefled t 
him&lf of the country as Tannift and chief 
Lord, according to the Irifh^cuftom; and 
being fo poflefled, was flain in rebellion : af* 
ter his death, Edmond O'Relie, his uncle, 
ente^ in like manner, and was killed ia 
adual rebellion. Since the death /of Edmond^ 
none of that Sept was elefted or created 
O'Relie, but the chiefirie of the country fiood 
doubtful till the end of the wars : then a niece 
of the Earl of Ormond bein^ the widow of 
Mulmora O'Relie (eldeft fon of Sir John 
O'Relie, which Mulmora had been always 
loyal, and was flain on the Queen's part), 
fuppofing that Sir John O'Relie held the 
country by grant, from the late queen (which 
indeed he never did), caufed an inquifition 
tp be taken, whereby it was found, that Sir 
John O'Relie was feized of the country in 
fee, and died feized ; after whofe death, the 
country defcended to Mulmora, who like^ 
wife died feized, his heir being within age 
and Ms majefty's ward : thereupon fhe made 
fuit to Sir George Gary, then iiOrd-Deputy, 
as well for the grant of the wardfliip, as for 
the affignment of her dower; whereag in* 
deed, the land never defcended, according 

to 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. v 

** to the courfe of the common law ; but now 
was ever held by Tannls, according to the Irilh 
cuftom, whereby there could grow neither 
wardlhips nor dower. For, the Tannift com- 
ing in by clecUon, neither did bis heir ever 
Inherit^ neither was his wife ever endowed. 
Howbeitj Sir George Gary, by a warrant 
from the Council Table only, did afflgn unto her 
the third part of the profit of the country^ 
and gave her withal the cuftody of the body 
of her fon, but the cuftody of the land during 
the King^s pleafure he committed unto one 
Mulmora 0*ReIie, great uncle to the fuppo- 
ibd ward, whereof the poor gentleman hath 
made Iltde benefit, becaufe not being created 
0*Relie by them, they would not fuffer -him 
to cut and exaft, like an Irifli lord, neither 
would they fuffer him to receive the eftablifh- 
ment made by the commiflioners, becaufe it 
had been broken and rejefted by Philip and 
Edmond, who fince held the country as Tan- 
nift, or Irifh chieftains. !n thefe uncertain 
terms, ftood the pofleffions of Brevye, which 
we now call the county of Cavan.'* 

Afiera nciial rfbis circuit through Fcrmanagff 
and Monagban counties^ Sir John Davids giv^s 
an account of bis proceedings in Cavan as fol- 
lows^ viz* 

« HavingTpent fix or feven days in this 
waftc country, we raifcd our camp, and re- 

turned 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ INTRODUCTION. 

<^ turned the fame way;, which we had paffod 
before^ iato the county of Monaghan, and 
lodging the fecon'd night not far from the 
Abbey of Clonays^ we qime the third day 
to Cavan^ and pitched our tent$ on the £>uth 
fide of that poor Iriih town. The appear^ 
ance of this place was very full» for not only 
the natives of the county of Cavan, but alfo^ 
many inhabitants of W<ftmeath and other 
parts of the pale bordering upon this country, 
whereof fome pretended title to land, others 
came to demand debts, and others to give 
eyidence againft felons, repsured. to this isC* 
£ons, the chief of which was the Baron of 
Delvyn^ who came attended with many foU 
lowers. 

r 

My Lord*Deputy having a purpofe to pur- 
file the fame courfe in the fcrvice here, which 
had been holden in the other two counties, 
caufed forthwith a coramiffion to. be drawn 
and pafied the Seal, whereby the Judges of 
,aflige, and others, were authoriCed to en- 
quire of all lands efcheated to the crown in 
this county by attainder, outlalirry, or adual 
killing in rebellion of apy perfon ; or by any 
other means whatfoever. For the difpatdi 
of this bufineis, a jury was impanncHed of 
the beft Knights and Gentlemen that were 
prefent ; whereof fome were foreign inhabi- 
tants of che paI<B.) and, yet freeholders of this 

x:ouaty; 
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*^ county ; and the reft were the chief of every 
Iriih Sept, natives of this county; we re- 
ceived two presentments from them : the firft 
of fundry freeholders, who were flain in the 
late rebellion, and of fuch lands as they were 
feverally feized of at the fame time of their 
killings; the fecond was^ that Philip O'Relie, 
who was, according to the cuftom of the 
country, created O^Relie, and was Lord or 
Chieftain of the whole country, being feized 
of all lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
in Breny O'Relie, in Domnio fuo ut de foedo 
&jure (for thefe arc the words of the inqui- 
fition), was flain in a^al rebellion: and, 
again they found, that after the death of Phi- 
lip, one Edmund O'Relie was, after the like 
cuftom of the country, created O'Relie, and 
was in like manner feized of the country; 
and being To feized, was flain in rebellion; 
alio they found laftly, that Sir John O'Relie, 
who wfis Chieft^n and Tannift of the couii* 
try, long befgre Philip and Edmond did ad- 
here to the Earl of Tyrone, and other rebels ; 
and died an a£lual rebel againft the crown. 
This Inquifition was found with fome dlfficuU 
ty, becaufe the jurors themfelves, all claim* 
ing and pretending to be freeholders of land 
within that county, were jealous, left their 
particular freeholds might be found efcheated 
by this office; becaufe, in time of rebellion, 

thefe 
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^' thefe Lotds or Chieftains, by their Iriih cut« 
tings and exadions, took the. profits of the 
whole country at their pleafure, and fo might 
be faid to be feized of all the country in De- 
mefhe, when they were fls^in in rebellion: 
But fome of the jury being learned in the law, 
informed the reft, that by the words, in Do- 
mniofuo ut de foedo &f juriy not only lands 
in Demefhe, or pofieflion, but a feniory or 
chiefry may be underftood, and thereupon 
they were content to put their feals to the 
Inquiiition, which being drawn and engrofled 
in parchment^ by one of the Commiffioners, 
was prefented unto them. By thefe two of- 
fices the gr^teft part of this county, if not 
all, is vefted in pofleffion of the crown; but 
becaufe my Lord-Deputy conceived his Ma- 
jefty*s pleafure to be, that the natives of 
the country, to whom his Highnefs had 
granted his general pardon, ihall be re-efta- 
bliibed in their pofleflions, which they peace* 
ably held, before the late war (albeit I do 
not underftand that his Lordfliip hath any 
particular direction touching the difpofition 
of this country of Breny O^Relie) ; his Lord- 
fliip therefore thought fit to look back to the 
time before the rebellion; and to inform 
himfelf how evcty man's po&flion flood at 
that time, and thereupon commanded of us 
to take the like pains as were taken in Fer- 
managh, 
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^^ managh, and in the like order and method 
to diftinguifh the poffeflbrs and pofTeflions of 
this country, which was the more eaiily per- 
' formed, becaufe in the Iriih countries, where 
the cuftom of tanniftry is not extinguifhed, 
the tenures are every where, alike. There 
is firft a general chieftain of every country, 
or territory, which hath fome demcfnes, and 
many houfehold provifions yielded unto him 
by all the inhabitants ; under him every fept 
or furname hath a particular chieftain or tan- 
nic, which has likewife his peculiar demefnes 
and duties, and their pofleffions go by fuc- 
ceflion or eIe6lion entirely, without any di* 
vifion: but all the other lands, holden by 
the inferior inhabitants, are partable in courfe 
of Gavelkind, wherein there is no difference 
made between legitimate fons and baftards; 
and therefore both thefe cufioms, both of 
Tannilhry and Gavelkind, in this kingdom, 
are lately, by the opinion of all the Judges 
here, adjudged to be utterly void Jta lawj* 

and 

, • In Hilary Term, 3 of James I. See Sir J. Davies's 
Reports, p. 40. ^ The Iriih Gavelkind, which was ex- 
tremely different from the fame cuflom in Kent, was de- 
clared by all the Judges to be void in law ; not only for 
its ituonvemaice and unreafonahUnefsf but becaufe it was a 
mere perfonal cuftom,, which tended to alter the defcent 
of inheritances, contrary to the courfe of the common law, 
which King James had, with a wife policy, extended over 
all the Irifh countries^ 
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^* and as they are void, fo fhail they be fhardf 
avoided and extinguifhed, either by furrendor 
or refumption of all the lands, which are b 
bolden. 

My Lord-Deputy having received the like 
furvey of the lands, and the like diftindtion or 
lift of the freeh6lders in this country,' as was 
prefented to his Lordfliip in M'Guyre's* coun* 
try, deferred the difpofition and fettling thereof 
until his return to DubUn, having a purpofe in 
Michaelmas term to make a perfed efiablifli- 
ment of thefe three coundes. 

The ftate of the lay pofieffions being difco- 
vered, we did not omit to enquire of the num- 
ber and value of the parfonages and vicarages, 
of the reparation of the churches, and of the 
quality of their incumbents ; by which inqutfi- 
tion we found, that the greatefi number of the 
parfonages are appropriate unto two great ab- 
beys lying within the Engliih pale, viz. the ab- 
bey of Fower in Weftmeath, granted to the 
Baron of Delvyn, and the abbey of Kells, 
whereof one Gerarde Flemynge is farmer. 
To the firft of thefe fourteen parfonages with- 
in this county are appropriate, and to the 
other eight, befidesT there are two or three 
more belonging in like manner to the abbey 
of Cavan, in thiscounty, beingnowinpofleffion 
of Sir James Dillon* As for the vicarages, 

they 

* Fermaoaglv 
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<< tbey are to poorly endowed, as ten of them 
being united will fcarce fuffice to ^Mf^tftin 
an iioneft miniften For the cliurcbes, they are 
for the moft part in ruina } fuch as were pre- 
iented to be in reparation, are covered only 
with thatch. But the incumbents, both par- 
fons and vican, did appear to be fuch, poor, 
ragged, ignorant creatures (for we iaw many 
of them in the camp) as we could net efieem 
any of tbem worthy of the meaneft of thofe 
livings, albeit many of them are not worth 
above 40s. per annum* This country doth lie 
within the diocefe of of Kilmore, whoie biihop 
(Robert Draper) was and is paribn of Trym, 
in Meath, which is the beft parfonag^ in ^1 
the kingdom; and is a manx>f this country 
birth, worth well nigh 400!. a^year : he doth 
live now in thefe par^y where he hath two bi- 
ihoprics ; but there is no divine iervice or fer- 
mon to be heard within either of his dioceies. 
His Lordihip might have iaved us this labour 
of enquiry, touching matters ecclefiaftical, if 
he had been as careful to fee the churches re* 
paired and fupplied with good incumbents, as 
he is diligent in vifiting his barbarous clergy, 
to make benefit out of their unfuffidency, ac- 
cording to the proverb, which is common in 
the mouth of one of our great biihops here : 
tbat an Irijh Prieft is betUr than a mlcb cow. 

Laftly, 
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^^ Laftly, oor gaol-delivery was greater in this 
county, and the civil caufes were more in num- 
ber, and of better confideration and value^ 
than thofe that did arife in the other two 
^res, which we had pad before ; yet we finilh- 
ed all our bufinefs here within five or fix days, 
and after returned to Dublin about the 22d of 
Augu&. This report of our fervice in the 
county of Cavan, I have contraded and deli- 
vered fummarily, as well for that I doubt I 
have been too large in the preceding difcourfe, 
as alfo, becaufe we held an uniform proceed- 
ing, and did, in a manner, the fame things, 
which we had performed in the other places of 
feffions/' 

Js Sir John Davks^s Letter to the Earl rf 
Satijhury particularly relates to ibis county^ / 
fliaU alfo take leave to ftih^oin %U 
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FROM 



SIR JOHN DA vies; 



JUy mofl honourable good Lofi. 

THOUGH I perform this duty^ of adTer^^ 
tiling your Lordflup how we proceed in the 
phntation of Ulfterj very late; yet I cannot 
accuie my&lf either of floth, or forgetfulnefs, 
in that behalf; but my true excuie is the flow' 
difpatch xA Sir Oliver Lambert from hence, 
into whole hands I thought to have given 
theie letters more than a month fince. 

In the perambulation, which we made this 
fummer over the efcheated counties |n Ulfter, 
we performed four principal points of our 
commiffion. 

I. Firft, the land affigned to the natives, 
we diftributed amon^ the natives, in different 
quantides and portions, according to their dif- 
ferent qualides and deferts. 

a* Next, 
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a. Next, we made the like diilribution of 
the lands allotted to the fervitors. 

3. Thirdly, we publifhed by proclamation 
in each county, what lands wore granted to 
Britiih undertakers, and what to fervitors^ 
and what to natives : to the end that the na- 
tives ihould remove firom the prednds allotted 
to the Britoiis, whereupon a dear plantation is 
to be made of Eng^iih and Scottifli^ without 
Irifh, and to fettle upon the lands aiSigned to 
natives and iervitors^ where there fluU be 
mixed plantation of Englifh and Irifh together* 

4. Laftly, to the Britifli undertakers^ who 
are for the moft part come over, we gave feiacen 
and po&Qion of their feveral portions; and 
afigned them timber fbr their fbveral build-* 

ZSg8^ 

Wb began at thd Cavan, where (as it blkOs 
mit in ail matta:^ of importance) we found the 
firft accefii and entry into the bufinefi t&e wiA 
difficult. Of our proceeding here, my tefKirt 
to^ your Lordihip ihatt be the larger, becanfe 
tie bs& prednA in this couiitjr feU to your 
Lordlhip's lot to be di^ftd ; and the under* 
takers thereof do fUU espcft to be fay your 
Lordlhip countenanced and prote£bed« The 
inhabitants of this country do border upon 
the Englifh pale, where they have many ao 
^aintances and alliances } by means wbcratf 

ti»y 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTRODUCTION. xv 

they have learned to talk of a freehold, and of 
eftates of inheritance, which the poor natives 
of Eermanagh and Xyrconnel could not fpeak 
of; although thefe men had no other, nor bet-* 
ter eftate than they ; that is, Only a fcambling 
and tranlitory poiTcilion, at the pleafure of the 
chief of every fept. 

When the proclamation was publiihed touch* 
ing their removal (which was done in the pub- 
lic ieffion-houfe, the Lord Deputy and Com« 
miffioners being prefeilt,} a lawyer of the pale, 
retadned by them, cfid endeavour to maintain, 
that they had eftates of inheritance in their 
pofleilions, which their chief lords could not 
forfeit; and therefbre, in their name, defired 
two things: firft, that they might be admitted 
tb traverfe the offices which had been found of 
thofe lands; fecondly, that they might have 
the benefit of a prOcIaihadon made about five 
years fince, whereby the perfons, lands, and 
goods, of all his Majefty's fubjects, were taken 
into his royal protedion. 

To^his the King's attorney, being command^ 
ed by the Lord Deputy, made anfwer : That 
he was glad this bccafion was offered, of de- 
claring and fetting forth his Majefty's juft tide, 
as well for his Majeflys honour (who, being 
the moft juft Prince living, would not difpofIe(s 
the meaneft of his fubjedts wrongfully, to gain 
many fuch kingdoms,) as for the fatisfadion 

Qf 
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of the natives themfelves, and of all the 
world; for his Majefty's right, it fliall ap- 
pear, faid he, that his Majefty may and 
ought to difpofe of thefe lands, in fuch man-* 
ner as he hath done, and is about to do, m 
law, in confcience, and in honour. 

In law ; whether the cafe be to be ruled by 
our law, of England, which is in force; or 
by their own Brehon law, which is aboliihed 
and adjudged no law, but a lewd cuftom. 

It is our rule in our law, that the King is 
I^ord Paramount of all the land in the king- , 
dom ; and that all his fubjeds hold their pof- 
fefllons of him, mediate or immediate. 

It is another rule of our law, that where 
the tenant's eftate doth fail and determine, 
the lord of whom the land is holden may« 
enter, and difpofe thereof at his pleafure. . 

Then thofe lands in the county of Cavan^ 
which was 0'Relie*s country, are all holdea 
of the King ; and becaufe the captainfhip or 
chiefry of O'Relie is aboliflied by aft of par- 
liament, by ftat, 2d of Elizabeth; and alfo 
becaufe two of the chief lords elefted by the 
country have been lately flain in rebellion 
(which is an attainder in law), thefe lands 
are holden immediately of his Majefty. 

If then the King's Majefty be immediate 
chief lord of thefe lands, let us fee what ef- 

tates 
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tates the tenants or pofleiTors have, by the rules 
of the common law of £pgUnd. 

Either they have an eftatc^ of inheritance, or 
alefler eftate^ a lefler eftate they do not claim; 
or if they did, they ought to (hew the creation 
thereof, which they cannot do. 

If they have an eftate of inheritance, their 
lands ought to defcend to a certain heir; but 
neither their chiefries, nor their tenancies, did 
ever defcendto a certain heir; therefore they 
have no eftate of inheritance. 

Their chiefries were ever carried, in a courie 
of tanniftry, to the eldeft and ftrongeft of the 
fept, who held the fame during life, if he were 
not ejected by a ftr.onger. 
^ This eftate of the chieftain or tannift hath 
been lately adjudged no eftate in law, but only 
a tranfitory and fcambling poileftion. 

Their inferior tenancies did run in another 
courfe, like the old gavelkind in Wales^ where 
the baftards had their portion, as well as the le- 
gitimate ; which portion they held not in per- 
petuity, but the chief of the fept did once in 
two or three years fhuffle and change their pof* 
feflions by new partitions and divifions; which 
made their eftates fo uncertain, as that, by opi* 
nion of all the judges in this kingdom, this 
pretended cuftom of gavelkind is adjudged 
and declared void ia law. 

c ' And 
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And as thefe men had no certain eftates of. 
inheritance, fo did they never till now claim 
any fuch eftate, nor conceive that their lawful 
heirs ihould inherit the land which they pof- 
(efled ; which is manifeil by two arguments ; 

1. They never efieemed lawful matrimony, tor 
the end that they might have lawful heirs ; 

2. They never did build any houfes, nor plant 
orchards, or gardens, nor take any care of their 
pofterities. If thefe men had no eftates in lawy 
either in their mean chiefries, or in their infe- 
rior tenancies, it followcth, that if his Majefty, 
who is the undoubted lord paramount, do 
feize and difpofe thefe lands, they can make 
no title againft his Majefty or bis patentees, 
and confequently cannot be admitted to tra- 
verfe any office of thofe lands; for, without 
fhewing a title, no man can be admitted to trx- 
verfe an office. 

Then have they no eftates by the rules of 
the common law ; for the Brehon law, if it 
were a law in force, and not an unreafonable 
cuftom, is abolifhed; yet even by that Irifii 
cuftom, his Majefty, having the fuprcme chief- 
rie, may difpofe the profits of all the lands at 
his pleafure, and confequently the land itfelf ; 
for the land and the profit of thejand, are all 
one ; for he that was O'Relic, or chieftain of 
the country, had power to cut upon all the 
inhabitants, high, or low, as pleafed him ; 
which argues they held their lands of the chief 

lord 
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lord in viOaina^, and therefore they are pro- 
perly called natives; for Mtivtis^ in our old re- 
gifter of writs, doth fignify a villein; and the 
writ to recover a villein is entitled De, nativo 
babendoi and in that adion the pbintijQf doth 
declare that he and his anceftors, time out of 
mind, were wont tallicr baui ^ bas upon the 
villein, and his anceftors; and thence comes 
the phrafe of cuttings ufed among the Iriih at 
this day. 

Thus then it appears, that as well by the 
Irifli cuftom, as the law of England, his Majef- 
ty may, at his pleafure, feize thefe lands, and 
difpofe thereof. The only iicruple which re« 
mains confifts in this point : — Whether the 
King may, in confcience, or honour, remove 
the ancient tenants, and bring in ibrangers 
among them. 

Truly his Majefty may not only take this 
courfe lawfully but is bouiid ip confcience fo 
to do. 

For being the undoubted rightful King of 
this realm ; fo as the people and land are com- 
mitted by the Divine Majefty to his charge 
,and government, his Majefty is bound in con* 
fcience to ufe all lawful and juft courfes to re- 
duce his people from barbarifm to civility : the 
negleft whereof, heretofore, hath been laid as 
an imputadon upon the crown of England, 
Now civility cannot poifibly be planted among 
them, but by this mixt plantation of civil men^ 
c 2 which 
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ivhich Hkewife could not be without removal 
and tranfplantation of fome of the natives^and 
fettling of their poflef&ons in a courfe of com- 
mon law; for if themfelves were fnffered to 
poffefs the whole country, as their fepts have 
done for many hundred of years paft^ they 
would never (to the end of the worlds build 
houfds, make townfliips, or villages, or ma- 
manure, or improve the land as it ought to 
be; therefore it ftands neither with chriftian 
policy nor confcience, to fuffer fo good and 
fruitful a country to Ke waftc like a wilder- 
nefs, when his Majcfty may lawfully difpofc it 
to fuch perfons as will make a- civil plantation 
thereupon. 

Again, his Majefty make take this courfe in 

confcience, becaufe it tendeth to the good df 

the inhabitants many ways; for half their land 

doth now lie wafte, by reafon whereof that 

*which is habited is not improved to half the 

value ; but when the undertakers are planted 

^atnong them (there beihg place and fcope 

enough both for them, and for the narives,) 

and that all the land ihall be fully Hocked and 

manured, 500 acres will be of better value 

than 5000 are now, Befidcs, where before 

their eftates were altogether uncertain and 

tranfitory, fo as their heirs did nevpr inherit, 

•they ihall noW have certain eftates of inherit* 

ance, the portion alloted unto them, which 

they 
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they, and tiidr children, after theoo^ ihall enj^y 
witk iccuiity* 

Agaia^ his Majefty's confdence may be fa- 
ti^ficdy IB that his Majcfty feeks npt his own 
profit, but doth fufier lofs by thi$ plant^tioo, 
as well ia expence of his treafure as in the di* 
mixiutiou of his revenue : for the entertain- 
ment of comuiifiioners heire and in ]^ngland» 
and the extraordinary charge of the army fgr 
the guard of the Ix)rdrDeputy and (;ottQcil, 
in feveral journies made into Ulfter about 
this bufinefs only, bath drawn no fmaU fum of 
money out of his Majefty's coffers^ within thefe 
three years; and whereas Tyrone did the laft 
year yield unto his ^jefty toooA for four 
years to come, it will yi^ld nothing; and af- 
terwards the fee-farm of the undertakers will 
not amount to 6oo/. per annum. 

Again, when a projeA was made for the di- 
viCLoni of that country about 20 years lince. 
Sir John O'Relie bdng then chief lord and 
captain, they all agreed (before divers commiP 
' fioners fent from the date to fettle that coun- 
^try) that Sir John O'Rel^e Ihould have two 
entire baronies in demefne, and loi. out of 
every poll in the other five baron|e9 ; which is 
much more than his IVIajefty, who hath titlo 
to all the land in demeihe, as well as to the 
chiefry, hath now given to undertakers, pr re-! 
Curved (o ^imlelf. 

uaiYt 
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Laftly, this traofplantation of the natives 
is made by his.* Majefty rather like a father 
than like a lord or monarch. The Romans 
tranfplanted whole nations out of Germany 
into France: the Spaniards lately removed 
all the Moors out of Grenada into Barbary, 
without providing them any new feats there ; 
when the Englifh Pale was firft planted, all 
the natives were clearly expelled, fo as not 
one Irifh family had fa much as an acre of 
freehold in all the five counties of the Pale : 
and now, within thefe four years paft, the 
Greames were removed from the borders of 
Scotland to this kingdom, and had not one 
foot of land allotted unto them here: but 
but thefe natives of Cavan having competent 
portions of land affigned unto them, many 
of them in the fame barony wherfe they dwelt 
before, and fuch as are removed are planted 
in the fame county, fo as his Majefty doth in 
this imitate the fkilfut hufbandman, who doth 
remove his fruit trees, not with a purpofe 
to extirpate and deftroy them, but that they 
may bring better and fweeter fruit after the 
tranfplantation. 

Thefe and other arguments were ufed by 
the attorney to prove that his Majefty might 
juftly difpofe pf thofe lands both in law, in 
confcience, and in honour ; wherewith the ' 
natives feemed not unfadsfied in reafon, though 

they 
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they remaioecL in their paffions difcontented, 
being much grieved to leave their poffeflions 
CO ftraogers,, vtrhich they had fo long after 
their manner enjoyed; howbeit my Lord- 
Peputy did fo tnix threats virich entreaty^ pre-^ 
^ibu/que minoi regaliter oddity as they promifed 
to give way to the undertakers, if the SheriiF 
by vtrarrant of the Commiffioners did put them 
in poffeflion: which they have performed 
like obedient and loyal fubjeds. Howbeit 
we do yet doubt that fome of them will ap- 
peal into England, and therefore 1 have pre* 
fumed to trouble your Lordfhip with this rude 
difcourfe at large, that your Lordfhip may 
underfiand upon what grounds we have pro- 
ceeded, efpecially in that county where your 
Lordihip's precind doth lie. 

The eyes of all the natives in Ulfter wei^e 
turned upon this county: therefore when 
they faw the difficulty of the bufinefs over- 
come here, their minds were the better pre- 
pared to fubmit themfelves to the courfe pre- 
fpribed by his Majefty for the plantation; 
and the fervice was afterwards performed in 
the reft of the counties with le(s contradic- 
tions. The Britiih undertakers are preparing 
their materials for the eredion of their build- 
ings the, next fpring : the fervitors and natives 
are taking out their letters patent with aa 
much expedition s^s is poflible. The agents 

for. 
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for London have made better preparation fot 

the ereftioil of their new city at Colrane than 

cxpeAed ; for we found there fuch ftore of 

tiinber and other materials brought in pla* 

ces, and fuch a nuniber of workmen fo bufy, 

in feveral places, about their feveral talks, 

as methoiight I fa^ tMdo's colony ereftin^ 

(if Carthage, m Virgil. 

Inftant ardentes Tyrii : pars ducere muros, 

Molirique arcem, &manibusfubvoIverefaxa; 

Pars optare locum tedo, & concludere fuko. 

Fervet opus, &c* 

Thus, craving pardon and prefenting my 
humble fervice to your Lordlhip, I leave the 
fame to the divine prefervation, and conti* 
nue ybur Lordfhip's in all humble duties, 

yO. DAVIES. 

DuUio, 8th Nov. 
1610. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

This worthy fervitor. Sir Oliver Lambert, 
is like to prove a good planter in the county 
of Cavan ; whereof he hath made better proof 
than any man of our nation, having, at his 
own charge, voluntarily made a lingular good 
plantation in the wild and moft dangerous 
places in Leinfter, more for the common- 
v^ealth than his own profit. 

As ^0 the antiquities of this County they princi- 
pally conjtfi of Danijh forts infome of which have 

been 
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bienfoundinafurej andfome M and curious re* 
tkh ; and as in fever al places are to be feen cairns 
er heaps ofjhnes^ it may not be unacceptable to 
give General Vallancey^s opinion of thefe ancient 
monuments y and as I promifed fome of my friends 
tbii explanation^ I very willingly perform the en-- 
gagementy asfupported byfo able an antiquarian. 

Cairn or a heap of ftones, fays the General, 
are large mounds of ilones found in diflerent 
parts of Irehnd, and indeed in nioft countries 
of Europe. They were the fepulchres of the 
ancient Celtic heroes, efpecially of celebrated 
commanders of armies, and founders of co* 
lonies. On thefc mounds facrifices Were of- 
fered in honour of the Earth, or univerfal 
nature, on the eve of the firft of November, 
from whence they were denominated Tlacbga, 
or temples of Vefla.by the Iri(b, but Andate 
by the ancient Britons. Spoils and prifoners 
taken in war were alfo frequently facrfiiced 
on them, in order to appeafe the manes 
of the departed worthies, after the' manner 
of the ancient Mexicans. Here was exercifed 
a fpecies of divination denominated the Ob^ 
in order to confult the fpirit of ancient times, 
relative to future events. As repofitories of 
the dead^ they were frequently called Mogh. 
ad-air, or Mogh-*air-cair.nagh, that is tern* 
pies, fanduaries, or cairns of Mogh or So- 
dorn, the genius who prefided tiver human 
affairs, and the manes of the dead ; whence 

the 
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the Romans called thctn temples of Mercurf, 
and fan^aries of Saturn, on which fires were 
occafionally lighted in honour of the Sun and 
Earth. According to the Irifli antiquaries, 
thefe Cairnis were the moft ancient fepulchres 
of the old Irifh, the principal perlbn was in- 
terred, or his Urn placed in a cave or dome 
in the centre of the rtound, and in the early 
ages was accompanied by his wife and near, 
eft friends, who were inclofcd alive with him 
in the tomb ; for which reafon we frequently 
find in opening thefe tumuli, human bones 
uncovered on the floor of the vault, whilft 
the urn containing the aflies of the hero lies 
interred under the tabernacle. This barba- 
rqus cuftom,. however, was at length aboliih.* 
ed, and the friends, relations, and defcen- 
dants of the deceafed chief were interred un- 
der the upright ftones, encircling the bafe 
of the monument. A^ number of thefe Tu. 
muli are ftiU remaining in Ireland, particular- 
ly Cairn-Nergus at New Grange, in the county 
of Eaft Meatb; Cairn-Ban near Newry; Cairn- 
Dare near Kildare; Cairn-Cluin, and a fine 
one on the bwks of the Li% about lo mUes 
from Dublin. 

Tbe ancUnt reUgious buildings of Cavan were. 

The Friery of Cavan. 
Gelafius Rufus O'Rcly, founded a Convent 
of Mioorits there, in the year 1300. Th^s 

place 
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place John Clyn calls Brefinia, it was given to 
the Minoritsof the obfervance in the year 1502. 

Priory of S. Mary of Drumlaban^ or Domlecb. 

Of the order of Auguftin Canons, it was 
founded, or at leaft rebuilt by 9* Edan, com- 
monly called Maidoc, Archbifhop of Ferns, 
about the end of the fixth century. It was 
at laft fubjei^ed to S. Mary, Abbey of Kenlis, 
in M^ath. 

The derivation of the nanie of this priory 
fhould be explained j Domleck, or Dromlahan, 
that is, the houfe of fione^ is faid in the Col- 
lectanea to hav^ been a general name amongft 
the old chriftian Irilh for their churches, 
when conftruAed of lime and ftone, to diftin- 
guifli them from thofe of timber and wattles^ 
efpecially thofe with ftone roofs ; for (he an- 
cirnt churches of Ireland, particularly thofe 
crafted from the beginning of the eighth to 
the clofc of the eleventh century, are in a 
different fiile of architefture from any at this 
day to be found either in Britain or the 
weftern parts of Europe; and are evidently 
built in imitation of the original chriftian 
churches, in the fouthern countries, taken 
from the ancient heathen temples of the 
Greeks and Romans; and probably were in- 
troduced into this ifland by the Greek and 
Roman clergy who retired from their native 
countries on the arrival of the Goths and 

Vandals 
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Vandals into the Roman empire. Tbefir 
churches now remaining in Ireland, fuch a& 
Cormac's chapel, the churches of Glandalogb^ 
St. Dulach's church, and the monafiery of 
Monainflieigh, are all remarkably fmail, fel« 
dom exceeding forty feet in length, and twen* 
ty in breadth, being covered with circular 
ftone arches, under Hone pediment roofs, of 
the true Gothic pitch, and the walls frequent- 
ly ornamented with columns and pilafters, in 
rude imitation of the Corinthian and Doric 
orders. They are, however, in refpeft to 
tafte, far fuperior to any erected during the 
beginning of the later ages, when the Gothic 
method of building was introduced from 
Britain* 

Trinity Abbey ^ in the IJland of Lough Oughteri 

Canons of the order of the Primon Stra- 
tenfes, founded in the year 1 249, by Qarus 
Mac-Mailin, fometime Archdeacon of Elphin, 
and endowed by Charles O'Rely.' Either this 
or St. Mary, Abbey of Ballimore, is the fame 
with that which John Le Page calls Monafte- 
rium Ballimenualenfe, in the province of Ar- 
magh. 

Kilmore^ 

Kilmore, or the great church, calkd in fofn 
mer ages Cluoes or Cluain, that is^ the fequef* 

tercd 
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ttted place fituate near Lougfa-Ern. Here a 
cbiiroh and bifhoprick were founded in the 
iixth century, by Fedlimid, which was after- 
wards removed to an obfcure village called 
Triburna, where it continued until the year 
1454, vhcn Andrew Mac Brady^ Biihop of 
Tfibutna, ereftcd a churdh on the ftte of that 
founded by Bt. Fedlimid, to whofe memory it 
>was dedicated, and demomitiated Kil-more. 
At prefent there are neither Cathedral^ Chap- 
iter, nor Canons, belonging to this fee; 'the 
fmall parilh church of Kilmore, contiguous to 
<thc EpifcopaLhdufe,Tcrving for thcpurpofc of 
-a cathedral. ' ;. ' 

The Ancient dwijioti of Cavan^ and of the Ef cheated 
Lands J with Obfervations thereon. 

• It is ftated, that when this county had the 
denomination of O'Relie's country, in fevcral 
reigns previous to that of James the Firft, it 
was divided into fmall precinfts of land, called 
Polls, (a diftin6Uon peculiar to the lands of 
Cavan;) every poll contained twenty-four 
acres, whereof there were 1620, which made 
up 40,500 Engliih acres, of profitable land, or 
of arable and pafture. Thefe polls after the 
divifion then ufed in Tyrone, and other ef- 

cheated 

• Harris's Hibernica. 
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cheated counties, contained thirty two prbpor^ 
tions ; vizi of the leaft twenty, of the mieldlc 
fevcn, and of the greateft five, and each of 
thefe proportions was a parifli, with glebes and 
tithes to the incumbent. 

In the projeft for the divifion of the ef- 
cheated lands^ . which Was publiflied by the 
King's proclaonatioo, and generally adopted, 
four general points were obferved, which 
holds good in all the efcheated counties, viz^ 

ill. That the proportion of land diftributeil 
to undertakers was. to be of three differecft 
quantities. The firfl: and leaft, confided o£ lb 
many parcels of land, as made up loooEng- 
lifh acres or thereabouts. The fecond or mid- 
dle proportion, contained fo many parcels as 
made up 1500 Engliih acres or thereabouts. 
The third and greateft proportion, fo many 
parcels as made up 2000 Englifii acres or 
thereabouts, 

ad. That all the efcheated lands were to be 
divided into four parts, whereof two parts 
vrere to be divided into proportions, confiding 
of 1000 acres each, a thir<d part into proporti- 
ons of 1500 acres, and a fourth part into pro- 
portions of aooo acres, 

3d. That every proportion was to be a pa- 
rifli, and t^at a parifli church fliould be ered- 
ed thereon, and the incumbents be endowed 
with glebes of fcveral quantities : viz. An in- 
cumbent 



Digitized by 



Google 



mritODUCTION. xal 

cufnbent of a parifh of looo acres, to have 60 
acres ; an incumbedt of a pari(h of 1500 acres, 
to have 90 acres ; and an incumbent of a pa- 
rilh of 1000 acres, to have 1 20 acres, and that 
the whole tithes and duties of every pariih 
ihould be allotted to every incumbent, befides 
the glebes aforefaid. 

4th. That the undertakers of thefe lands 
ihould be of feveral forts: ift. Englilh and 
Scottifli. who were to plant their pcoportiouft 
with EngUfh and Scouib tenants, ad. Servi- 
tors then in Ireland who were allowed to take 
EngUfli or Irifh tenants at their choice. 3d* 
Natives of the county, who were to be free- 
holders. 

This project which was generally adopted, 
will more readily expl^n the divifion of this 
county as follows : viz. 

Fdr the Portion of the Church. 

I ft. The* termon lands were 140 polls, or 
3,500 acres, which the King refervcd for the 
Bifhop. 

ad. For the incumbents glebes were 100 
polls, or a,5oo acres. 

3d. The monaftery land contained ao polls, 

or 500 acres. 

For 

• Thcfe were church lands in the ancient diyifion. 
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tor the Undertakers. 

There remained to be diftributed to Under- 
takers 1,36a polls, or 34,000 acres, which be- 
ing divided as-b^fore, made twenty^fix propor-* 
tions of all forts ; viz. Of the lead feventeen, <A 
the middle five, and of the greateft four, which 
we#e to be divided amongft the undertakers 
in this manner* ' 

To Englifh and Scoitifli fix proportions, viz. 
Three of the lead, (wo of the middle, and one 
of the greateft. 

To fervitors fix proporti6ns, three df the 

leaft, two of the middle, and one of the greateft. 

To natives fourteen ; viz. Eleven of the 

lead, one of tb^ middle, and two of the 

greateft. 

^ There remained fixty polls or 1,500 acres, of 
which 30 polls, or 750 acres were ^ to be al- 
lotted to three corporate towns or boroughs, 
which the JCing ordered fhould be endowed 
with r^afonable liberties, and fhould fend bur- 
gefles to parliament, and fhould hold their 
lands as aforefaid : viz. Ten polls or 250 acres 
to the town of Cavan, fo much more to.Bel- 
turbet, and fo much more to a third town 
which was to be ereded in or near midway be- 
tween Kells and Cavan, the place or feat 
thereof to the chofen by the commiffioners 

K who 
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who ^ora^ appointed fbr the lettling of this 
plantation. Ten other polls^ or 250 acres 
were to be laid to the caftle of Cavan; fix 
othet polls to the caftle of ^Gloughoughter, 
and the other fourteen poles or 346 acres, 
to the maintenance of a free fchool, to be 
ereded in Cavan* 

The natives who were not freeholders, 
they were to be placed within the county, <x 
removed by order of the commifljoners* 

Ob/ervations on ibis Project. 

The intended town between Cavan and 
Kelts was not made a borough, but it doubt* 
left means Vii^gima, and Captain Culme who 
held the pofleflion of the grant by aifign- 
ment from Capt. Ridgeway, the original paten- 
tee, (as in Pynnar's Survey of Ulfter made in 
1 61 8,) had conditioned to build this town, for 
which he was allowed ten polls, or 350 acres, 
and which his defendants or affigns have 
lince enjoyed J at that time, but eight houfei 
were built, a^d were all of timber ; but it 
does npt appear that it was ever made a 1)0- 
rough town. 

d A confiderable 

* This muft be the caftle ia the Iflaod of Loaghooghter, 
md Barony of Loa|jhtcC| afterwards called Biflu^ Bedel's 
IHaiuiU 
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A confiderable deviation from the projcft, 
alfo took place re^£ting tithes, glebes, and 
parifli churches. 

I cannot learn whether the number of polOs 
allotted for the free fohod of Cavan^ had any 
alteration. 

To every proportion a fuffident quantity of 
bog and wood was allowed, as the country 
conveniently afforded ; and to the feveral .un« 
dertakers both Engliih^ Scottifli, fervitors, and 
natives, a fee farm grapt was made of their 
efiates to them and their heirs. 

In the orders and conditions which were 
publiihed by the ^ng, and which were rigid- 
ly enforced under penalties, the Engliih and 
Scottiih undertakers were to plant their pro- 
portions with Engliih and Scotdfli tenants 
only, were to yield to his Majcfty for every 
proportion of a thoufand acres 5/. 6/. 8i. £n^ 
li(h, and fo ratably for greater proportions, 
which is after the rate of 6s. 6d. for every 60 
Engliih acres. 

Every undertaker of 2000 acres, held' his 
lands by "^ Knights Service in Capite^ and was 
bound to byild a caftle with a ftrong court, or 
bawne about it. Ai^ undertaker of 1,500 acres 
held his lands by ^Knights Service ofibe cajik rf 

Dublin 

* A ^cies of tenure in the ftodal fjftcm* fbnnded oa 
chiralry. See Eiieyclopedia Britaimica, articki.Cluyali7, 
Feodal Syfieoij Knight. 

•J- Ditto. 
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Dublin f and was bound to build a ftone or brick 
houfe thereupon, witb a ftrong court orbawne 
about it; and every undertaker of looo 
acres, held his lands *by common Jbccage^ and 
there was no Wardfliip on the two ftrft dif- 
cents of that land, he was bound to ered a 
ftrong court or bawne at leaft. They were all 
obliged to tfiake their tenants build their 
houfes in the vicinity of their manfion, for 
general defence, and an inhibition was made 
to reftrain the failing or defiru6Hon of woods, 
out of which there was a fuffident quantity 
adjudged for the building of each plantation. 

The undertakers were bound to have a fufr* 
cient number of arms ready at all times, and 
a competent number of able men, they were 
obliged to take the oath of fupremacy, and to 
conform in religion according to the King's 
laws ; they could not demife or alien to any 
but thofe who conformed in thefe particulars, 
nor to the mere Iriih on any account. They 
had power to ered manors, to hold Courts 
Baron twice every year, to create tcnur^, to 
hold of theudfelves upon alienation of any part 
of the portions, ib as it did not exceed the moie-* 
ty thereof ; they could not demife their lands 
at will only, but were bound to make certaia 
eftates for years, for life, in taile, or in fee 
firaple; and there was a pardcular provifoe 
d 2 againft 

• Ditto. 
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9gaiiift ^oittingSy cojberiesy exadions^ or tmcerimn 
remsj according to the Irifli cuftom. 

In the articles concerning fervitors, who had 
power to inhabit their portions, with mere 
Iri(h tenants, they were bound to yield to his 
Majefty yearly, J^%. Englifh, for every looo 
Englilh acres, which is after the rate of i ox« 
for every (ixty Englifh acres, which they inhar 
bited, with mere Irifli tenants, but they were 
only to pay 5/. 6/. 8rf. for every proportion of 
1000 acres, which they inhabited with Engiilh 
or Scottifli tenants, and they had all the fame 
privileges, and were covenanted to the feverai 
condidons, as the Britifli or Scottifii under- 
takers were. 

In the articles concerning the Irifli natives, 
who were admitted freeholders, they were 
bound to pay 13X. 4</. for every fixty £ng- 
lifli acres, and fo ratably in proportion ; they 
held their tenures as the other under- 
takers refpe&ively, according to their porti^ 
ons, with a provifoe of the forfeiture of their 
eftates if they entered into rebellion; they 
were conditioned to make certain efiates to 
their under-tenants at certain rents, to rdin* 
quifli the old cuftoms of the country, and to 
ufe tillage and hu£bandry, after the manner of 
the Englifh pale. 

* Sec Sir John Davis's Hiftorical Trads, or the Intro- 
du^oo to the King's County Sunpeyi by the Author. 
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All the undertakers were obliged to pay 
their tithes in kind, to the incumbents cMf 
their feveral parxflies. 

It may mi be unacceptable U prefeni a Lift rf 
the eripnat Patentees of Cavanj as reported by 
Pytmar^ in bis Survey rfUlJter^ made anm domfii% 
1618 — 19. 

The Precw£l rf Ctandne allottfd to Scottijh 
Undertakers. 



No. I. 3000 Acres. 
The Lord Aubignie 
was the firft paten- 
tee. DenominatioQ 
Kenetb. 



He rejports that Sir 
James Hamilton^ Knt* 
then held thefe lands by 
the names of Kcneth, 
2000 acres, and Calhell, 
alias Cafile Aubignie, 
1000 acres. A caftle was byilt thereon of 
lime and ftone, which was large and ftrong, 
with the King's arms, cut in freeftone over 
the gate. The caftle was five ftories high, 
with four round towers for flankers; the 
body of the caftle fifty feet long, twenty-eight 
broad } alfo a bawne of lime and ftone, 80 fiect 
fquare, with two flankers fifteen feet high. 
Thefe lands had forty-one families, which con^i 
fifted of eighty men at arms, of Britilh birth 
and defcent. The caftle ftood on a meeting of 
five beaten ways, which commanded all that 
part of the country ; of thefe families, eight 
were freeholders, three leafe-holders for lives, 
five ditto for years, and twenty-five cottagers. 

U. 1000 
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n. looo Acres. ^ H&vtng % ftone houfe 

John Hamilton, Efq.MS W «4 feet , and a 

kilcloghan. r vaulted towers which 

■■ ^ ■ . -I ^ flanked the houfe, with 

' a bawne of fkomt 80 feet i^iiaire and 13 feet 
high, with two round towers for flankers i % 
feet in diameter, and a village adjoined the 
bawne* Thefe lands had 40 armed men in 
15 families, of which were 2 freeholders, 
6 leflees for years, and 7 cottagers, each cot-^ 
tager then had a heufe^ garden, and com- 
mons for 4 cows ; there was alfo anothei^ 
bawne near the former one, 100 feet fquare, 
;uid 12 feet high made of clay and done. 

IIL iQOO Acres. ^ Having a fione houft 
Wm. Hamilton, Efq7 36 feet by 20, with 4 
DromucL f bawne of lime and ftone 

■ M . I . J Sofect fquare and 13 

high with two round towers for flankers, 2 
fiories high and vaulted, with a village contigu- 
ous to the bawne. Theie lands had 30 arofed 
men tQ 14 families, of which were 1 freehoU 
ders, 3 lefiees folr lives, 4 for years^ and 6 
cottagers; aH Britifh. 

Vf. 1000 Acres. -^ Having a vaulted caftle 

Wiliam BcaUf , Efq. M^ ^^^^ by 22 with z, 

Tpnrfgie^ \ bawne of lime and ftone 

■ ■ V J 90 feet fquare, with two 

fla^k^ra^ Th^fc lands had 28 armed men in ^ 

10 families 
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lo families^ of which two were freeholders, 
4 leafeholders for years, and 4 cottagers for 
years, all Britiih Inhabitants. 

Thi Freeing of Cqftlerabin^ allotted to Servitors 
and Natives. 



V. 1000 Acres. 1 He reports that Sir 

Sir William Taaffc Thomas AOi, Knight, 

was the firft paten- ^^^^^ ^^^fc lands by the 

tee. Tname bf Mullogh and 

Mullogb. \ ^^^^ xhtxe was an old 

■ J caftle newly repaired, 

but that all the Inhabitadts were Irifh* 



VI. 1000 Acres. 1 Sir Thos. Afli, Knight^ 

Sir Edmond Phitti- alfo held this proporti* 

lace was the firft L ^"9 on which was built 

patentee, ^ good bawne, of lime 

Carvyn. andftone,7ofcetfquare, 

J I a ifect high, with two 

flankers, but that all the land was inhabited 
with Irifli. 



•• 



VII. 500 Acres. 
Lieutenant Garth 
was the firft paten- 
tee. 

Murtnode. 



Upon this propordon 
was a bawne of fods^ 
and all the Inhabitants 
were IrKh. Sir Tho-. 
mas Alb, Knt. was ia 
poflcflioni. 

VIU. 1000 
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Vni. I ooo Acresl 

Capt. Ridgeway was 

the firft patentee. 

Logb-Rammor^ alias the 

manor rf Chicbejler. 



Captain Culme then 
hdd thefe lands, and a 
houfe 14 feet high, 00 
which was a bawne of 
lime and ftone 180 feet 
iquare. This bawne 
flood on a paflage and was able to do good 
fervice9 Captain CuUne had conditioned to 
build a town called Virginia, for which he 
was allowed 250 acres: at that time, eight tim- 
ber houfes were built with Englifh tenants, 
^nd there was a m.iniifter who kept ^ good 
fchooU 



IX» 400' Acres 
Sir John Jllliot, Knt.j 
Muckon. 

habitants were Irifh* 



On thefe lands was a 
bawne of lime and ftone 
60 feet iquare, and a 
fmall houfe } all the In- 



X. 900 Acres, 

Shane M'Philip 

O'ReUe. 

Denomination not men-- 
tionedm 



On thefe lands was a 
►bawne of fbds and v\ 
Irilh houfe. 



The 
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The Precinil if Tulli^hgarvy allied to Servitors. 

XI. T500 Acres. T He reports that this 

Captain Hugh.Culmc j was a place of great 

and Archibald Jftrength, having a 

Moore, Efq* f bawne and tower tho- 

*Tullavin. I roughly finilhcd, Mr. 

> '—') Moore and four Eng. 

lilh families dwelt there, the reft were Irilh, 

XIL 750 Acres. '\ On thefe lands was a 



Sir Thomas A(h^ and 



bawne of clay and 



JohnAfli. J^ftone, and another of 

DrumJheeU 



fods 120 feet iquare, 
and all the Inhabitants 



were Irifh. 



XIII. 1^90 Acres. 

Mulmorie MThilip 
O'Reylcy. 

Ittery-Outra. 



On thefe lands was a 
very ftrong bawne of 
►fods with four flankers 
and a deep moate, and 
-J a good Iriih houfe with* 
in tt« The pfoprietor had made no eftates, 

XIV. 1000 Acres. ->. On thefe lands was a 
Captain Reley. /bawn of fods and a 

Lifcannor. f houfe in it. The pro- 

■ ' ^^ p^ietor had made no 

eftates but' from year to year, and all his ten- 
ants 

^ WilHani Moore, Efq. now cnjoyt this eflate and refides 
thercoo, it has ncTcr besn alienated firom his fiunily fince the 
original grant. 
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ants ploughed by yoking their horfes from the 
tail. 



XV. 3000 ^cres. ^ On thefc lands wasi a 

MulmorieOge tawncoffods and with- 

O'Relic. 1 in it an old caftle which 

Denomination not men- was then built up, in 

tioned. which the proprietor 

'- J dwelt. He made no 

cftates and they all ploughed by the tail. 

XVL 2000 Jcres. ^ On thefc lands was 
Captain Richard and *>uiJt a ftrong bawne 
his brother William ^of lime and flone 80 
Tyrrelh j f^ct fquare, and 12 

Itterery. feet high, with four 

m ' J flankers. The proprie- 
tors made no eftates. 

XVIL 3000 Acres. •% On thefe lands was a 
Maurice, Mac-Telligh./ bawne of fods, and i 
Lifcurcron. X good Irifli houfe. 

■^i iM " I u v mt mm J 



The Precina <f Loghtee^ allotted to Englijb Un- 
dertakers.^ 

XVIII. 1500 ^^rfi. % He reports that on 

|ohn Taylor, Efq, M*^is proportion was a 

Aghieduff. T caftle and bawne tho- 

" » ■■ ■ ■ ■■ u . . i-J rpughly finiihed, and 

the 
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the proprietor d,weUSQg therein. On thefe lands 
were 54 armed men in 24 families, of which 
7 were freehQlderB, 7 leifees for years, and 
10. cottagers in fee, who held from 60 to 30 
acres edch. A village of 14 houies adjoin*' 
ed, in. which was a water miilf the Inhabit 
cants Britifb. 

'XIX. aooo Jcres. ^ On this proportion 

Thos. Waldron, Efq. 1 was a bawne of fods 

Dromhim and Dromel- h«oo feet fquarc, witt 

/^;2. ' fou^ flankers and a ca£> 

•^— — — J tie of lime and ftone 

within it; a town of 31 houfes adjoined, 
having a wind mUi, all the inhabitants were 
Engliih : this was a great thorough fare and 
common paflage into the country, and had 
80 armed men in 53 families, of which 5 
were freeholders, 17 leffees for years, and 
31 cottagers, each having a houfe, 2 acres 
of land, and commonage for 12 cows* 

XX. 2000 ylcres. -^ On this proportion 
JohnFilh, Efq. (there was a ftropg 
Dromany. (bawne and cattle, alio 

- ■ ■ ■■ " - ' J 2 villages, each having 

10 houfes of done and lime, with 6p armed men 
in 22 families, having 4 freeholders, 4 lefieesi 
for 3 lives, 14 for years, and 14 cottagers, 
each had a houfe, garden, and a common^ 
age right for 4 cows* Inhabitants Britifh. 

XXL 15091 
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XXI. 1 5©o Jcres. ^ Thefc lands were then 
SirHughWirral,Knt7 tenanted by a Mr. Ad- 
Monagban. twick, and on which 

^ was a houfe of lime and 
ftone, 2 ftories high, which was purchafed by 
Mr. Adwick. Thefc lands had 8 families with 
8 cottagers able to make 26 axmed men, and 
on which were 3 Freeholders, and five Icflccs. 
Inhabitants Britifh. 



XXII. 2000 Acr^s. 

Sir Stephen Butler, 

Knight, 

Clonofe. 



On thefe lands was 
a caftle and bawne of 
great ftrength, a corn 
mills, and one fulling 
mill, and arms within 



the caftle for 200 men ; 41 Britifh families 
befides under-tenants, and 139 armed men, 
of which 15 were freeholders, ii leflees for 
3 lives, and ijlcffecsfor years; the Inhabi- 
tants all £ngli{h« 

XXIII. 384 Acres. 



Sir Stephen Butler, 
Knight. 

Belturbet. 



Sir Stephen Butler 
was to plant a town 
at Belturbet, for which 
was aji allowance of 

' ' ^ — J 384 acres*, he was 

alfo to build a church; here were houfes built 
of cage work, and all inhabited by EngKfh 
tradefmen, who had each ahouic, garden, four 
acres of land, and commons for a certain 
number of cows and garrons. 

XXIV. 2000 
♦ This differs from his account, page xxxii. 
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INTRODUCTION. xU 

XXIV. aooo jfcres. 

Reynald Home was 
the firft patentee: 
Li/reagb. 



On tbefe lands, then 
enjoyed by Sir George 
^ Mannerioge wasabawne 
of lime and ftone, 44 
feet long and 1 2 high, 
with two flankers, alfo a brick houfe of fame 
length, 20 feet high, and a village of feven 
houfes, all the families Englifh. On the lands 
were 24 families and 48 armed men, of which 
were 3 freeholders, and 2 1 leflees for years ; 
all the Inhabitants were Engliflu 

XXV. 1 500 Acres. ^ Thefe lands were then 
William Snow was I enjoyed by Peter 
the firft patentee. ^ Ameas, Efq-, on which 
Tanagb. I was a good bawne of 

— «— — — J lime and ftone, 75 
feet fquare, and 12 feet high, with 2 flank- 
ers, and a ftone houfe 60 feet long and 3 
ftories high, and a village of 7 houfes; 11 
families, 30 armed men, of which 4 were 
freeholders, and 7 leflees for years ^ all 
Britiih. 



The Precind $f Clonemabown^ allotted to Servitors 
and Natives* 

XXVI. 2000 Acres. ^ He reports that on 
Lord Lambert, /thefe lands was a large 
Carig. fftrong bawne and a 

■ » Jftode houfe. 



XXVIL 1 000 
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X2[VIL 1006 Acres ^ 
Captain Lyons and 
Jorq>h Jones were 
the firft patentees. 
7iHlacullen. 

two flankers and a 
miiies without the 
of 21 years# 



^ Lord Lambert ^mi 

I then in pofleiSon, and 

i on thefe lands was 

j built a bawne of lime 

I and fione 200 £eet 

— j fquare^ 14 high, with 

deep moate ; 4 Englifli fo- 

bawne held land on leafes 



XXVIIL 1000 Acres. ^ 
Lieutenants Atkinfoa 
and Ruflell were the 
firft patentees* 
Denomination not 
mentioned. 



Archibald Mobre^ 
£fq. was then in pof- 
feffion of tbo(e lands> 
> on which was a ftrong 
bawne of fods with 
two flankers and .an 
Irifli houfe. 



IXIX» 500 -rf^r^/. 1 On thefe lands was 

Captain Fleming. I built a ftrong bawne 

Denomination not [^nd a houfc, both of 

mentioned. "«»« and ftone and very 

-^ ftrong. 
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KATIVES. 



XXX. looo Acres. ' 
Mulmory M*Hugh 



0*Rclcy, 

Commet. 



Oil thefe Iand» was a 
ftrong houfe of fime 
^and ftone 40 feet by 
20, 3 ftories in height, 
J and about it a bawne 
of fods. This proprietor made no eftates. 

XXXL 300 Acres. -^ On thefe lands was an 

Philip M'Tirlagh. /infh houfc furrounded 

WaUragh. \ by a bawne of fods. 



The Freeing of Tullaghconcbe* 



XXXIL 2000 ilrr^i. 1 He reports that Jane 
Sir Alexander Hamil- Hamilton wife to Claude 
ton was the firft pa* ^ Hamilton deceafed, was 
tcntee. jin pofieffion of thefe 

Caratobber^Clonkine. lands on which was a 

J J ftrongcafileandbawneof 

lime and ftone, thoroughly finifhed, having 
'31 families with divers undertenants, able to 
mufter 52 armed men, of which 6 were free- 
hoTders, and25lcflcesj Inhabitants Britifli. 

XXXIIL 1000 
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XXXni. looo Acres." 
Sir Claude Hamilton 
was the firft patea- 
tee. 



The faid Jane Hamtl^ 
ton was in pofleffion of 
thefe lands which ihe 
'held for her fon, a Mi- 
nor, and on thefe was 
a town of 



22 houfe^, 

the cottagers had a houfe, garden, 4 acres 
of land, and a commonage for their cows. 



XXXIV. aooo Acres. 
Alexander and John 
ilghmootie were the 
firft patentees. 

JOrumbeda &f Kilagb. 



Sir James Carig, Knt. 
was in pofleiiion of 
this proportion, in 
which ftood a bawne 
. of lime and ftone 75 
—J feet fquare, and 16 
feet high, with four round towers to flank 
the walls ; and a ftrong and large caftle, the 
length of the bawne 20 feet broad, and 5 fto* 
rics high, and a platform for two pieces of 
canon* On thefe lands were 33 families and 
100 armed men, 5 freeholders, 7 leflees and 
21 cottagers, each having a houiie, and com* 
monage for cows ; the Inhabitants all Briti(h« 



Of this proportion 

Archibald Atchefon, 

^Efq. was in pofleffion,, 

and had a bawne of 

(lone and clay 100 feet 

fquarc, with four flankers, and 9 feet high, 

ftanding 



XXXV. 1 000 Acres.' 

John Brown was the 
firft patentee. 
Carrowdmvnan. 
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Handing on a Mountain. Families a i, and 28 
armed men, 2 freeholders, and i9leireesfor 
years ; Englifh and Scottiih Inhabitants. 



The Precina of Tullagba. 

XXXVI. I $00 Acres. 1 He reports that upoa 
Captain Culme and | ^h" proportion there 
Walter Talbot. ^ ^^s a ftrong bawne 1 00 

Balleconnell. I ^et fquare and 1 2 highr, 

J with two flankers, and 
within the bawne a ftrong caftle of lime and 
fione, 5 fiories high, and that it fiood in a 
^^^ good and convenient place for the de- 
fence of the country. 



XXXVn. 2000 Acres. ' 
Sir Richard and Sir 
George Grimes. 
Demminaiion not 
mentioned. 



On this proportion was 
built a bawne of lime 
and ftone 60 feet fquare, 
2ind 10 high^ and a 
fmall houfe within it. 



XXXVin. 1 000 Acres. ] This proportion was 

William Farfohs, Efq. [ between divers men. 

Largo. I ^^^ *' w*8 granted for 

■ -'concealments, and they 

were not bound to build at all. 



XXXIX. 1000 
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1- INTRODUCnON. 

XXXIX. looo Acres. ^ On this proportion was 
Magawran a naiivc. ( built a ftrong and good' 
Denominstion fwt f houfc of lime and ftonc, 
mentioned. \ with a ditch around it. 

AH thefe acres amount to 52,324 Englifh 
meafure, which were all the valuable lands 
in the county, at that time; neither bogs, 
woods, lakesj mountain, or unprofitable fcopes 
were taken into account, the lands inhabited 
by Britifli. 

The total tot of Britifli families at that pe*- 
riod were as follow : 

Freeholders, • 68 

Leflees for lives, • 20 



for years^ • 168 

Cottagers, - 130 . 

Familes, 3 85 
Body 's of armed men, 711 

Of thefe Inhabitants 1 59 only had taken the 
oath of fupremacy.. The lands inhabited by 
Britifli tenants were cultivated after the £ng* 
lifii hufbiodry. 

A lift of the prefent proprietors will be given 
in the 14th. chapter. 
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STATISTICAL SURVEY 



O^ THE 



COUNTr OF C A VAN. 



CHAPTER I. 

aEl>GllA>HlCAL STATB AMb MObB.&« Cl&CVMlTAirCBS. 
SECTION I. 
Stttdotlon and Extent* ' 

VjAVAN 18 an inland county of Ireland^ in the pro- 
vince of Ulfter^ fitnate midway between the Atlantic 
ocean and the Irifli iea, the extremities of the county 
being but fourteen miles diftant from other of thefe 
waters, hamg Longford, Meath, and Weftmeath ob the 
fbnth, Fermanagh on the north, Leitrini on the weft, 
and Monaghan on the eaft. 

It is in form rather drcular, if we except the barony 
of Tnllagha, which ftretches in a narrow compafi, con- 
fiderably north and weft on Fermanagh and Leitrim, 
and is in the line of divtfion between thofe two coun-^ 
ties. From the moft northern part of Cavan in Tul- 
kgha barony, and Killinagh pariih, to Mullogh church, 
on the borders of Eaft Meath, near Monalty village by 
B a right 
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a right line^ the diftance would not exceed forty miles, 
and from King's-Court^ at the extremity of the county, 
to the head o£ IiOUj^ Erne, at tha point of jnnAion 
with Longford and Ldtrim, about twenty-eight miles. 
It contains 470 fqnare miles, h 120 miles in circumfer- 
ence, and has 301,000 plantation acres. 

From jarious cfdc^latiotis of the qu^hber of' the inha- 
bitants, the mean appears to be about 90,006, each pa- 
rifh will average above 10,000 acres and 3000 fouls, 
and, allovong five to an houle, leaves about i8,oeo 
houfes in the county^ T&e aterage imlae of land will 
ht found to be 15s. per acre, and has within thefe 
twenty years paft been ratfed nearly double its former 
rate. 

Superficial Appropriation. 



Arable landd^^ .^ - 1 






Pafture and meadow, [ \ 


-" 


267,500 


Risers and lakes, 


^ •■ 


3tS.OQ 


Woods and plantations. 


- 


3,ooq 


Roads, towns, aod villages. 


- 


3*oo(> 


Mountain, bog, and wafte. 


!al -acres, 


24,000 


T«M 


301,000 



The face 9f tiie co^nt^-y is ycry irr^gufcir, bring m-. 
tirely hiU aq4 dale, without ^^y extent of kvel, ia 
fomc places rgcky, and, except^pg thp iripu^tain^, vefy 
little un4er ^au^l wjtfte. To thfi oprth. and weft Afl 

profpeA 
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OF THt COUNTY OF CAVAN. 3 

pfo^eft b bkak^ dfcary, aftd mi^b cxpoftdi but 19 
tbeockcr parts it is aot only woll IhcltierBd and woody* 
but the fixnery is ht^ly (ufhudque and eoga^g; 
ottflDleroas lakes of great extent an4. bcanty adorn the 
ioterior, and, genefaily ipeakiog» the features of the 
conntry are ftrikingly dtfpafisd for oraameotal improve- 
ments; yet tfaoie natorai advantages are but partially 
embraced, thoagh in no part pf Iidaod can be ieeo 
demelbes of more magnificence and beaoty, than Cavan 
can boafi of. If thofe charming leats are few, they 
are, indeed, unrivalled ia natural fitqation, and in this 
age of improvement fhould encourage the too tardy 
Lords of her foil to feize thofe benefits, which nature 
has dealt oat with a lavifli hand, and change the face 
of thofe nejgleAcd wilds to profit, beauty, and dviliza- 
doa« The barriers of the county on the north and 
weA, are highly marked by Slieb-Ruflell and the 
moiintains of BaUynagseragh; Bruce Hill is a (Iriking 
feature in the fouthern extremity, and the Leitrim 
oionntaiBs verge the wefterq bounds. 

The beautiful iflands, formcid by the chain of lakes, 
prpdnce a variegated icenery, and the lofty woods, 
which overhang the river ErQe, flowing to the celebrated 
lake of the iame name, in the neighbouring county of 
Fermanagh* winds through fruitfql banks, and appears 
highly favourable to a navigation, which, it is prefumed, 
would be the moft certain means to enrich this county 
in, her ibij, by the eafy conveyance of lime-ftone, of 
B 2 which 
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which there k (but b pardal fpots) a great deficiency; 
and the fnre and fteady fupport, which always accrues, 
from fuch a work to the maDuf^ures of a coantry, 
which here deferve partictdar encooragement, from die 
IpAt in which they are purfned, and the a^Kindance of 
every material and natural advantage for carrying them 
to perfeAion, is no fecondary argnment for its recom^ 
mendadoQ or adoption. 



SecI*. 1. CHmaU. 

In the great fcale of the county it muft be allowed 
but little fhelter is foundj and being fo much e:&poled 
and high, and fo contiguous to the great waters, which 
furround this idand, the climate of Cavan varies little 
throughout; it is naturally cold, chilly, and boifterous, 
bat yet not unwholefome; its elevated fituation pre- 
ferves it from thofe damps it might be fuppofed to po(> 
fefs in the exhalations of its numerous lakes, which are 
greatly dilpcUed by the bluftry gafes, which {q confi- 
defably prevail. The variation of fowing and reaping 
fcarccly exceeds ten days in. any part of the county; 
this variation is not to be fuppofed to proceed from 
any great contiguity to the- north, but from a more 
elevated fituation. Inured to fo rough a clime, the ln<* 
habitants are confequently hardy, the hufbandman is 
remarkable for good health and longevity, and where 

the 
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the weaver has a garden to relax from the fatigues of 
the loomy he leldom eocounters thole coafimpdye ha^ 
bits, which the peopk'of the mannfaChiriiig towns who 
cannot enjoy fuch adyantages^ too often fink nnder. 
No where is the lainbrity of the turf bog more exen^ 
pltfied than in Cavan, where m its environs, thongh 
the wretched peafants are almoft naked, and' their 
dwelling but a Ibdded hovel, yet they ieem to dUrc- 
gard tbe leverity of the ieafon, and enjoy a ha^l^^H^ 
and longevity, vduch the natives of more temperate 
countries are ftrangers to; the comphunts, which thofe 
are fubjeft, to, s^re unknown to the former, where 
abounds a numerous population, that may be a cor- 
roborating proof of its fi>uDd, flroogs 9nd healthy clir 
mate: ' , 

Sect. 3. Divifon. 

Qrr2p. 13 divided into 7 baionies, viz. TuUagha, 
Tnllaghonoho, Clonmogban, Loughtee, Caftleraghan^ 
Cbnchee, and TuUaghgarvy, 
Thele are iubdivided into townlands, of whith are 
made up 33 pariihes, and conbdn 28 pariih churche^ 
in the f otldwing Diocefes : 

DUfCife. Parjfinf. . Churches. 



Kihnore. 


- 


%9 


-« 


24 


Meath. 


- 


' I 


m 


t 


Ardagh. 


^ 


3 


* 


3 



33 



2a 



It 
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It alio contiias 9 towns and 24 viUdges, ibme of 
tirfakh luiTe cxcelletKt mBrkeOf and ..will be pahldl- 
Itirly ddcfibed In tUdr proper plMsy. 



I^OLIITCAI^ DIVIHON*. 

for tke fiiott eafily colkAtng the cdtmty cH^i it 
"WM determined in the year 16995 that a certtin '^t^ 
tion of townlands flionld be tnited under the paiNS*> 
edar denomkiaiions of a Oarim^i and that each biH> 
rony (honld contain zooo carvaghs. Thefe tar^aght 
at^ nitor nonunal pro^lions of hUM^ 6f\(4iierh ^di 
towjiland confiftsf more or lefi^ in pf opordott to tfii 
number of acres in that diftriAj and to the qoafi!^ of 
them; and the original meaning of the word is fuppoled 
to have been as much arable land^ as each townland 
contained^ at the time, when this new afleflment was' 
kid on the county. Formerly <here ^ere 8 baronies 
ih Cavan, but upper and lower I^oughtee are now 
rated aa one^ and each barony being allotted to coo- 
tain 1000 canragbs, the county was <^ courie divided 
into 800O9 according to the following proporliM. 

^ Fortbettor^ aacient dMibn% fee Introd^aida. 



SafOfms 
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' Bantlm. Carvag^. 

t.t\illaghacQiitifais - - 551^ 

2. Tttllaghonoho. - - ^oi^ 

3. Cblittibghslfi. - - 9itff 

4. Upper Lbughtfec. ^ i *7.7^i 

5. Lower Lotightet. . - • ^n\ 

6. Caftkraghdtt. - i 75 7f 
7* Clonchee. - - i'j^ 
8« Tallaghgarvy. - . 1498 



Total carvaghsy 8^c 



Each carvagh will be fooad to contaioj by this di- 
nfion^ fbmewhat more than 34^ acres of arable land* 
by which calculation, whenever los. per carvagh is 
railed npon the coanty, each acre of carvagh land 
is, one with another, charged with tlxree pence half- 
penny. 

This being the qpde of colleAing the cefs of Ca-. 
van, I fliall give a calculation of the fum each ba- 
rony is to furnilh, according to the rate per carvaghy 
laid on the county, from 5s. to ips. per carvagh^ 
both inclufive. But I muft premife, that, in fo loofe 
a fyftem of taxadon, it appears wonderful, how it 
jQiould be the modus for afleilment, and have kept 
its ground for above a* century ; when this ftrange 
innovation was propoied, it was left to a few meo 

to, 
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CO deterofine, and to value the county^ whO| we may 
rationally fnppofe, were biafled by thdr own inter^fts ; 
but can any thing be more abfurd, than that the old 
valuation ftill exifts, although fome thoufand acres 
are now gpod improved| and ought to be aflefled 
land* and the full burthen of the tax yet falls on the 
lands^ which were a( that time oply made liable to 
theimpofition. 
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i ! • 




li.iJb.. 




^• 


> 


- 


6 


- 


200 


— - 


- 


a 9 ' 


- 


■joo 


;— . ' 


- 


Id 


- 


^400 


'— 


- 


13' 


J -; 


500 


i^ • 


' - 


r : 6 


• - 


600 


1 


- 


'1.9." 


« ► •" 


70© 


.^ 


1 


^ 


' -' 


800 



I 



Arid ih the ftme' prdpoitibn, for every three-pen^ 
in th^ fmn laid on 'the ca#vag^, I'aifii^g ^^160. ,' 

In theJtairon; of Tuilagha are fotir pgtxifhes, tHrbioi 
contain two hubdr^d ^nd ten town4ands, and five 
hundred ;a&4 fifey^'dhe aiid an half cairVagliSi tiz. j 



P4riftks. • 




TdkimJla^d/. 




Carviigb\. 


♦i faffiaagh 


has. 


- 45 ■ ■ 


- and 


• lijil 


2 iiaawly 


— 


.-ay 


— " 


^i^ 


3 t^DHplepori 


— 


"5 


— 


2I4 


♦4 'tomregan 


— 


13 


■ — 


s«; 


, ; 










- Ibwn-landr 219 


Carvaghfe j^H* 



In the barony of TuUagkonobl^ are two parUhe^, 
vrhich contain ot^ hundred and foirty-fiFe loiirn-land^^ 
and farcil hn&dr^d and biR atld A hidf carva^hs, viz; 

1 itUldalka - 5^ 203;! 

2 ifflffliaDdra - 93 . j ^g . 

• 1ro4n-lands i4j, iCarva^a 70 ij^ 

:•!■ ' . .. ■ ih 
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^ tiie bsibnjof CUttiboghim tre ^ patifhd3i which 



Par^e/^ 


1t9Hvn4aNds. Car^/^br^ 


I Ballintemple 




40 


itti 


2 f Bdlymachugh 




22 . 


93i 


3 I>romloouin 




40 


226 


*4 Dynn 




10 


>» 


5 Kilbride - 




3< . 


V3i 


*6 Kildromfartin, aMoi 


1 






Croflerlogh. 


16 


89 


*7 kilmo^e 




16 


"4 J 


TownJands 


180 


Carri^ 9164 



Tn the half baronies of Upper and LoWer Looghtec, 
noiW fated as ope bafony, are i i parilhes^ which con- 
tarn 444 town-lands^ afid 2>7oi carraghsi viz. 

t AnnageUff ^ 38 iZ^ 

•2 Beltndiet^i&aAaoqib 32 fcj4 

3 Caftleterrs^h - 51 .265 

4 Dftdolane^ and fm <Si 1 

•fTomregan j'^/ ' ^7^* 

•< Dyna - - 451 

•7 KiUinkere - - 8 

*8 Kilmorc - - 60 

*9 Larrhagh - - 24 

10 Lowey - - 32 

11 Umy - - 4p 

Town-land» 444 Canraghs 



t lo this parifh the old denominauon of the parifli of Bal- 
fymaddlicDy now mergesi though the latter has yet fome difi 
tiQ& right* 
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In the barony of Caftlera^aa are five pariAies^ 
which contain two hundted. and nineteen townJands^ 
and (even hundred and fifty-feiren and m half car- 
vaghs^ viz. 



ParifiM. 


Tovm-lands. 


Carvaihs. 


I ' Cafileraghaii 
•3 Croflerlogh, aBas^ 

Eiidromfartin.) 


- "35 ' 

JO 


"■ lis 
,52' 


3 Lnrgan 

4 Mooterooanaght 

5 MoUogh - 


- S« 

14 

- 69 


167 
131 



Town-lands 219 Carvaghs 757I. 

In the barony of Qonch^ are five pariihes^ which 
contain one hundred and fifty-dght town-landsy and 
dglbt hundred and feventy-^oor abnraghsi viz. 



Pari/bes. 



TmrnJamtr^' 



CarvagBs* 



*i DrcMngooa - 27 


,23 


. a Knnifltwin - - 2; 


i9« 


3 Elian - - 57 


aJS^i 


4Kaockbride - 47' 


253i 


t; Mojbollogne - z 


. 3*. 


Town-laods . 158 


Carvaghs 874 



Iii 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP THE COjmtT 6t CAVAN. ij 

bk the barooy 6f Tullaghgarvy are four parilhes, 
whicb contain two hundred and fixty-fix town-lands, 
and one thooiand four hundred and lunety-dght car-^ 

▼aghSyTlK. m 

Parijhes. Town-lands. Carvaghs. 

•i Annagh,a&ixBelturbet 57 432 

•aDromgoon - . 4^ ^^^ 

3 Dning and Larrahgh 95 603$ 

4 Kildromferidan^ aliai p 

KiUerftierdinny. J ^^ ^^^ 

Town-lands 266 Carvaghs 1498 

Parifh of Annagh, aOas Bcl|utbet, containing 
Carvaghs -. -. . 254 

And Drombane and part of Tomregan 670^ 

Making together Carvaghs 924^- 
are all die lower half baiony of Loughtee. 

The oAcr pariihes, containing i776{ Cairvagfas» 
make up the upper half barony. 

It appears by the Down Survey, that Cavan con- 
tained at that time 274,800 acres of arable land, con- 
fequently a6,2oo acres were included in bog, wafte, 
and mountain; the total being 301,000. The county 

being 

MHi. — ^Eighteen town-httds in the manor of Aifafield, 
and pariih of KUdromferidaOy make part of the feyenty-two 
town-lands, 10 that parifh. Parifhes thus marked [ * ] 
branch into other baronies. 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^ STATlSTICAi 3l7RVir 

boog divided mta 9opo aiTvagbsi» ^ach car ?4gli •n.tt 
av«ri^> fSMfi^am 9 (Ctlf «K>re tiMii 34l suviB^ Buto*. 
I dm4jr abSesrr^f ihjc divUMia v» not altogedHcr at 
to quantity, but alibis to the quality of the la^tl. 



ECCLESIASTICAL DIVISION. 

Gavan contains 33 parilhesi and 28 parilh churches, 

their feveral denominations and defcriptions are as foi- 
]ow%s 

1. Annaghgeliff, an impropriate vicarage, in the 
diocefe of Salmore^ and barony of Iioaghtee. Church 
in ruins > 

2. Ballimackkilleny, an impropriate vicarage, in the 
diocefe of Ardagh, and ~ barony of Clonmoghan, and 
hath a glebe. 

^. Ballintemple, an impropriate vicarage, in the 
diocefe of Kilodore^ ^d barony pf Qlpnmoghaa. 

4. Ballyma^gh, an impcqprifLte vicarage^ ia the 
di^cefe c£ Ardagh, and bajrony of Clqufliogl^attp* 

5. Belturbet, alias Annagh^ a reftory^ in tha dioooft 
of Kilmore, and baronies of Longhtee and Tulkgarvy, 
and hath a glebe. 

6J Caftleraghan, a reAory, in the di'oceie of Kil- 
nvore, and barony of Caftleraghan, and hath a glebe 
and parfonage. 

7. Caftletervagh, a reftory, in the diocefe of Kil- 
more, and barony of Loughtee, the pariih church is at 

Ballyhayfe. 

8. Croflcrlogh, * 
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^. (^rqfleflqglw s^ l^ilftfion^ftrt^), aa impropriate 
Ticftr^tKi 19 thie ^(>^ ^ KitalQre» and baronks of 
CaiUeraghaQ and Qoamogliaiw and iulh a glebe. 

9^. Iki|«» dfofi Pya»9 an isjipsopriate viparagc, in the 
ii^dfi of Kilmor^ and bafoaies of Lou^htee aod 
Oonnioghan, and. hath t gleU^ 

lo« Dtcmgoouj a f eftpry* ia the dioc«fe of Slmore, ' 
ud.barooka df TuHagbgiryyand Ckmchee, and hath 
a glebe. The parUh church is at Coote4iill* 

ii« Bnanlaae, a tFicftrage^la the diocefe of EUmorei 
andbanny of 4jO«^t«e, and hath a glebe. - 

la. Dromloman, an impropriate Ticarage, In die 
dioce& of Ardagh, and barony of Clonmo^an. 

13. Druagi an impropriate vicarage, in the diocefe 
of Kilmore, and {>aron7 of TuUaghgarvy, and hath a 
gfebi aiid parfonage. 

14. Ennilkeen, a cnracy» in the diocefe of Meath, and 
barony of Qonchee, and hath a gleb\ and parfonage. 

15. KUbridey aKas KH1| In the diocefe of Kilmore, 
and barony of Clonmoghan. 

1 5. Eiilan, a reftory, in the diocefe of Elilmore, and 
barony of Clonchee, and hath a glebe. The pariih 
chnrch is at Shercock. 

17. Eildallen, a redory, In the diocefe of Kilmore, 
and bar<Jny of TuUaghonoho, and a hath a glebe and 
parfonage. 

x8. Killerfherdinny, alias Ealdromferidan, an impro- 
priate vicarage, in the diocefe of Kilmarcj and barony 

of Tullaghgarvy, and hath a glebe. 

19. KiUinkere^ 
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19. ^iakcrei m impropriate vicaragei ia Hit 
diocefe of Kilmore) aad baronies of Loughtee and Caii 
tleraghao^ and hath a glebe* 

flo. KiUioagb, a vicarage in the diocefe of KEinore 
and baronies of ToUag^a and Tnliaghganfeyi and 
hath a glebe } the chnrch is in nuns. 

21. KiHfibandray a rectory in the diocefe of Kil- 
more aad barony of Tnllaghonohoy and hath a glebe 
and parlbni^. 

22. Kihnore, a vicarage in the diocefe of Kilmore 
^d baronies of Loug^itee and Clonmoghany and'hath 
a glebe and parfonage. 

. 23. Knockbridei a reftory in the ^Booefe of Kit 
more and barpny of Clonchee, and hath a glebe, v 

24. Kinawly, a reflory in the diocefe of Salmote 
and barony of TuUagha, the parifli chnrth is at 
Swanlingbar. 

25. Larraghj an impropriate vicarage in the diocefe 
of Klhnore and baronies of Loaghtee and TuUagh- 
garveyi the church is in niinsi 

26. Lowey an impropriate vicarage in the diocefe 
ofKihnore^ and barony of Loughtee* 

27. Lurgan, a feAory in the diocefe of Kihnore 
and barony of CafUeraghani and hath a glebe. 

28. MoyboUpgue, a reflory in the diocefe of Kil* 
more and barony of Cloncheci and hath a glebe, the 
parilh church is at Bailyborongh. 

29. Mnlloghy a chapdry in the diocefe of Kilmore, 
and barony of Caftleraghan. 

30. Monter« 
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30. MontercoBiitghty a reAory in the ^iocefc of 
Sllmore^ and barony of Caftleraghan, church in 
rtnns* 

31. Templaport, a reAory in the diocefe of KUmorCt 
and barony of ToUagha, and hath a glebe andpav- 
fonage. 

32. Tomregan> a reftory in the diocefe of Kihaorcy 
and baronies of ToUagha and Loughteei the parUk 
cfanrch is at Ballyconnell* 

33. Umy, a vicarage in the diocefe of EUmore^ 
and barony of Longhtee^ and hath a glebe and par- 
fonage. 



' ' Sbct. 4. Soil ami Suffacf, 

Generally fpeaking of the i6il of this county in ks 
prefent (late, it cannot be called fertile, as not pro- 
ducing a fufficiency for the iupply of its inhabitants, 
although it is fo confiderably engaged in tillage ; in 
its natural ftate, the foil is cold, ipongy, inclmed 
to ruflies and a fpiry grafs, with a thick ftratum of a 
ftifF brown day over heavy yellow argillaceous fub- 
flrata ; when this is improved by draining £ind gra- 
velling or liming, which manures are but very little 
attended to, the return is grateful ; however, in ge- 
neral, the lands of this county are not fo difficult to 
drain as in Monaghan, they being naturally of a more 

o ^ dry 
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dry, dllf, and friable foil, and the tillage not retarded 
in the fame degree by rain; limeftone is very little 
found, and carried at no Icfi a diftance for mannre, 
riian from ten to twelve miles, and is always burned 
with turf J but, where tfce peafantry are fo poor, and 
the carriage fo long, over hilly and very bad roads^ 
huprovcment is not to be looked for in very rapid 
ftrides. Wheat is very little cultivated, nor can the 
grounds, in their prcfent ftate, produce it at all, but 
other kinds of grain are fowed, of which oats occupy 
almoft the cndre. The vales 'Ihew how favourable 
to grafs is their foil, of a deep brown clay, and are 
excellent for dairy hufbandry, yet a trifling propor- 
tion is fo occupied ; the farms bemg very finall, no- 
thing more is required than fupplies the peafant's fa- 
mily, and furniihes flax for lus loom, of which al- 
moft every houfe in the county poffefle^ one or more. 
The hills are entirely under oats, and approaching to 
mountain are occupied in the grazing of young ftore 
cattle. 

Cavan is of an undulating and very irregular fiirface, 
With fcarce a level fpot to be leen, this inequality is 
the moft ftriking feature, and being very elevated with 
no coniiderable traA of mountain in the interior, pre- 
fents a famenefs throughout, which in its uncultivated 
appearance is far from bring engaging ; where the 
furface is fo unequal, of courfe the foil cannot but 
confiderably vary. The management of their tillage 
is but loofe and Hovenly, and indeed, a fundamental 

reform 
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reform in their Tyftems molt take place^ before vre lee 
the^gronnd yield what it is certainly equal to, if it were 
in jttdidoos hands ; to exhanft a finall plot with re- 
peated crops of oatSi and then luiFer it to be overrun 
with noxious weeds, while in a ftate of recovery 
from the hardfliips of long oppreiGon, wonld gra- 
dually make the beft loil good for nothing, and how 
ill muft it here agree, where the revigoradng manures 
of lime and gravel are hardly attainable but at an esCceC* 
live coft, and but little nlcd ? 

The peafantry Ihould'be (hewn the advantage and 
renovating power of am intermediate green crop be- 
tween two of corn, and taught to defpiie that tyrant 
cufloih, to which they are moft bigotted flaves. The 
grand fecret of hufbandry Is to procure ftock ; tillage 
cannot otherwife \k proflubly purfued^ their dnn^ 
will enfure fuch vigorous crops as will quickly pre* 
pare them for market, the return of his money to the 
farmer is fpeedy, he can trade on it nearly three times 
for once, of the old modes of feeding, and he fhall 
find his profits tenfold encreaied by foiling in the 
houfe, as much as po£Sbly he ^an. 

In this fyftem lb rational and ^onvindngi even iq 
Its theory, we will find by introducing intermediate 
vegetable crops, we entirely abolilh the ufc or rather 
the abufe of fallow, which the moft celebrated wri-» 
ters on agricultpre and the beft farmers now entirely 
condemn. 

Q 2 lIQVKTAINSi, 
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MOUJNTAINS. 

The mounuins of Cavan are almoft all In the north- 
ern extremity of the county, in the barony of Tnllagha, 
which Is nearly furrounded by them on Ldtrlm fide \ 
they are, in their prefent ftate, barren and bleak, and 
in fome places very lofty; the defcription of their foil, 
and natural difpofition, will, of courfe, be found in the 
Reports of that county, they bdng here but the line of 
reparation. The mountain of Slieve Ruflcll borders 
on Fermanagh, and is the higheft land in Cavan, but 
yields fcarcely any vegetation in its prefent ftate, and is 
moftly wafte. The foil is gritty, and extremely rocky 
and boggy; immenfe and very deep fwamps cover con- 
liderable tra£ls, yet marie is here found, which (hews 
that parts are reclalmable, and that it pofTefles the ma- 
nure within itfelf, fo proper for its improvement. I 
dp not mean, that this valuable manure is confined to 
Slieve Ruffell individually, for this favourable report 
holds good with the whole rai^e of mountain within 
this diftriA, fome of which has been reclaimed by Mr. 
Griflbn, of Swanlingbar, which may vie with the befl: 
lands in the county, and proves what yet may be^^ 
ciFeAed, were but the Lords of the foil intent on their 
own individual intereft, if they^ (hewed no concerafor 
the public weal. But how little cani be expeAed from 
proprietors, who draw the entire rent of their efbtes^ 

without 
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wkboot ever beboldiog them, or expeoding one flulling 
io improveacAty in any manner whatever? (hey mo^t^ 
of covrfe, be ignorant of the real value of thefe 
^ounds,^ which yield them in die aggregate a large 
jreveau^ though the tenures fet individually for but a 
v«ry finall fum. As to the reclaiming of thefe moun- 
tains, they have not the remoteft idea, which would 
return fuch a fair and honourable intome i and it is 
aftoniihing to iee with what peculiar care they pre&rve 
.their game, on thefe extenfive wilds, without the leaft 
regard to bettering the condition of- their tenantry, 
whofe ftate of uncivtlizatioA is, indeed, a pointed r^- 
fleflion on the fupinepefs of their I«ords* The foil of 
thele mountains is in many parts of a red colour, and 
quickly pulverizes, when turned up or expoled to the 
^t I every material fpr luccefsfuUy draining the lands, 
are at hand} the peafants, who reiide in thefe dreary 
wilds, are induftrious, honeft, and quiet, and, were but 
a little encouragement afforded them, to improve their 
lands, they would exert every nerve to effeft it ; they 
cannot be faid ro be very poor, as few are without the 
blciling of a cow, and their farms are fo very cheaply 
rented, they are by no means diilreffed, nay, many of 
Acm are wealthy } but what does this tend to ? — 
What they hold is fnffident for their confumption, and 
any redundancy from thdr^indnftry, which fometimes 
18 confiderable, cannot be fairly returned in improving 
of thdr lands, for want of due encouragement. In ci* 
filization they have made no proficiency, for the very 

wealthieft. 
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wealthieft of thefe mountaineers have no better bed thlto 
ftraw, nor is a bedftead to be ieea amongft them, bnt they 
indifcriminately herd together with the hogs and all the 
domeftic animals of their hovel. In more minately exa^ 
- minmg the condition of this abandoned peafantry, we 
have an opportunity of fedng far into human nature, and 
we behold the natives happy, even in this favage dimei 
and abundantly poflelTed 6f thofe qualifications, which 
endear mankind to each other. In a£ls of friendfliip 
to their neighbours, they are rarely deficient ; thdr 
generous hofpitality to ftrang(fers is proverbial; for 
educating their children they arre particularly anxious, 

i and a dofe attention to religion is univerfally prevalent; 

I though their ideas may be tinctured Arongly with iu* 

perdition, it onlj argues, their minds have been total- 
ly negle£led, and they Ihew a great wi^ and anxiety 
for inftruftion, even m religious concerns. What can 
be more defirable to have extended to them than pro* 
per tutors? nor could their landlords prelent them 
with more welcome guefts.*-How nearly does this 
faint pifture apply to all the voids of Ireland, and to 
her uncivilized fons ?— rindependent of the pleafure, 
which muft rcfult to the feelings of man, in bettering 
the condition of his fellow ; independent of the latis- 
faftion, which ariies from the change of favage wilds 
to the fsur face of improvements, is it not ftrange, 
that felf-intereft doth not induce us to ieize thc^e capa^ 

bilities. 
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ISlides, which we lb amply poflefi^ and would well re- 
pay our toil, and return mcaldulable profits ?-<-Compa^ 
ratively fpeaking, the preliminary fteps to enfure tUa 
defirable improvement would be but very fmall in- 
deed; were roads opened througlt the mountains, 
and finall ftone houfes ereftedi with an ^encouragjlng 
tenure, every thing would follow of courfe. Let the 
peafant pay but a very fmall rent for fo many jisearSy 
for taking in, cEtchbg, fencing, and liming fo many 
acres of ground, and then have his &rm for to many 
years longer, at an i^dvance rent, and the matter would 
loon be efiefted* Not to dwell on the increale of in« 
come to the individual, which would refult from thia 
delirable ftheme, we will find how immediately it 
would become the intereft of the county at large, to 
concur in its advancement, and perhaps, on a further 
examinadon, it would appear by no means unworthy 
the confideradon and fupport of the leg^ature : for in 
this great mountainous traft, extending into the heart of 
Leitrim, and not even terminated at Lough Allen, than 
which there cannot be a more lavage or uncivilized 
wafte, and in this direAion inhabited by a people as 
rude and barbarous as their wilds ; the diflaffeAed rebel 
had a fecure retreat in the late rebellion, and, from the 
nature of his recedes, baffled the purliiit ^f the yeo- 
manry, whole gallant exerdcms in thb inacceffible 
jeg^on were as meritorious, as the ferVice was difficult 
and dangerous. ' How elFeftually theii would it me^ 

fuch 
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filch dtfp€ndoc^, were thofe mouolaiot to be opened 
witb rosula ? In Ihc <loa&ty of Widdow it was the 
only txpnfient fbond to break the bands of rdiels and 
rdbbersi which lb loi^ infofied die neighbourhood of 
tlbe metropolis ; here it would have the iame happj 
infloence^ tad at once add to the improvemeBt of the 
county, and be the foundation to reclaim an extenfive 
vafte, and add to the population and wealth of the 
• nation, lleie unprofitable waftes, which are now fo 
ftcnre a retreat for the etn^nies to the. laws, would 
tlhen loon become the habitation^ of indullrious far^ 
mers ; and what iburces of hidden weldth ihuft in die 
culdvadon of thefe lands be difc6vered| which now lie 
dormant i A terj £ne kind of manure, bdi^ a decajr^ 
td Umellone, Is found in theft hills, iitnilar to that de£^ 
bribed in the County bf Stonaghaa Stirvey, found ia 
the Sleive-Baught mountains, but much richer» and 
tnore calcareous, and efienrefoes moft h^hly with 
adds. In ihe banks of rivulets, it is in great ^plentyi 
and about a mile frmn Swanlingbar, up the ilream, is 
an jmmenfe heap of it, which, when applied to the 
land, gives the moft luxuriant crops. Marie, is here 
proved effeftive for tillage, and is in abundance at the 
1>ottom of the hills, but they always exhauft this ma- 
nure with repeated croppings, before they let out their 
. lands into-graifes, or allow it any refrefhment. 

In Quilca mountain is a very rich iron mine ; I 
have Tent Q)ecimens of the ore to the Dublin Society^ 

which 
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wlttch may be ftcn in tbdr MafeoaK t^ miM . 
Iu6 been woAed bag fioce to a confidcrabk pro* 
Sh and the ore was finelted aboat balf a nule from 
SwanliDgbar into pig iroOf and carried from thmce 
t9 that viU^j where mills were erected to forge 
it into barS) and were worked by water, as a very 
firong momntaia ftream flows there : when the tim» 
ber of tbofe oKiuftiaias verte exhuttfled hi the fanMcesi» 
the work Was gtren ap^ though coal is certainly gofr* 
tig^OQs ; on the lands of Lurgan and CooUgh^ which 
are very near at hand, are ftrong indications of that 
mioeral, on the eftate of Johnathan Morton Pleyddl, 
££]• If the roads were opened, which I have reconn 
aaeiukd, then the coal mines in Leitrim conld be re» 
fivted to, and the iron works refiuned. On the foniP* 
mk of Quilca is a fpring of good water, and this UU 
fimna a remarkabk featarein thi^ diftri^ and over- 
kangi.the vaUey vrith cowerhig magnificence^ for thia 
flKnmtain the rnde natives have a firong venerations^ 
and nofflcrous fables, too abfiird to relate, are on re* 
cord amoogft them of its fupernatural powers, and 
the coctmorcBnary race, whkh they affirm and well 
believe are f efident mthin it. Nor is it left remark* 
able, -that the fummit of this hill was the pkce always 
choftn for crowning the M<Gwires, or invefting tfadr 
chief with foprenie power over the adjoining coont; 
of Fermanagh. This potenute, whofe envied title and 
Ible appeUation was M^Gwue, enjoyed as abiblnte 

and 
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and oncoiitroukd a dominioo as any eafiern prince, 
and tyrannized over his vaffiJs with defpodc fway, 
which they held to be the bafeft crime to oppofe j nay^ 
Co firmly were they riyetted in doty, we cannot from 
his tyranny foppoTe atfeftion to their chief, that they 
wonid not fhrink to &crifice thdr lives and properties 
to his commands i to this day the ignorant peafants 
cf thefe hills beiieve, that the fates of that family are 
ail dependant on Qnilca, and that extraordinary ap- 
pearances are feea here on the deceafe of any of the 
defcendants of thdr ancient chiefs* 

The extreme inperftition, which is connected wiA 
d^ old tradidons, and the credulous natives being fa 
prone to the belief of thofe idle tales, is very eafily 
accounted for, when we refleft, that the ancient barda 
of Ireland always concealed the moral of their poemsy 
and (poke to the people in fables founded upon alle- 
goties. The poet extenfively availed himfelf dF Ua 
ficence, in ftepping beyond the bounds of probability 
m his ffights and rhapibdies, as he found, that &bles 
only were graceful to the ear of an unlettered rabble; 
but, if we confider the mythology of his ftrains, wo 
may difcover, that a moral inference may be frequent* 
ly deduced. 

If this idea, which is not a novel pne, was more 
aunutdy confidered, and generally taken into account^ 
in the peruial of the old hiftories and poetical compo- 
fitions of the country, we fliould be Icfs apt to attach 

JO 
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to them fo mncb fidHon, which appears in a literal 
icQie; for their fables were either intended as a deco- 
radonto die piece, or to ccmvey inftroAioo, which 
efiefts drains of mere morality woold never have 
produced, becauTe they were not fmted to the cafte 
of the people* 

I do not mean to aflertj^ but that there are many in- 
fbmces to be found in fuch writings, which were the 
Ible work of fidtion, and intended to impole on the 
msnds of an ignorant people ; many of thele were the 
fubtilty of prieftcraft, as an illuftratioii to their fu- 
perfHtious doftrines, which they delivered in verfe, 
.as aUb in the £une manner were the laws promul- 
^gated, and many were the effiifions of a fertSe in- 
vention, or an abfnrd tafie, that indulged in marvels 
.loos redods, to divert and amufe the credulous ear, 
or perhaps to &rve as a relief to the unihtereiting and 
ledious chronology they defcribe. 

The Roman and the Grecian poets indulged con- 
liderably in fiftion, but the Irifli bards were philofo- 
phers as well as poete, and like the Eaftcrn Bramins, 
their verfcs were r^arded as lacred infpirations, and 
we read that, under ' thdr alluring and pleafing difci- 
pline, the kws were obferved, and the mmds of the 
people were craftily reformed to learning and dvi- 
lization. 

' It cannot be denied but that in this defign the bards 
had wellfocceeded for ages antecedent to the third 
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ttntnrff and to 8 nadoir An$ diHaized the dbte 
precepts of chriftianity about that era foon became 
madfcft truths, and were embraced even to the totsd 
exdrpa^oa of the Droids or bards thdr paAors, whoft 
abfelute donunion gave vray to the venerabk miffioo- 
aries of the gofpel ; and it b well authenticated, that 
for ages preceding the Daniih inTafiofiy the nation 
was rcoongrned for learning and arts, which eftvied 
diftinftion, exifilng valuable reKcks, and the ooft 
refpeftable andent writers have concurred to teftify it 
well deierved. 

But the unhappy and tedious warfare, wMch took 
place widv their cruel invaders, aiferded no opportu- 
nlty tor the further culttvadon of peaceful fhidy, and 
at onoe extirpated all manner of learning : hence fet- 
loiwed a rapid and miferable relapTe into ignorance, 
«Qd by the baneful tSoRs of war, the bright and 
eminent erudition of their predeceflbrs was oblite- 
rated in the barbarity of the fubfequent dark and un* 
civilized ages, whofe annals will ever be an inde]9>te 
fisun on the charader of the nadon. 

To refume the natural hiftory of thefe mountsdns, 
we find, that coal or iron ore are not the only mine- 
rals that abound ; for in the mountain of Ortnaciit- 
lagh near Ballyconnell, both lead and iSlver of« ane 
carried down the ftream, which -flows fromr thence, 
pure fulphur is frequently fiound, fuller's caith, and 
pipe clay are ia abundance, the hitter is found reiy 
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fyHf ftad wheo baked in the fnn acqmroi a piopsr 
confiflettcy^ approachiog into the Fermtnagh moi»- 
tttns, bcaadfal white and red tranfparent fpars are 
irithia a fpade's depcK of the furface, and here are two 
flate quarries^ which only reqnire a (pirited undertaker 
t» retnrn an ample profit ( potter's clay is in eyery 
tMnUand* and (ome of it of the very bell and pnreft 
kind ; patches of brick clay aboand, of the fineft and 
moft durable quality, and every ftep we take, evinoea 
the value of the mineral produ^ons of thefe moim« 
tains. Nor in its mineral waters, is this country de* 
fident ( at Swanlingbar is a celebrated wellj which is 
reibrted to in the fommer by th^ beft company, the 
report of the analyfis is fulphar, earth, fea^^ialt, and 
foffil alkali, and its medicinal etEsSts both alterative 
and diaphoretic ; the waters are uied from April to 
Septiember^ and are efteemed par^cularly rengoratiog 
for a debiliuted conftitntiaii. It may not here be im» 
proper to account for the etymology of this village^ 
which is £> incongruous with the ancient names of 
this country, and hold its appellation from the follow* 
ing filly anecdote. 

. When the iron mine was difcovered at Qmlca, |t 
HiZB engaged in by a company, whofe names were 
Swift, Saunders, Darling, and Barry, who chole this 
ipot, from its favourable fite, for a mill, which thef 
had to ereft on the ftream to forg^ fhat bar iroot 
and from their names tlus ridiculous word was torif 
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toredf from whence the village was called; it is oa 
the eftate of Mr. Wynne. Another mineral water is 
contiguous to the town, but is entirely fulphureous; on 
the mountains near Ballyconnell^ is alfo an incUcadoa 
of coal, on the eftate of the Mifs Montgomerys. 

The climate of thefe mountains b exceflively (evere, 
for four. months expofed to harfh winds and continual 
fiiow and fleet, which lies long on the furface; the 
foil is arpllaceous, with deep ftrata of gritty ftone, 
approtching near to granite; the furface very moily^ 
but they have ample fupplies of a blue gravel, which, 
with firing, certainly deftroys it, and alio, w^en dug 
into the foil, rehders it very dUy and dry. limeftone 
gravel of a loamy and very calcareous quality is fre- 
quently met in banks, and the folid block of limeftone . 
is .abundantly found, which they bum vnth turf, and 
apply rather iparingly to. their lands, fcarccly exceed- 
ing 30 barrels to the acre/and this fmall fupply yields 
a very . productive crop. Oats of the hardieft kind, 
and quite black, which is lowed after one or two crops 
of potatoes, is their prmdpal grain. Barley is fb 
rarely cuitivated,*as fcarcely dcfcrving to be Ipoken of, 
amongft them. Their valleys or low-lands are grafly, 
but very coarfe, and ferve to fuftain their cattle in the 
winter months, or rather three parts of four in the . 
year,' when the mountains are inacceiSble ; the breed 
is confequently poor and ftunted. 
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The plough is never ded, the gronad is to rockyi 
didr fpade is remarlubly long in the UadCf tvhkk ' 
they call ihe'Ioy, aad is fafluoned with a coafidefable 
conre to prevent the adhefioa of the foil, and as they 
trench m all thdr grain^ thdr labour is immenie yet 
not very expenfive, for they are ib expert as to require 
but twelve men to dig an acre in a day's work^ the 
ground lies admirably for drati^g, but bdng fo much 
nndtr church) and fchod* dominion bars its improve- 
ment very materially ; nor is it to the profiuble re* 
damation of hu(bandry only that their mountains aie 
fo very favourable^ but, as I havefaid, they evidently 
poflefs immenie riches in th^ mineral produAions^ 
and perhaps no where are more natural beauties to 
be ieen, to invite the hand of the ornamental im- 
prover; the lofty hills prelent the boldeft views» 
and create the fublimeft ienfations, and their naked 
fnmmits form a perfeft contrail with the verdure of 
the country below, which, though coarle, yet from 
this diftance appears to poflefs the richeft luxurianoe. 
Afcending the mountain from Derryolim, its fingular 
fhape is particularly firiking, and nods in uncouth 
pre-eminence over the lefler hills, which ieem to (hrink 
from the cra(h of its impending fummit, from whence 
is prefented the grandeft profpefb over feveral coun- 
ties; the furroundmg fcenery is only dcfiitute of 

dmber 

* Under thefe edaUiflimcnu, eocouragiag leafes cannot 
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timber to complete the landfcape: the vocidi have 
lieeii long iince cat down to fupply the fomaceg et' 
SwanCagbar. It is evident from the £ne growth tbty 
bftdj that the ioil it particularly favourable to plant»» 
tioQ^'and from the very fillures of the rocks ipring 
fiurobS) which floariih in thele wilds» and defy the ia- 
clemency of the winter^ which is here fo larerd* 
Bbngande and ochres are alio found in thefe nunm^ 
tains, the latter of fhe very beft quality, both red and 
yelloiKr $ of the former, the coarfe kind only^ which is 
uM in the potteries^ 

WOODS* 

The woods of Cavan were formerly very conflder^ 
able, and the timber of uncommon (ize, which argues 
that the foil is favourable to plantation. Dcmefiie 
grounds now can only boaft of this valuable ornamentf 
which will be particularly noticed in their places* low 
menie trees are found in the bogs, much grofler than 
I have feen elfewhere, but not fo found as thofe raifed 
m the Bog of Allen* That thefe bogs are of a^ left 
aftringent quality,.! cannot conceive ; for, if genuine 
original bog is any where, it muft be in Cavan, wher« 
they are fo extremely deep. I rather apprehend, from 
the iize of the timber, that it decayed before it fell. 

A ipirit of improvement in tliis delightful purfmt is 
evidaatly getting forward^ as many demefnes are now 
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wdl planted, and give a woody appcaraooe to the 
coonty; bat» excepting the vldaity of gBiitleDien'« 
fiats, very fitde Ihelter is to be found. In hedging 
and dEtcUng, they are remtrkaUy deficient i take all 
the town-lands of Cavan, and I qneflton, if, on an aTO» 
rage, three fields will appear well indofed in each 
town-land, or half of this number (hew quick or 
thorn hedges 

BOG AND MOOR. 

For culinary purpo(es, or for manufactures, Cavan 

poflefles a full fufficiency of bog, and ffvea fuel of the 

very beft quality; for draining, it generally lies far 

vourable, and yields the ftrong red aihes, which are fo 

particularly good and calling a manure. In Iime*ftone 

gravel the county is very deficient, which is fo valusr 

bk in the red^uming of bogs, as alfb it is ia limeftone 

quarry : but here the bogs, when drained and burnt, 

only yidd a verdure of a very kind and fine oatur^ 

fuperior to any I have before feen, which had not 

been Tuned* Theie bogs are vanoufly deep, but more 

generally exfremdy {o^ the llratum next the furface 

is very denfe and dofe, and makes the fineft fud ^ 

that neitlt to it is more commonly lefs tough, and apt 

to crumble, after which, to the bottom, it is of the 

moft excellent quality. When the furface ,is burntt 

it yidds Ihamrock and dover naturally^ and the fweet* 

eft herbage. 
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The moors are but in fmall proportion) and tha^ 
ivbich is called moor liere, would be efteemed abOAuVt 
bog in' other parts. They only difier from bog from 
the partial argillaceous ftrata, which run (b near the 
iurface, and' in them marie more generally abounds, 
which is highly calcareous, and very eafily r^iied. 



Sect. 5* Minerals^ and mineral water's. 

Are iron, lead, filver ore, coal, ochres, nrnrle, fuller's 
earth, potter's clay, brick day, mangapefe, fpar, ful- 
phur, and a fpedes of jafpcr ftone i Kmeftone, but in 
finall quantities. 

Befides the mineral waters at Swanliogbar, already 
defcrlbed in tjiis county, is that at Derrylefter, which 
has the fame medicinal virtues, being alterative and 
diaphoretic. 

The waters at DerrindafF have fulphur and purging 
fait ; their efFefts are ufeful in lownefs of fpirits, and 
nervous diieaies, and they have a diuretic tendency. 

The weU at Owen Breun has the like medicinal 
properties, and the analyfis fhews fulphur and foffil 
alkali. 

At Carrickmore, the waters are impregnated with 
fixed air, purging air, and foffil alkali, and are both 
purgative and diuretic They are extremely cold. 

Sect, 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. jj 

Sect. 6. fTater. 

The Erne is the principal river of Cavan, &ad is fup* 
pliedyin its courfe to Lough-Erne, with numerous takes 
and finall ftreams, which very plentifully water the 
country. A very fine line of navigation runs with 
this river, and vifits the beft cultivated and richeft 
parts of the county. A very finall expenle would 
, render it complete from Coote-hill to Belturbet, and» 
from thence to Ballyfliannon; it is at prefent navigable. 
. !f the line of canal were adopted, which I took the 
liberty to recommend in the Reports of Monaghan 
county, then would this county alio fhare the exten* 
five benefits to be derived firom it, were the line, I now 
propole, to be determined on here ; and on candidly 
examining the fiibjed, there is no difficulty in pro- 
nouncing, that no means whatever are (6 likely to 
afford true benefit here, as a navigation would enfiire. 
In water they would, doubtlefs, have a fleady fiipply, 
{o numerous are thdr refources in this particular, and 
it is prefiaqoied, that their manufacture would be highly 
benefited. • 

The lakes are capable of cnfuring a refervoir, for a 
confiderable part of the year, as many of them are not 
dependent on fprings within themielves for their wa* 
ters, but are filled with fmall ftreams> which flow into 
them. 
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The lakes of Cavan are numerous, and fome of them 
very extenfive flieets of water, which cover federal hun- 
dred acres, as will be particularly (hewn; others prefent 
great extent in winter; many of them are entirely dry 
in fummer, and are not without good falls, and could 
|>e eniily drained; they abound with the fineft pike, 
and tbeur waters are very deep and uncommonly clear; 
ft veral of them are' difcharged into ftreams, which form 
in the vales a powerful current, and with the diverfity 
of the channel create many other lefler lakes* After 
watering a great extent of country, they flow into 
Lough Erne, and clearly (hew the fine line of naviga- 
tion, which is fo attainable, (hould it be deemed politic 
-to adopt it. 
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CHAP. H. 

STATE OF PROPERTY. 
EJmUt aai Temtis. 

THE value of large eftates of this county rates 
from 10,000/. to 1 00b/. per annum, and they reduce 
even to 50/. per annum; the fmaller are coniiderably 
enjoyed, as grants even from the Cromwellian expedi- 
tion. 

The moft confiderable eftates are rellded on by the pro- 
prietors, and the lefler ones are almoft individu^Iy b\ 
a life intereft is moft uftially the tenure of farmers, and 
no county is more obftinately contefted in eleftions for 
members to ierve in parliament. Three lives is the 
general original term of the leaies, or twenty-one 
years and a life, yet fome valuable farms are enjoyed , 
in perpetuity, and fome of the holders have a coniider- 
ably fuperior intereft to the proprietor, who has the 
€ce. 

Hie farms are fmall diroughout, and come under the 
fame defcription as thofe of Monaghan, in the manner 
of occupation, bdng principally held bymanufaAurerSs 
who occafiona]ly relax from the loom to the bufinds of 
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the farm; the larger farms may average thirty acres^ 
the linaller feven; the latter bear above ten to one to 
the former^ ia the proportion of the county, fo that 
nine acres may be the average of the vrhoie. 

The reftriftion of non-alienation is not fb rigoroofly 
infilled on, and indeed, it is a very diificult, if not an 
unattainable matter, to devife the means for carrying 
this deiirable daufe into effeft. It muft be allowed, 
that the more the benefits refultiag from the obfervance 
of this impofidon are conlldered, the more deiirous we 
ihonld be, to have it of general effcft through the na- 
tion, as the heft guardian to improvement, and the fur- 
therance of agriculture} but fuch unconquerable diffi- 
culdes are preiented, as feem a total bar to its main* 
tenance* 

To make a leafe to the farmer for his own life 
will not bar the transfer of property ; for, (hould be 
become a bankrupt, then, the intereft in his tenure be- 
comes the property of his creditors, which no form of 
leafe can deprive them of, and is an alienation on the 
death of the leflee, and the lands becoming the proper- 
ty of the children, it conftitutQS a direft alienation; Md 

r 

what man will exhauft his wealth from his family, oo 
the uncertainty pf his owu life, fo that the improve- 
ment is barred by this claufe, and agriculture is, 
doubtlefs, ihacHled ; however, we fee fuch miferable 
examples, in every part of Ireland, of the interference 
of middle-men, as, doubtlefs, caufe a ferious cvil^ and is 
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« real oppreffion to the poor, as nnrealoQably loading 
the produce of the lands with a heavy charge ; for ^ 
each perfoD concerned mnfi have hb profit, and ul- 
timately the proprietor is a material fufferer, when 
his land is retained on his hands, £> exhaufted by 
incellant croppings, that it is incapable of yielding 
more, until unprofitable reft and immenfe expence 
prepare it again for perhaps the like flovenly and 
infamous management. 

, The remedy for this evil is worthy the confiderap- 
tion of the legiflature, and the miferable appearance 
of the *co(hier lands of Ireland loudly calls for their 
interference, which the proprietor has at prefent no 
remedy againft, but the tedious ftages of ejeftment, 
when he cannot otherwiie refcue his grounds from the 
bands of men with ndther capital nor judgment.f 

Speculadon without capital, which our countrymen 
are too prone to, will inevitably involve fbme of the 
parties engaged in it. If the needy peafant, who thus 
embarks, cannot fail in the purfuit, it is becauie he 
has nothing to lofe j but the weight of his folly and 

knavery 

* A negleded ftubble overran with weeds. 

1 1 beg leave to quote one legal opinion on this (ubjed. 

2 Durnford 3c Eaft. ^ Per jSUturJt Judge. The general 

Roe ▼. GalUers. f principle it clear* that the landlord 

Page 137. I having the Jos difponendt may annex 

■ ^ whatever conditions he pleafes to his' 

grant, provided they be not illegal or unreafonable. It is 

reafbnable, that a landlord fbould exercifc his judgment with 

refped to the peribn, to whom he trofts the management «f 

bis eftate } acoveoant therefore not toaffigo is legaL 
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kiia'rery preflss Hard oa thelaaiUord^ vho has no n- 
drefi by law» but l)y gefimeDt : in the ateaa 6ay^ 
the fluddle iiiaii> who opprefles both the prgprielor 
aftd the nuferable occupier, b enriched^ and is ea-^ 
coaragedto perievcre in a fyAem more tojorioiia ta 
the real mterefts of the natioay aa barrmg all unprove- 
nene, than txMt the weight cS tazea^ which are m* 
pofed by the kgliflature. 
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BUILDINGS. 



THERE 13 nothiag of magmficeoce ki the buildings 
In this coanty; at Bellamont foreft. this ftile b at- 
tempted, but quite too little grooud covered to ad* 
mit it. At F,arnhain^ the irregolarltjr, aad waftt of 
method in the flile, forbids claim to elegaace» hat 
theietwo priocely demeibes are well defenriag the noft. 
luagnificfior manfions, as will be (hewa» wheawecome 
to ^eak of the beauties they fo eogaiieBtty poflefi* Tb^ 
moi;e fubftaAtial farmers have good family hotfes^ 
which have little in the exterior to recommcad^then* bat 
the dwellings of the peaiantry are miferaUe iodoedi 
the general roit of thde huts with liberty «f turban^ 
and a rood of ground* is from forty to fifty fiiiUii^ 
per annua; this wotdd not average fifteen ihilUnfS 
from the head landlord* but, by the itf teif oreuce aC 
niddie-men* is raifed to the prefent extravagant piidu 
This middle-man is generally a manufaftuxer of linen^ 
who employs journeymen ; he rents, perhaps, ten or 
fifteen acres of land, at from fifteen to thirty (hillings 
per acre, according to the quality of the land, and 
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the number of cottages, which are ere£led oq it: thii 
he divides into fo many parts, as he has capital to em- 
ploy jourpeymen i he fets a rood of ground for fifty 
flullingsy which is ten pounds per acre, from which 
let us, (at the utmoft) deduA five pounds for the 
building of the cabin, which he is quickly repayed, 
we find it is he, who has the great benefit of the land^ 
that but a finall matter is returned to the original pro- 
prietor, and the 9ccupier, who ought to enjoy fbme 
profit, as it is he who makes and pays the rent by 
exceffive labour, is left in penury and diftrefs, by thi$ 
extravagant and burthenibme procefs. 

This wretched member of Ibciety works at the 
loom for his rapacious employer, and his tenure is 
called a dry cot-take } if he has the grafs for a cow, 
he pays for it, from one to two guineas additional; 
which is termed a wet cot-take : theie cot-takes are 
not leafed to the weaver, which is the pretence the 
employer pleads to his landlord, (who may be an ene- 
my to alienation) that, a^ he does not give any ftated 
term of the tenement, of courie he has ho fixed inte- 
left in it , but ye( the mifcbievous confequence is the 
fame, and the occupymg tenant is grievoufly ppprefled, 
and kept in continual poverty^ This fubjeft will be 
again refumed in the eleventh chapter, where it parti* 
Urly applies. 



CHAP. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. ^ 



CHAP. IV. 



MODE OF OCCUPATION. 

SECTION I. 
Size ^ Farms, and cbaraBers of Farmers^ 

THE average of fanns here is about nine acresj 
taking large and fmall together, but in the vicinity of 
towns where is a market, they leldom exceed five. 
The mountainous parts only, where the population Is 
ib thin, are largely allotted to individuals, who occupy 
them in grazing young cattle, in the fummer months^ 
moftly for hire; the low grounds being in fo fmall 
allotments, that the occupiers cannot raife grain for 
market in abundance, but merely to fupply their own 
families. The principal commodity for market, which ' 
is raifed from the ground, is flax ; potatoes, of courie^ 
are plenty, as their day grounds are ib favourable to 
them. Iq pet-parks, in the demefnes of the gentry^ 
Ibme fheep are fatted ; thefe occafionally come to mar- 
ket, but, in general, excepting the environs of Cavan 
town, there^are not good fheep-walks to any extent in 
the county. The middle diftrift, m the barony of 

Loughto^ 
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Lofoghtee, it certainly fapcrior to any other part of 
the county for feeding ground, and here, particnlarly 
at Famham, where the breed of cattle is fo fine, they 
fieed oxen to as great a fize, as any part of Ireland can 
produce; but, in general, the markets of this county 
are but poorly fuppfied with taeat. As to the pea- 
fantry, whether we confider them as manufafturers, 
or as farmers, they are commtuda^Te as to induftry, 
as indubitably they are hard working people; but 
yet their farms flicw but a floirettly care and ill ma- 
nagement, and argue theimpoffibilityof devodng a due 
attention to the two purfuits, ^i^uch, in their feveral 
/lagcs, are fo oppofite. If it could be done at aU, I 
ihould thinjk in this cpunty It ought to fuccecd, where 
fb^ farmer jipUU fo fmall a portion of land^ and has 
joore t^an his entire rent c6ming in from the ofiets 
of hk little farm, fo that neither want of capital, nor 
extent .of grounds can be taken as an excuie for 31 
iwmagemeat, and the general cbaiafteciftic of the peo- 
ple is thrift and iabriety; yet we Icarcely fee a field io- 
doled with a ditch, which vdll ftand for a fealbn, and 
no attempts at all to quick it, or plant a tree. Thefe 
iQiproyements are peculiar to the ieata of men of for* 
tan<, and:which the lower claft biure little notion of. 
As J have ihewn the character of the people is priuft- 
word&y as to induAry and fobriety, fo candour muft 
jokUffi me to expofe their Arange infatuation to cus- 
toms hovrever ndiculous, which yet prevails^ nor ^lU 
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ddnooftradoii itfelf perfiiade tbem to dbtodonlhem, or 
adopt ibodea of improvemeatt which bftve not bseo 
fiuftAloded by the example of tbtir predeocllbra. 



Sect. 2* Rent. 

Since the Englifli fettlers came to this country, rent 
has been paid in fpecie ; before that time, it was paid 
in kind, and, although in the principal parts of Ireland 
bank notes were received in payment, yet here, until 
the latter year, they have been generally and fteadily 
reMed, and now but j)artially fo: fpecie enough wag 
hitherto found to difcharge their rents. It is worth 
enquiring the reafon for this fudden change, after (b 
long apd fb fuccefsful a refiftance, which I (hail en- 
deavour to account for. The linen manufaAure, 
>jwhich IS the life and foul of this county, and 00 wliich 
its profperity entirely depends, has had all its maters 
hitherto paid for in fpecie, and as the weaver or the 
farmer would take no other payment but cafh, they 
were, of courfe, obliged to pay their rent in fpede; 
and where extenfive markets are refotted to every day, 
and perhaps, from eight to ten thoufand pounds regu- 
larly expended weekly, it was not in. the power of 
the (peculators in difcount to take the fpecie out of the 
county; for the manufadurers paid the higheft di& 
count for ca(h, to take to market to purchafe their 

webs. 
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webs. I muft here digrefs a moment m JohttriAgg 
that thb has been a conllderable tax on the trade, in as 
much, as the rate of difconnt per cent, exceeded the 
currency of bank noM, and may, in fome degree, ac- 
count for the extravagant prices, which linens have 
borne, fince the national bank was prc^ibited from pay- 
ing fpede by order of council. Other reafons, and mate- 
rial ones, have alio occurred, to occafion the extraor- 
dinary rife, which has confidcrably injured the trade. 

I muft only now remark, that, as the tax of difcount 
for (pede is in part taken off^ and the merchants 
pay for webs with both cafh and bank notes, it is to 
be expeAed, that fince the burthen is gradually remov- 
ing, the trade will again recover, and be brought 
more on the general level with other articles of com- 
merce, which the community at large will, doubtlefs, 
fell the good effefts of. 

To refumethis account for the difappearance of 
Ipede, I muft remind my readers of the extraordinary 
emigradon of linen weavers from this province, the laft 
ipring, to America, feveral thoufands having aAually 
left the country, which the too lenient and miftaken 
government permitted, in confideration of the calamity 
of the fcarcenefs of provifions. It is a well authenti- 
cated faft, that it was not the pooreft clafs who left 
the country j for how could a poor man command fix 
guineas for each of his family, which was the bare 
paflage money only? And, although in former years 
\ their 
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tfadr venture was linen cloth, yet It is well known 
they ,took out all they were worth, converted into 
Jpecie \ the intereft of their farms, thdr ftock on the 
farm, and in trade, was all fold for ca(h: how many 
thouland pounds muft the country have been ftripped 
of, for their paflage money only, which was* given in 
prompt payment ? Granting, that the amount of this 
fum was left in the country by the captain of the veflcl, 
for the high difcount which then prevailed, yet the 
moft confiderable (urns muft have accompanied the ad- 
venturers; for the man, who could fpate from his ftock 
fix guineas per head, for the paflage of his family, 
muft have had no finall purfe, to commence a living in 
a ftrange country. How ftrongly pi£hired here u the 
character of the Irifti peafant — how diredly marked 
with fpeculation and adventure ? 

After encountering two y/ears of famine, fuch as he 
before never witnefled, and burthened with an unpre- 
cedented wdght of taxes, at the eve of the moft abun- 
dant harveft, that ever the country was bleflcd with, 
he diipofes of his all, for an adventure to a country he 
knows not of, and will foon forfake for his native 
home, to which he returns a burthen and a pauper. 

Such is the true piAure of emigration, as already the 
adventurers have reprefented to their relatives, whom 
they have fbrfaken, which will, doubtlefs, quell that 
rage for emigration, better than the moft ftrift laws^ 
which to |he national dilgrace, and incalculable lofi, 

were here incautioufly permitted to ilumber. 

One 
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Oae half of the yearly rente pf Cavao are left witk 
the teawu to trade on, as they pay only the laft gals^ 
a$ the ftcoad becomes due. I have in other Reports , 
very fully endeavoured to fhew the impropriety of 
this cuftonif which the landlords call an indulgenoey 
but which, doubtlefs, can be made the moil arbitrary 
aie of| as at all dmes the tenant muft obey tfie orders 
of the landlord, or be driven for the pending ^dc 
of rent, which too few can command, without diC* 
pofing of their ftock to their dKadvancage, in a bad 
leafon, or leaving their lands unoccupied* 

We have numberleis inftances of the abufe of this, 
cuftom, the recital of which muft be as well to 
the national as. the individual difcredit, for in too 
many parts does it«fhamefully prevail j I ihould con- 
iider him tlie beft landlord, who would oblige and 
iniift on having his rent paid up pun£lually: his 
tenant is much more independant than the man, who 
has the indulgence of the hanging gale. 

The women contribute very confiderably to the 
rent by fpinning^ they are extremely induftri*- 
ous; as the farms are linaUp there is no great de- 
mand for labour, the family on the land being ge- 
nerally f uUy adequate to all the work ; nor for the 
iame reafcm have they cottiers, as in Ldnfter and 
Munfter, as thofe called cottiers here ^e their la> 
bout to thdr empbyer at the loom; For the cot«takc 
there is no leafe, and rent is paid in labour, in the 

. libs 
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Xke maaoer, a9 ia tht couftdes where the cfivkrs work 
%lNKM»d : they are boch fliulinlly booad to their eai- 
pfcysrs, only as. kmg as they lik« dieir fcorvke i d^ 
ttot, which donbdefs ou^ to be ooofidered as rent^ 
are <ml^ partially adhered to at thia <;ooDtryj and art 
aattdier foorce, £toin ivhkh mach e?il may flow, aad 
at leaft only ferte to hold up the vefiiges of the feodat 
fyfteiii> whkh m {o nony iaflances are in dire£i ho& 
tiity to the fyint of onr eoidtitstion, and a heaivy 
fluickk on the liberty of tlw fubjeA. The happy fpirii 
ci improvement ia firmly taking root, and the tmtt 
intereft and honmr of the nauon will naturally pre* 
vidl, before which theft idols muft iali. 



SftCT. 3. Tifhes 



The matter of complamt, Jn this inftance, is not 
againft the prmcip^Ie of the tax, fo much as the mode 
of colleAing it ; no fyftem in esuftence labours under 
greater abufes, nor coidd any be more eafily reform- 
ed; the timidity difplayed by the friends of the Churchy 
in remedying the' enormous abufes which are counte- 
nanced, almoft Induce a fappofition, that the whole 
fabric will meet a crafti ; for tfiat, which has fo much 
evil interwoven in it, will not ftand; I beg I may 
be underftood, that there cannot be any perfon, who 

-£ wilhes 
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wiihes better to the interelb of the chorch then Ido» 
jukd I by no meant would argue for the impropriety 
of the tax ( I would wi(h to fupport the rightt of the 
church J I therefore would willingly expofe the de- 
fcfta, which may be remedied, and far from prefuming 
to point out an infallible cure for the e?il, I would 
heartily wiih that the clergy themfeWeg would rec- 
tify tt» which it is doubdcTs in their power to do» 
without recourfe to the legiflature, and almoft to the 
general fadsfa^ion. I conceive, that the fame mi£* 
chievous fpirit of alienadon has cauied the prefent 
grievances in this fyftem, as paffing through the hands 
of fo many proftors, each of whom has a confiderable 
profit. This is a fubjeJt I wifh to couch on but light- 
ly, as I know that this particular, being a matter of 
enquiry in the furveys of the prefent ftate of the conn- 
ties of Ireland, has created an unfounded alarm; 
however, there are ibme matters here fanftbned by 
cuftom, wluch there can be no. impropriety in can- 
vafling, and one, which leems not a little extraordi- 
nary, is the loading the dUage only with the tax ; 
the ddie for meadow is not an acreable charge, but 
is fix pence for any quapdty, be it more or leis, ib 
that the man, who has one thoufand acres of meadow, 
pays juft the fame fum as the man, who haa but one 
acre : and as the poorer dafs have nothing but tillage^ 
of courle, the fmali meadow tax he is not liable to, 
but he is to the heavy tax, which falls on grain. 

Thus, 
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Thtt6> it is oot the rich in meadow lands and crops 
of hay, who pay the clergy, but the miferable pea-> 
fast, put of the icanty mor&l he has prepared for his 
vretched family. I do not now mean^ that it is a hard« 
Ibip, that the rich landlord, who has his parks in lux- 
-uriant grafs, Oiould not contribute to this tax } for, 
r^yerting to the ori^nal inftitution, we find it is he, 
who has been a material fuffjsrer, becaufe, as his lands 
are liable to the imppfition of tithe> of cotti;le, by, 
fp much as they fliall be rated to return, to the clergy, 
by as much will the tenant underrate them in his 
offer for the rent of th&farm ; for h^ knows thelanfls 
muft pay tithe and taxes, let who will occupy them, 
Skfkd this fum he fliould deduft from the value of the 
rent, before he makes his bar^n. 

I would therefore conceive it is the orig^al pro- 
prietor, on whom the tax bears the hardeft in the 
principle, but that the great evil. of farming tithes, 
and the modes of coUeiling them> cruelly opprefi 
the pooreft clafs of the community ; and except in 
latter years, when corn did not bear fo immoderate a 
price, it Is well known, that meadow lands were more 
profitable than tillage ; of courfe the rich farmer choft 
the former huibandry, and one very natural realpn 
in this county was, becaufe it removed him beyond 
the reach pf the griping proftor. 

Another evil is, that^ where fo many middle*men 
intervene, why not charge each of them with a pro- 

s a portion 
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fbriiot^ as they have Aerdn profito deari ia4 ii6t hkA 
cHe occnpter ^th the eadre tar, who payt aU of Atoo^ 
their immodtRne profits, and i/f thie fweat of hfir b8d# 
they are enriched^ whOft Mb own fajmtyj inrom domw 
with toll, tnow not the jbya of independencci oi the 
Ue/Bn|;^ of plenty. 

It wotild be ai^ tilfbit to i rtiSotsil ositdrfbutdkl^ to 
l&y, that theft are evils, which caniiOt be redreflbd; 
nkany, thotigh fimitleis, Kavef been t&e obimiis re^' 
Aedles ihewir, bttt ^iriiich have hitherto nfet with efttd 
inattefltioa. 

On the whde, the clergy are HI paid, the occupier 
is diftre/Ied and impoled on, and the crafty proQor is- 
enriched at the expence of both parties ( he mitft be 
rooted ont, or the fyftem will ever caufe a jnft com- 
plahit, and be the continnal fenree of difcontent and 
milbMef. 



Sect. 4. EpahRJhnuntfcr the Poor. 



' The great abufes, which have crept into the poor 
I^ws of Sngfamd, and the ieverity of the tax fhould is- 
ttmidate us from encouraging a fyftem fi> expenfive and. 
oppreiGves yet, that fomethmg b neceflary to be dose 
(bx the poor of Irefamd is an undifpated matter. 

Did fhreft way to amafs a fund for this puq>oic, is 
by fob&ription, in times^if pknty, appreciated accord- 
ing 
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4pgito the tUxEAcB amd occnpatioiis of treiy iadivJdiial 
4o ioa^f between certain ^ges. 

T^ following fchem^ .thoi;^ not.eotiraly adapted 
fo Irclaody jet a fnffirienqr tnay be coUe£ked fromit^ 
4^3 GQidd ife jtnqdifindj ibas to anfwer yeiy folly the io- 
tendon. I have g^ven it in the preceding volumes^ at 
^^Vipltion of die Dnblia Sofktj^ wbiob I hei:e re- 
foat. 



*=5PP 



Jlioif fif jSfr. Peh^S twenty piinutes advia en tbt 
Tooa LAvn. 

^ ift. That a proper officer be appointed for Khch ex- 
tent, of diftrift as he may be lixppoled conveniently to 
(iiperintendy to take a lift of the names and places of 
abode» of all males above the age. of dghteen, and of all 
females above the age of fevehteen yeariBi in the lamo 
msumer.-as the lift is made ont &r the militia^ 

« ad. That every fnch male pay two-pence per weelc, 
and every inch female three farthings or one penny per 
yndk^bk the hands of the above officer, for the pnrpo- 
.ies hereafter to be fpeqfied. 

^ 3d. That the above officer ihall be empowered to 

fvamfh empjoymeot for all fnch as are willing to work^ 

and who cannot find it for themfelves. 

<< Wbeilier 
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«' Whether this officer {hould be ch(^ii annually m 
rotation, after the ^manner of an overleer, or whether 
he would be a permanent officer, upon an adequate 
lalary, will be matter of future confideration; but, if 
the latter, he Ihould be paid by the community, and 
not'out of the fund. 

" 4tb. All the poor being thus fnre of employment, 
the matter or miftrefs, for whom they work, (hould be 
jnftified in retaining thefe fums refpe Aively out of thdr 
wages; and, whether they do fo or not, they (hould (in 
default of the individual) be ahfwerable to the officer 
for its payment; all mafters and miftre(res of families 
ihould in like manner be anfwerable for thdr iervants; 
and all keepers of lodging hou(es, &c. for thdr inmates. 

^ 5th. Thefe fums (hould be carried weekly to the 
general treafurer of the £vjfionf who (hould g^ye (uffi- 
dent fecurity for the fame. 

^< 6th« Out of this fund, every male, who W really in- 
capable of labour, fliould (by virtue of a certificate from 
tiiC above officer) have a right Iro demand from the 
treafurer five (hillings per week for the firft fix months, 
ihould his illne(s laft (b long, and four fliillings per 
week after that periqdi until tie again becomes capable 
of labour. 

** Every female (hould have a eight to demand 
,2/. 6J. per week for the firft fix months, and after- 
wards 2s. per week, until (he was again able to work; 
(he (hould be entitled to four weeks full pay at every 

« Every 
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« Every male abovMbe age of fixty^ve years, whc- 
d&er capable of labour or not, (hould be entitled to 4/. 
per ixreek during life. Every female ihonld, after the 
fame age, be entitled to receive a/, per week daring 
lifc. 

<< 7tb. Any perlbn haiiDg three childivn under nine 
years of age^ fliould be entitled to i/. &/• per weel^ 
until the eldeft Oiould have attained the age o( nine 
years } and if he has more than three under that ag^ 
he vonkf be entitled to ts. 6d. per week for each, above 
that number; and, if any one or more of his duldren 
Should happen to be idiotick, iniane, or otberwile fo far 
difiUed, diher fa% body ^x mind, as to be utterly inca- 
pible of labour, eadi'of them Aould be confidered as 
under the age of nine years^and paid for aocordingiy. 

« If a su>ther IhouH be left a widow, with three 
dtildren under mae yeara of age^ (he fliould be entitled 
fo recdye 5/.^ tf wMi two diildreb, y.^ and if with 
one 'child, u. 64. per w^eek ; if more than three un- 
d^ ehaf agp, x^. fortcach^above that number : it bdng 
admitted, that all her time is taken up by three, and al- 
lowance made for it, but that tbm is incapable cxf look* 
ittg afier^andtaklag caveof a greater number. The 
wives of men ftrvlng In the flulida, and in the army oir 
navy, ihouU, during^tke aUence of their hufbands, be 
confidered and piovided for in aU reipe As as widowsw 

u If a child fliould be left an orphan under nine years 
of age^a^. |ier week ihall \» allowed fmoo^tiie fupd for 

ita 
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ks maiateoaoce^ if vM^e tbao opedf ihe.iaoft ftflrily, 
I/. &/. per week for eaeb* ab(Mfe that .ndit^bec ^ 
thcrt 18 piobabfy no lefs fricqd(hip 9imi^ die lower 
jtbim amoogft the kig^r orders of fociet:}r, it vMnld 
generally happen, that feme friend or relation of the 
deceaibd woukl gladly tal^e chaf^ of the children, 
^ovided they could^f ib withof t^ctfeofiallors %o fihcn^ 
Jetees : thi$ c^u^ation woi^ dBfc(£bt&lfy pi<e¥ent tiiat 
lofs $ aid* IP comgniktc in ibiy»^4€g«9e, for ithe want 
cf pareatal aft^tion^ ^. per weAk vaore is 4lll^6d fot 
<he matntnance oif ^la oq^has^or a faitti^ of tmphni^ 
^faan fiar %<Ui4, qt £Mi%«f i^httdtdn, who AiU Md^ 
1^ adath«r. If« hi»wevtHbmy Mtig^ flidiOdltolbr^tib- 
^40iMMi)4y ^nforfilMie m fltot to te tbm «dt>pfer4 ifar 
olfaer iabovie. JweHtteupd ihoidd be (ol>%ed to ptDvsdeot 
fP<4ptKcl» f9ri!lMi, «rljkb trie fvrill dvM]^ be afclb td'do 
§Kr ifae Ann ()rslRnatt)ioveiaieBiJ9Md* 

«< 9|h. liUl c^iUMh rAom nkie yettri <if «ge» tf «• 
betldb^flioikldiif they toverapt^aicpA»'Oirth^:par«M 
«9e not abk <Q provide ior.tben^te pot pot^aftdr the 
maafMr ofti^tnA'trpisCkiiotfsi, .. 

»^tk AU;p«rfclto a^lffifng'CfrrifefiiSag'fioi psydmir 
«Mtrib«riMb' AiOiUllw c<tewtttd>il5 iidM ^l^Mvi U 
Ihe koiife 1^ cptvea^i^ lor ^die^^^ 

idlb. if ^Mtia^»ttMmJKf.^fMtikm:<^^^ 
QKfii&Ky ideMB^B :U^n it, tbe^MsieiiiQy Jflrada^te 
made ^ J>y^^rpafiAi fftk^ <co3kdddJtt4te>ftitie4itiner 
aAal4ut£Bit,^.iHdralitaajri&^ 

part 
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ipltfti»f ^ mvUimi^ (£(^r then w^tfid k» ito 4»att) 
who Ihoidd ia «U ci^es cMdre i|»«r nlitf ftn.^THB hA- 

* 4Kb. If the fuod (a»«ioft probub^ wooU hflflpai) 
ihould iDcreafe beyond the ncce&ty 4eaiMd6 iit>Ofi it^ 
the furplus (hould on oo account be diverted to any 
other purpofe, than the benefit of the fnbfoibers. Bm 
when the price of grain exceeded (bat, which brings it 
eafily within the reach of the muldtade, every perfon^ 
who had three children or -more nnder nine years of 
age, flioald have a right to demand fach a fum, in pnW 
^rtoitotbenunber of hk familjs as woaU Bflfooa the 
irarioos ^cdefliam of Jife (takiqg wiheatiat a flaid«DA)4o 
«a modeiafee price % andindeod^I dnn^in allicafea^ arfaa 
-tfa^price of gmi]^ eoDoabds. tlwt(pRipoiik», at windi tbe 

•fieficy> as well4tt f6oi)ita|iQJiiBnaiiity,^ici|pdres4lMt dU 
4ai^ ftusiilias Aotild lie ^enMed 4o neeke^ich/a iiriB 
^^ ^^Kyre fpedfiod, alltooe^ ^Mhdtdd %e mi^cBaiy iio 
colleft a rate for theftirp<»ft.^ 

This ffAan cettalkfy muAdtmt 4ippiy tk m kr ij in* 
^9^ce' tt> <»dt«nd^ •ihe^iiatte Mr«tfld ^eciaittty te Jflnnr ^ 
;|Htf itM^^, and it 'nmdd faqniae fifpcnd mar^Hal 
oAtefeoklfls. I«ieiAvies«idkildiW(tf itiifidatt^ 
-tkeaSy provided for 'by «ft'af'paiti&in#tft^ botwcft- 
-mUeae cftabliiUimeai bxAs^pcmmaflkvbcriotmtBii Stiom 
iiii^lBadstof 4hefemto; 4aid» if )fiich'i^BiodfficAian nm 

.adopiod> 
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adoptady and th« example fet by the proprietor of a 
•largeeftaie, makiDg it a Imi^g claiife on the refidenti 
on his lands to oblerve certain mlesy the happieft coa* 
fisqaeBces- would doubtleis be the refoky and would 
fooD bt geoeraUy followed. 



SpCT. 5. Leafes; 



In the pieftnt prevalent fjtflem.of alienation^ tlie 

lealea are of too long a period^ though the general 

^ term is but twenty one years^ to which a life is added, 

or diree Iircs "vrithout yeaiSy or thirty one years widi-> 

out liveai ForBieriy» the landlord fought for a tenant 

. to take his ground, on a long kafe, and evta obliged 

. Uffi to renew, on the esqpiradon of his tcrm^ but now 

diere is no want of bidders for fara^atc<mfiderably a 

higher rent more than thdr valoe^ 

In landss wluch are exbaufied^ and without any im- 
provement as generally is the cafi^ when the kafb 
dropSf tbt:<enant»if be is folvent^ ought to have a long 
kafe» to ftcnrehim the money he muft expend^ to 
. bring the land ioio heart, l«d ths prelent term is oer- 
.tainly too ihort for that fpecnkdos. If it were 000- 
dirioned, that leafes ihonld be renewed to the origuud 
. tenant, if he has made certain valuable and lading va^ 

provements^ 
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pTOVttaeatti it vrdold tetid to gcnend advaatsigey aUow- 
JDg a fair advance in rent^ according to the rife of the 
times , but it will be a long time before the peofde 
urtll hive tte .confidence to expend their -cafrital on a 
leale for a fhort period ; yet in many parts of £ngkad 
it is conftantly done, nor have the tenants ever had 
canfe to repent their credulity. 



THE FOLLOWING ARE THE USUAL CLAUSES IN 
LEASES* 

A refcrvation of royalties to the proprietor; liberty 
of looking for game. 

To permit landlords to fearch for mines^ making the 
tenant compeniadon for dams^* 

To pay all ta&ea made^ or hereafter to be made, 
qmt and crown rent (excepted* 

To do fmt and fervice at the manor courts and grind 
corn at the manor null. 

Not to alienate' under penalty of double rent, (this 
danle not fuf&dently underftood to be infifted on.) 
To joinndghbouri ng tenants in maUng fences, and 
fcowcring ditches, (This daufe (hamcfully neglefted.) 
■ Not to pare or bum the land under the penalty pre^^ 
fcribed by law. TotaOy negleStd. 1 

To exMbit lives or prov^ that they exift, once in 

every three years. 

To 
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To ofafige Ac onuaic to reftore tU dang to the faH, 
•ntdeoDiihe hxm, Qodcr peaatty of ton ftiUiagt |>cr 

Aod 10 4biM4iew Iwfesr to rtftore 4» dM ioU 



C»AP. 
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CHAP. V. 



IMPLEMENTS. 



THE beaten track of old cufioms has hitherto pre- 
vented an improvement in this particular, and fon^e 
of the mod mifliapen ploughs are to be ieen here. 

The three horie plough abreaft is, however, well 
balanced in the draught, and particularly adapted to 
Xhis county, where, from the weak powers of their 
hories, the yoke is too levere for two horfes> and yet 
not fufiBciently heavy for four, wluch pvcs .a great 
faving; but the prindpal objection to it, which is a 
material one, is that the fingle horfe is always walking 
on the ploughed ground. 

The following draught will at once (hew the prin- 
ciple <>f it, as given b the reports of Monaghan. 






^c 



Let the ri^t fine A B C reprelent the fwindle-tree, 
to which the loag chain is yoked, from four feet and a 
half to five feet long, three inches broad, and two 

thick: 
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thick: the aiiial iron hooks and rings, here called 
cut weddys, are fixed to each end y the iotermediate 
fy^cc is next divided into three equal divifions; at 
one end (A) is fixed ,the tree for two hories ; at one 
third of the length of the beam from the point (A) 
is fixed the chain (B), by which the beam is atuch- 
ed to the plough ; at the end (C) the remaining two- 
thirds of the length of the beam, diftant from the 
chain (B), is fixed the one horfe tree; the weight 
or draft is thus exaftly divided amongft the three 
horfes^ Let the beam (A C) reprefent the Roman 
balance, fufpended by^ and turning on its axis on the 
chain (B) ; the arm (B C} bdng twice the length of 
the arm (A B), it follows, by the known rules of that 
power, that it will require twice the weight at the 
point (A), to a£l as a counter{>oife to a given wdght 
at the point (C); or, in other words, two horfes 
pulling from the point (A), will be no more than 
a match (or counterpoife) for one horfe at the point 

(C). 

The Scotch plough has beeq introduced by Mr. 
Murphy of Cootehill, and its fuperior powers imtTer- 
laUy admitted \ its coft is four pounds com^etely 
mounted. 

The wheeled cart is too generally known to re^ 
quire defcription \ the farm car, for drawing manure, 
Gonfifts of long fhafts and back flats only, on which 
the dung bafket is placed, as the foil being in fo many 

places 
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places fpiry and boggy, wheds would imk, and be 
much more laborious than the ffide, which is ihod with 
iron. 

But in the hilly parts, the dung is carried in two 
boxes, called bardocks, flung acrofs the back of an 
borie, having failing bottoms, which drop the load 
without difturbing the box; theie boxes value from 
three to four (hillings per pair. 

The fpade. refembles the Englilh garden fpade, with 
two fteps, and requires to be ftrong, as the ground is 
very ftony ; the handle is alfo confiderably larger 9 
they coft, when mounted, from four to fix {hillings. 
The ihovel of the ufual fhape cofts two fhilliags and 
two pence, with handle; fork ditto, one (hilling and 
leven pence halfpenny ; hay-rake, dght-pence to ten 
pence. The harrow is fmall and light, and always 
iingle, its coft from thirteen to twenty (hillings; com- 
men plough, one gmnea and a half. 

A hoe has never been u(ed in the county, but in 
gardens, nor do they ever fow their grain, or potatoes, 
in drills. 

I have feen but <me threfhing machine in the county, 
which is at Farnham. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, vi; 



INCLOSING, FENCES, (sft. 



EXCEPT in the viciiuty of towns, and on demefne 
grounds^ the fences and inclofures of Cavan are ex- 
tremely bad; of conrfey they want (helter, and are much 
<expofed. They have few ftone walls for inclofures^ and 
the poor mound of earth appears more as a boundary ~ 
mark^ than a fence from cattle. 

An excellent method for thickening and laying 
hedges^ which makes the beft defence, is to procure 
ftakes with a crook on ^he head> and drive them into 
the gronnd with a hatchet, confining the branch, which 
is nicked and laid down ; care (hould be taken to keep 
the (hoots well trimmed, which will quickly thicken 
the fence ; double ditches are not now made, as was 
formerly the cafe, lands bemg fo very dear; but it b 
abfolutely neceiTary in reclaimed bog, to incloie it with 
a double ditch, which ought to be wide at top, fo that 
trees might be planted, with which this kind of foil ad- ' 
mirably agrees» and the nature of this fence makes a 

furc 
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fare protie6tioD to the treet» ftom youag cattle; boc to ' 
plant trees on the tops of fingle ditches^ it is ten to on^ 
if ever they cpme to maturity, as they are {o ezpofed to 
cattle^ and other acddents, by which means the ditch 
is broken down, and the expenfe goes for notUng. 
Qmcks make the beft fence^ and will thrive in every 
foil; they (honld be carefully hoed, and earthed up for 
two years, and attention had to weeding them. In 
making ditches^ where the ftuff thrown ont of the 
dyke is wet, it Jfhonld be done by degrees, and not 
heap too much loofe ftuff together, as its own wdght 
will confequently burft it, before it is fettled; af- 
ter a little is thrown up, it fliould be permitted to 
harden, and worked in dry weather, and after fbme 
time to throw up more, until ^the whole is completed. 
The month of March is an excellent feafon for this 
work, but to ditch in wet weather, infurcs perpetual 
repairs and trouble, and a non-attention to the proper 
ieafon for this work is the caufe of fb much expenie 
attending it, and makes it difconraging to the farmer. 



WALLS. 

The Indofire of walls is Uttle attended to in Cavan; 
but a dry wall coped at top wiih mortar, and daflied, 
makes an excellent and neat fence, and is by no means 
expenfive; a wall of this defcription, fix feet high, two 

f - and 
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and a half feet at bottom, reduced ^to d^teen inches 
at top» will be a good proportion. This is an excelleai 
inclofure for a paddock* 



FmUl YARDS. 

• 

HithertOi there has been little concern paid to offi- 
ces, or farm yards, nor is their difpo/ition here to be 
recommended i they feem to be ereQed without plan or 
method, and occafional additions built as they found 
the want of offices. At Farnham a great extent of 
ground is covered with good offices, and an incloied 
yard apart for every particular u(e ; thofe Immediately 
adjoining the houfe poflefs all that convenience which 
is qeceflary for fo extenfivean eftablilhment. More 
generally, if the neceffary offices are erefted, they feem 
to think it quite fufficient, and appear to be ignorant 
of the importance of an inclofed yard. With the lower 
clafs, their cow or horfe have a corner of the cabin 
affigned to them, when they are too poor to ercft a 
fiahle or cow-houfe, and this is too frequently the cafe 
on abfcntee property. 

The immenfe quantities of manure, which a farm 
yard would treafure, would foon repay the expenfe of 
the wall, and where is the foil, on which fuch manare 
would better tell, than on the hills of Cavan,or the val-i 
lies when drained i 

^ The 
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Tht moft impprtant office in the farm-yard U the 
bara, the fite of which requires particular attendon i 
this office (hould confift of two ftories in the rear, and 
but one in front } of courfe, it fhould be built on the 
fide of a ri£ng ground, and the floor joifted, and board- 
ed with oak ; this precludes the poflibility of vermin 
burrowing beneath, and a very convenient office is 
gained under it. 

We little confider the deftruAive confequences of 
vermin, which to fome farmers are more grievous than 
all the other taxes they pay ; and how little manage* 
ment will place corn beyond thdr reach ? 

A bam thus conftruded, may be built completely 
for from twenty to thirty pounds, and about twenty 
flxillings will pay for a fet of (lands and caps for a 
com flack, where they commit the greateft plunder ; 
how often have farmers refufed an exorbitant price for 
their corn, and left it to be devoured by rats and mice, 
when their market had fallen? — ^Thefe qaps for corn* 
ftands ihould be twenty*fix inches in diameter, ten 
of which to project from the pillar, and to be concaved 
underneath bars a paiTage; but the negligent cuftom of 
kaving a fork, or any other flick againfl the flack, is 
the readied way for vermin to creep up. 



fer 2 LIME 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 STATISTICAL SURVEY 



LIME KILNS. 



As the mannre df lime in every ftage is fo excellent 
for the foil of this country, I herewith give the plan of 
an improved kihi, whidi exceeds by above one half, the 
quantity of lime it returns, for that of culm confiimed. 
It has been found by experience, that the lime, which has 
been burned with turf, is n6c (b ftrong or ib powerful 
a manure as that burnt with culm; for building it ii 
unqueftionably of no fuch value, and Cavan poflefles 
culm enough, if the proprietors Ihould have the Q)irit 
CO work their collieries. The deep and clay grounds 
of this county are powerfully affifted by lime, which, 
when applied hot from the kiln, will be found to have 
the beft efTeA; but on their moors and bogs, there is 
no other manure will work fo rapid a change, and pre- 
pare them for meadow, yielding crops the moA luxur!' 
ant, and the fweeteft herbage. 

This county is naturally fertile, and wants but a lit- 
tle affiftance to render it extremely fo; every material, 
but limeilone, is in abundance; the centre of the coun- 
ty is beft furnifhed with this valuable nuneral, and 
were a navigation adopted, how readily would this be 
fupplied ? Can there be a greater proof of its extraor- 
dinary virtue on this foil, than the journeys and ex- 
pence 
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A lime-kiln (hould be made as high as the fituition of the 
ground will admit ; 20 feet is better than 16, 30 better than 
-20. The (ides fhould be perpendicular. The annexed view 
is for 20 feet high ; the proportions fhould vary with the 
height. At bottom a metal plate with holes, fhould be placed 
fix inches above the lower part, to admit air, and for the 
fhovel to run on in drawing. 

The drawing part fhould be fix feet ; width, 8 feet ; per- 
pendicular fides, 14 feet ; on the head a cap is placed, formed 
like an extinguifher, brought to a hole at top of 1 2 inches 
diameter ; in the fide of the cap an iron door, with a latch is 
placed, to admit the charging the kiln^ and to be kept clofe 
fbut. A kiln built on this plan will burn 9 barrels of lime 
for each of culm, and any fized flones may be thrown in. 
Two a^ive labourers muft attend it. 
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peace the poor peafaots fabmit to for it, carrying it 
from twelve to fourteeq miles to their little farms, and 
CTen obliged to purcbafe it at the quarry i 

ROADS. 

The roads of Cavan are eKtreoiely bad, and ill con* 
triTed ; a ftraight line feems to have been the moft 
deiirable objeft of our predecefTors in this particular, 
no matter how many hills, or I may fay mountains, 
oppofed them. In a country, where the entire face 
prefents only fmall hills, it would firike the ideas of 
a peribn, who never faw it, that in the winding of the 
vgllies a road might be found, without encountering 
the higheft tops of the hills ; and true it is, that I 
believe no hilly country is better difpofed for fucb 
roads than Cavan, though I muft allow the materials 
the counuy affords are but poor for this purpofe; 
pf limeAone gravel they have none, but of a' greea 
and red flaty dag, which foon pulverizes, they have 
abundance, and it \s durable for gbout Jix months. In 
other counties, where they have the beft materials, 
they do npt leave the roads for a year's repair, but 
they gravel them as they may reqmre it at every ai{i« 
ees ; yet in Cavan, where thefe are not durable, the 
Grand Jury prefents for roads at one affizes only $ 
thus the tax falls heavy on the poor man, whereas. If 
it were- divided, he cnight b^ better abb to pay it* 

la 
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In fummer months he is moft liable to be obliged to 
buy his provifions, as his little flock mly be exhauft- 
ed, and unfortunately it is, that at that time he is 
called on for the tax, and, if I am well informed, 
much of the mifchief is attributed to the arrears and 
confufion, in which the cefs is involved -, thefe are 
matters, which requite a radic^ reformation. 



TASK WOK^. 

The rural bufinefs of this county, which is paid foT 
by tafk work, is mowing, thre/hing, ditching, and 
turf rearing j for the former the price is agreed on 
between the parties, according to the weight of the 
fwarth ; for the beft meadow five fhillings per acre, 
and progrcffivcly to its value : from the irregular face 
of the ground, they more conunonly agree by the 
quantity to be mowed in the grois, and not by an acre- 
able charge; when they mow for daily hire, they 
are paid two (hillings with milk or beer. The farms 
' are fo fmall, and the tillage of courie fo proportioned, 
that the inmates of the farm generally do all the ru- 
ral bufinefs j thofe, who employ threfbers, pay eight 
pence per barrel of fourteen flone for oats, one /hil- 
ling here or barley, of wheat they have little or none. 
Ditching is only to be feen on the lands of gentry, 
who pay eighteen pence, per running perch, for ma- 
king 
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icing a ditch fevea feet in depth, and fix feet ^dc 
at top^ reduced to two and a half at bottom. 

Qnicks are feld in the markets at from four to five 
fliillings per thoufand. Reaping is done by daily pay, 
. and they have never the high wages here, wUch in 
Leinfter are paid for this work ; one (hilling per'day 
is generally the higheft price } for binding, and all 
work done by women in the field, from four to fix 
pence halfpenny per day. 

Turf cutters will earn one (hilling and four pence 
per day, where they work by talk, or ope (hiUiiig 
for daily pay; diet is very feldom included in any 
of thefe branches* 

The average wages of handicrafts, fuch as carpen- 
ters, mafons, weavers^ coopers, fmiths, thatchers, 
&c. amounts to two (hillings per day, or to one (hU^ 
ling and four pence with diet. 

The weavers, of whom there are one or more in 
every houfe, will earn from one (billing to eighteen 
pence per'day, I mean the journeymen ^ the man, who 
works for himfelf,* will fometimes not make more, 
and at times, his labour will return him above five 
(hillings, perhaps the average may be two (biU> 
Jlngs. 

As thefe reports are printed in this prejent outJine^ 
nurely to laj the foundation of a more petfeB fvprk, Ifball 
nofw enter into a minute account of the prefent Jtate and 
^oms of each iarony, fo that every individual of this 

codntj^ 
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tmntff iMtd tviofi bands this book may fail^ m$ij turn 
to that paflicular partf when his local eonams lie, and 
wtb nMch hi is bift aequaintidi by this nuatis, he can 
mth very little trmtble peint out any iefeSs er emiffions be 
niayfind, which can be readUy eorreSed in amfber edition^ 
and a more peffeS plan can he adopted after the neeejffary 
information is edl^Bed. he the volumes I have already 
had the honor to prefent to the Dublin Society, ibis plan 
has met their approb/atiohf and in. the fdhvnng baromaf 
tour, oath article, as fugg^ed in their detail of puntter 
Jbr iftv^Hgation, vnll be encored into. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIL 



BARONY OF LOUGHTEE- 

^BCTION I. 
Agrlculiure^ 

THE culture is moftly performed with the Ipade, 
aod ia fome places by two faorfes abreaft where they 
plough, which is chiefly the lea only for potatoes \ or 
with many, they only mark out the ridges with the 
plough » fpread the dung on the grafs, oti which is 
Idd the feed| and throw up the earth from the trench ; 
about three fifths of their land is under tillage; oats 
bear a proportion of twenty to one, to all other grain. 
Flax always follows potatoes, ao^d i3 fucceeded by oats^ 
If they low wheat, it is only after a fummer's fallow^ 
and but in a finall proportion, and the crop by no means 
repays the expcnfe fo well as oats, as the produce ia 
trifling, and the grain impoverUhed, 

At Farnham only, are oxen ufed in the plough, 
they are hamcfled by the neck yoke, and aUb worked 
from the horn, in a manner I have not before oblerved, 

at 
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as the bar is behind the horn, and anfwers like a neck 
yoke to couple the oxen together; but there are 
cufhloDs ftrapped acrofs the forehead and round the 
horn^ from the lower part of which is a con/iderable 
(hare of the draught, for which reafon I cannot think it 
at all equal to ^r. Darby's method^ of Leap^aMe, io 
the King's county; a plan of which is annexed, and it 
is by far the more fimple yoke ; befides, there is no 
draught on the horn, which is a very tender part, and 
fliould not be opprefTed. 

Here, there is jio market for grain, as all the corn is 
brought to market in meal. Oatmeal and potatoes are 
the only articles of pj oviiloQ for (ale in any of the mar- 
kets of the county. If oats are wanted for purcha(e^ 
the farmers |ioufes are the places reforted to. 

At Farnhafn only is green food cultivated ; rape, 
qibb^ges^ and turnips, are there produced in abun- 
dance, and ftallTfeeding conftantly attended to, ot^ a 
yery large fcalc, and to a confiderable profit, . 



MARLB. 

This fpecies of manure will be found to anfwer e;c- 
tremely well with the cold clays of this country, it 
being highly calcareous, and ihould be ipread on 
ploughed ground ; the beft time to apply it is in fup- 

iner. 
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Fig. I . This Yoke conGfts of a flat piece of afh, about eight 
inches wide in the middle, and reduced to about three inches 
at the ends, (falling off like the handle of a battledore,) and 
is proportioned in length to the fize of the ox, the objedt 
being juft to clear his (ides from the traces, or chains, by 
this is meant the diAance between the letters, A. A. Thit 
board is lined with woollen cloth, and Huffed with hair. To 
an iron ftape affixed at either end is hooked a long trace or 
chain, which reaches from the extremities of the fwindle- 
tree : it mud be obferved, that the draught is confequently 
from the neck, where the ftrength of that animal prevails, 
and not at all from the horns, to which the board is only 
(Irapped, to prevent its falling off; fo that the ox, rather 
' pufhes than pulls in this yoke. For further particulars, and 
experiments. See King's County Reports, Chapter 8, Barony 
of Ballibritt. 

Fig. 2. Reprefents the back- band for the horn yoke, the 
in fide is fluffed with hair, the circles at A. are plates of iron, 
nailed to the wood, which is of afh, fourteen inches long, 
and three and an half broad, concaved within^ to lie acrofs 
the back of the ox : from either cod hangs a chain of 6vc 
lipks, to which the traces are hooked up. 
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ncr, and it (hould be laid on with regularity and evcn- 
nefs, in order that the rain and dews may defcend on 
it, and drive into the ground the virtue it containa^ 
which are fixed fake 5 thefe falts being mixed with the 
natoral falts of the earth, on which it is fpread, now 
▼cry aftivcly commence their operations on the finl, 
and caufc it to turn up tiliy and friable, and the longer 
reft the ground has had, the better it is prepared for 
this manure, as the natural /alts fuch land pofleflest 
arc in a ftronger proportion, and more revigorated 
than ground, which has been lately under a long courfc 
of tillage ; with new grovnd, it will apply with ftiU 
more efficacy ; I have heard it mentioned, that it i$ 
very injurious to barley, until brought down previoufly 
with other crops. 

In ground, which has been limed, it is too often tho 
cafe, that farmers fnppole they have laid in an inex- 
hauftible ftock of revigorating matter, and opprefs thft 
foil with repeated, crops of com, without an interm^- 
ate vegetable one, which would confiderably renew it, 
and on fuch worn out ground marie will lie fottnd 
particularly nutritious; for ground, which has tong 
been under corn, becomes too loofe, and its falts and 
fulphurs are exhaufted and abibrbed by the atm6f- 
pher ; whereas the marie confines the fulphurs of the 
foil within itfelf, and prepares it for new aAion. 

In this country, marie is found mofUy in low moift 

bottoms, contiguous to moors, an4 can be raifed at a 

jmaU 
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fmaU ezpenfe. The beft dme for its applicatioQ U in 
July or Auguft) and bdag evenly fpread, it would be 
adTifeable to barrow it into the ground. 

Before any further trouble is taken, let it be expofed 
to run, whidiy I have already. fhewn> particularly affifts 
and haftens its powers. 

After leveral crops, it will be found to make the 
ground very loofe and crumbly, and a crop of peas 
will feon flatten it, which I have heard recommended* 
The affinity, which marie bears to limeftone in its natu* 
ral properties on the foil, is fo extremely obvious, that 
it would appear, as if thcj were one and the fame fub-i 
ftance reduced into different ftages; and it is well 
known, that by expoiing marie to the influence of fait 
water, it quickly petrifies, and is changed into a hard 
ftone. 

The colours of marie are white, grey, blacky bluoa 
and red. The black marl^ I h&v« feen proved of ex* 
traordinary powers, but the white and blue are the 
only colours, which marlea here have. 

Where limeftone does not abound, marie may b^ 
fiifely applied ; on dry lands it is better to a|5ply the 
fofter part of the marie, and fpr^d th<^ (tiff clog^ 
inarlc on the, moiil ground- 
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Sect. 1. Pqfiure. 

This country is exceedingly grafly^ which varies 
from a ftrong coarfe fpiry grafs, to a very delicate and 
luxuriant bladC) but the foil is not inclined to much 
other herbage. The breed of cattle appears to^ have 
ibme very good points^ and with attention might be 
brought to be extremely foj by introducing good bulls 
into the country. At Farnham> the breed of bbck 
cattle is very fine^ and brought from Devon and Leicef- 
terihircy at a heavy expenfe. Lord Farnham has lately 
ffvax one hundred and forty guineas for two cows. 

On this extenfive eftate> the tenants have the advan- 
tage of the beft .bulls gratis; bi^t they fear to admit 
them amongft thdr cows> as they all hold fuch a fmall 
quantity of land, and keep cows only for dairy pur- 
pofes^ and it is certain the improved breed are very in- 
ferior to the native Irilh in this refpcSt, though they 
fatten on a left quantity of ground, and a poorer paf* 
pacj and will nearly double the weight of our (lock, in 
the like fpace of time; yet they by no means yield fi> 
much milk. 

The markets or fairs for cattle are very bad, and I 
apprehend in a great meafure fo, for want of encou- 
ragement* 

Why 
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Why flLonld there not be held a great anaual fair for 
cattle in the province of Ulfter ? — It will be anfwcred, 
becaufe the country is not engaged in feeding, nor the 
£ul ib produ^ve of luxuriant grafs ; but I conceive 
it is, becaufe the country is lefs improved in agriculture^ 
that it has notfo luxuriant herbage, and, of courfe, b fo 
inconfiderably occupied in feeding. 

On viewing the foil, we find it l^as depth fiiflBcicnt, 
and that there are materials enough at hand to amelio* 
rate it, and prepare it for grafs, to which it is natufally 
inclined. It is no difficult matter then to change a 
- coarfe graft to a better quality, and, here where it has 
been done, we find cattle fatted to great weight and 
profit. Several neighbouring counties are alfb grafly, 
and want but draining, to produce excellent found 
walks. 

If an annual (hew of cattle was encouraged, it would 
be a very leading flep to fo dcfirable a purpofe. This 
matter could certainly not be expedted to take place 
with very rapid flrides, much difficulty would oppofe 
it, and it would require a very great patronage to for- 
ward it. Should fuch a (hew be ever eflablifhed, Bel- 
turbet town has numerous advantages to recommend 
it as the place of meeting. General prices of cattle at 
fairs are extremely high, in a confiderably greater pro- 
portion than in the counties of Munftcr, and they arc 
in much worfe condition. 

Lord Farnham, who has infinitely the beft flocks 
(e%d8 his cattle to Smithfield market^ there is no other 

principal 
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prindpal feeder in the coointy; his LorcCflup ftall-feeds 
his bullocks with rape and hay, and fattens them very 
frequently to forty or fifty guineas price. It muft be 
obierved, the parks of Fambam are finely reclaimed^ 
and equal to feed to a great weight, and (hew what 
improvement could be made in the agriculture of this 
county. Theie reclaimed lands are now fb profitable, 
as to repay many times the original coft$ I ijpeak of 
ufefttl improvements on the lands only. 

The ornamental 'grounds are not confidered as 
yet. 

The oxen are conftantly houfed in winter, on the 
lands of Farnham, and return a great fupply of ma- 
nure; they are littered with bog-ftufF, over which is a 
hyer of ftraw. 

Artificial grafles have not been fuccefsfuUy culti-^ 
vated, but clover thrives admirably. 

The late Lord Farnham had fbme fainfoin and 
timothy grafs fowed, but they did not fucceed ; this is 
eafiiy accounted for, as the quarry appears within two 
fpades depth of the greater part of the demefne, and 
the fainfom being a tap-rooted plant, which (hoots 
very deeply into the foil, before it comes to any vigour, 
it could not, of cour(e, thrive here. 

In this barony, the hay is made in cap^:ockS| very 
finall, teaded out often, and gets quite too much of the 
weather, then trammed into finall cocks, two of which 
are made contiguous to each other, and in a few days 
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joined ia one; m diis ftace> it is let to lie for ferefd 
weeks b the meadow, and much of the tof$ and bot<* 
toms of the cocks go to wafte; the gtound they ftand 
ofi is Ccaldcdy and will ghrc no graft the next year; and^ 
when the hay b drawn home^ the aftcr^grafi, which ia 
then arrived to its full vigour, is cUt up and trampled. 
If the climate is fuch, as I Uve beard advanced, that 
hay cannot be drawn home in lap^ocks asln England, 
furely it might be made in fmall cocks in the haggard^ 
and thus the fine after-grafi, which b fo valuable, 
would be fpared from the wafte it now is liable to. 

Of hides and tallow, what the country affords, are 
maoufa^ured in Cavan town; price of the former, from 
thirty-five to fifty fliillings per cwt. this laft year; and 
of tallow, from feven /hillings and fixpence, to eight 
fiulUngs and fixpence per ftone. Of wool there is yet 
no manufaAory, but one is now about to be eftabUhed 
by Lord Farnham. 



COIfPARATIVE VIEW OP GRASS ANt> TILLAGE LAKDS. 



It is a matter worth our enquiry, whether in fmall 
farms It were to the advantage of the occupiers to keep 
them under tillage or gfafs; but In the prefent divifion 
of the lands of this country, the matter does not fairly 

apply. 
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apply, as 20 acres of ground fhould be the leaft quan- 
tity, where a fufEcient profit would be reaped from the 
farm. 

Hence it would appear, that allotments of land are 
too fmall here, and badly managed; doubtlefs, they are 
fo, and the buiinefs of the loom and of agriculture 
would furely thrive better, if leparately and diftinftly 
followed. I mean not to deprive the weaver of his 
garden; that he (hould certainly have to relax from 
the fedentary bufinefi of the loom ; but I would by all 
means fend him to that market for his proviiions, to 
which he brings his commodity. 
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Aftatemeta rfthe Stock of a grafs and tillage/arm of 
twenty acres--^ach. 

STOCK FOM TILLAGE FARM^ 



JRcttt, 9t 30/. per acre, - • 30 o o 
Ti^es aad taxes, 6s. per acre, - tf o o 
Two horfas, - * - 20 o o 

Plough and tackle, « - 256 

Harrow, - - ■ - o 15 o 

Otber implements, as ihovefe, Ipades, 

pickax, forks, &c. - -256 

Shoeing, per year, - - 3100 

Keeping two hories the winter half- 
year, at 4 cwt. of hay per week, with 
pafture hay, 3/. per cwt. - 15 12 o 

Oats, for ditto, fix barrels, at xo/. per 

barrel, - - -300 

Seed for 16 acres, fay oats, twenty- 
eight ftone to the acre, and icx. 
per barrel of fourteen ftone, • 16 o o 
Labour of a boy the year round, at 
6d. per day. - - - 7 16 o 



£. 107 o o 



Stock 
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Stoci if a graft /arm, twenty acres. 





£' 


«. 


p. 


Rent, 3w. per acre, 


,3° 


o 


o 


Tithe in the county for hay. 


o 


o 


6 


Taxes, 6^1 per acre. 


o 


lO 


o 


Dairy implements^ 


3 


o 


o 


One horie only wanted to take the 








dairy prodnce to market in fummer. 


lO 


o 


o 


Shoeing and grais. 


2 


5 


6 


Eight cows, at 6J. each. 


48 





o 


Hay*making, additional labour. 


I 


o 


o 


Boy, the year rounds 


7 


i6 


o 


Implements of hulbandry, and car. 


3 


8 


3 


- £- 


io6 


o 


3 



Thus it appears, that the fum neceflary to ftock the 
tillage farm exceeds that for the grafs farm. 

But let us now fee the creditor iide of thefe ac- 
counts, and the ^bfference becomes very ferious } the 
fixteen acres of oats, and the firaw the farmer has to 
ipare, will fcarcely repay his expences, and he has the 
profits of the other four acres to live on. 



c a . ' Grafs 
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Grafs Farm. 



CR£DITOR. 



To ff cows, at lo/. per cow profit, 80 d o 
To the litter of fows fed from the 

dairy, fay 20 pigs per annunr, at 

forty {hillings, - - ' 40 o o 



DeduA expeoces) 
Balance, 



- Allow the dairy farmer the like profits as the tillage 
farmer for his fupport, and we fee that there is a ba« 
lance in his expences, in his favour, of 13/. 19A ^.^ 
and his ftock to the good. 

Encreafe the number of acres on the farm, and the 
proportion is ftill more confiderable in favour of 
dairy husbandry, and the value of manure, which is 
made, is incalculable; befides, what little anxiety is here 
required, and how^ fmooth goes on the regular care of 
the dairy, which no weather prevents ? — ^Except in fea- 
fons when corn bears an immoderate price, the farmer to 

make 



I20 


3 


lOd 


3 


i'^^ 


19 9 
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make out his rent, not to fay to have a profit, mtift 
himfelf hold the plough, and have a ion to drive it; 
his ftock of cattle is infufRcient to fiipply manure for 
the land, and he is too poor to purchaib it; and thus 
the farm quickly is impoveriihed. 

As to the occupier advantages refult in grazing, (b 
to the landed proprietor will they hold equally good. 

A grals farm cannot be exhaufted by bad manage* 
ment^ as a tillage farm may, in injudicious hands, and 
the grals farm does not require half the expences of 
offices, which the other does; a cow-houfe and dairy 
only are requisite h^e; under the roof of the dwell- 
ing the dairy will be afforded, and the moil comfort- 
able cow-houfe I have feen with a poor man, fuffident 
for twenty cows, was had at only the expenfe of the 
walls, on which the hay-rick was made; this held as a 
covering, fo long as fhelter was required in winter. 

The ftable, the bam, and the granary, will bear no 
comparifon to this; befides, they will all require re- 
pairs; fuppofing a pafture farm out of leafe, how iftuch 
more valuable is it to the proprietor than that under 
tillage? 

The heavy burthen attending a farm is the expence 
of borfes; go on a large fcale, and fay fifteen acres 
may be compailed by one horfe; for a farm of five 
hundred acres of tillage, 33 horfes will be required. 
Whereas, in dairy hufbandry four or five will do all 
the work of the like extent. In the latter end of this 
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book I Ihall endeavour to (hew^ that the moft perfeft 
hafl)andr7 is to cooneA l)oth porfiiiti. I (Xily here 
fijite the balance in favour of dairy, when the farmer 
choofes to confine hlmfelf to one only. 



SftCT. 3. Farmsy 

Are generally fmall, but yet confiderablf .larger 
than in other parts of the country -, the average here 
may be fifteen acres. 

The houfes have little to recommend them, being 
poor indeed, except on Lord Farnham's eftate, where 
they are now erefting very neat and commodious farm 
houfes, confifting of every neceflary apartment, and 
two ilories high. Thefe are built at a no lefs cofi 
than fixty pounds each, which is quite too much. 
When the tenant builds, he is fupplied with timber 
from his Lordfhip's woods, but he muft bear all other 
expenles. 

Lcafes are more generally for three lives, or thirty** 
one years, but a very confiderable tra£l is held at will, 
and, of courfe, has no appearance of improvement. 
Tenants pay all cefs \ one horle may be the proportion 
to ten acres,, but they hire' and borrow occafionally 
from each other. Fields are in fize from about three 

to 
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to four acres i the fences are tolerably good in partial 
{pots. On the Farnham eftate fereral of them are well 
qnickedy and drefled with care and jodgment; from 
thence to Vlr^nia looks like a bleak nnhofintable 
common. 

Draining is fcarcely at all attended to, but in de- 
mefne grounds. In Farnham the drains are numerous, 
yet tfie iJuld ftitt iodities t6 ruflies. After hiring 
marked out thr drain about eighteen Inches in breadth, 
the fod is iidnntd off, and the drain funk from four- 
teen to dg^teen Inefaes, in the cetktxt of wUch is funk 
another narrow pipe about four inches fquare § fome- 
times they fod this ppe over, as is deicribed in the 
Monaghan Surrey, or they lay flags qver it as a fubfti- 
tute for fods, and the fod, which is cut out, is laid in its 
own place again, after the trench is filled With day. 
Thefe drains have all fome good efiUl, but yet will 
never reach the e^ effefiually, until the foil is open- 
ed; for the furface is a Ibam of a porous and fpungy 
fiihftaucey which quickly Imbibes the r^n and mbifture, 
and defcends on the ftiff day, that lies immediately un* 
der it: this can only be opened by gravel lo feparate the 
foil, or by highly fermendng au^obrte, which require a 
confiderable expence. In its prefent flate it anfwers 
well for graft, and /Urill pVe In excellent pafhire ; the 
other procefs toight make it good tillage landi then 
why change the fac< of nature to difadvantfige f 
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Mark, Gmeftone, and limeftone gravel, are all found 
here, yet partially confined to this neighbourhood, 



HOEING. 

Hoeing of crops, vhich is never pra£Kfed in this 
coanty, cannot be fufEdently recommended, where the 
deep days are fo favourable for this important branch 
of hulbandry ; the horfe-hoe is e^dentiy the moft de- 
firable, and leaft expenfive implemjent, and the manner 
of the fowing of the corn in this county is favourable 
to it, but would ftill be more fo, if the ridges, on which 
the corn is fowed, were lefs wide^thb would ibonlead 
into drill hufbandry, the fnperior advanuges of which, 
when fhown, would never be abandoned* 

The great weight of labour in Cavan is manual, 
and worked with the fpade, to which this infirument, 
which I would recommend, comes very near in its 
operation; its ufe b exaftly the fame. The grain, 
when lowed, requires the natural food of the earth to 
veg<:tate it, and bring it to perfefiion; this food is ex- 
haufted in a great meaiure by the roots of the plant 
lying dormant in it, and this implement conveys a fre(h 
fupply of food to the roots/ whidi is new earth ; 
for the greater theaAion and room* for fpreading 
which the roots have, which is doubtlefs encreafed by 

loofening 
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loofening the foil vith the hoe, the greater and more 
luxuriant will be the crop ; for it does not depend (b 
much on the quantity of the furface being under grain, 
as it does on the ibil being frequently Airred and 
loofened in a due proportion, which proves the benefits 
of drill hufbandry •, taoverftock the furface is to wafle 
the feed, and to ftatve the plants produced from it, 
not having nutriment fuffici^nt to bring them to per- 
feftion. 

Though in the broadcaft hulbandry the corn may 
look bell in fpring, yet it never has fb good a produce 
as that drilled, as has been fully exemplified by nume- 
rous experiments, and the crop, which was dunged in 
the fame field, was confiderably inferior to that hoed, 
which had no dung. 

When I come to fpcak of drill hufbandry, this fub- 
jeA will agsdn come into conflderation, and the nume« 
rous difadvantages, attending the abufe of the broadcaft, 
will only require a little attention to carry with it clear 
demonflration. The fureft evidence is experiment; I 
could wifh that drilling was only tried, and I am confi- 
dent it would be found, in every conflderation, fuperior 
to the broadcaft, which it is high dme to expjode for 
ever. 
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Sect* 4. Gemral Suhje&s^ 



The population of this diAriA is very gre^t, Mid the 
abnodaoce of fuel is no fecoadary cante for it. Six ta 
a houfe is not beyond the average return^ and the^ 
people are more eng^ed m husbandry than in mar^ 
EufaAnrey comparatively with other p^rts of this 
county. Cavan, vhich is the chief towni is pretty 
large, but its market but inconiiderabl^s the maia 
ilreet has fome excellent and well built honies, but 
the other ftreets are narrow, and very ill built and 
fitaggling. The environs are dilgufting with mean 
qtbins, almoft obfcured with the dunghilU heaped in 
front. 

This istoQmuch the defc^iptioa of the Canity of 
every town in the county. 

Yarn, which is fo conAd^'rable a commodity in their 
marfeets, is but little fold k^K%. ^d very much un4er 
the price, which it brings in other towns. Potatoes are 
fold in bulk by the fack» and meal both by weight 
and meafure. 

The gaol is a ftrong excellent building, but not 
rcomy enough, and a large military force is always 
quartered here, where is alfo. a coniiderable depot for 
military ftores. Three ftage coaches run through this 
town. Undl the aft of Union it returned two mem-> 
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bers to parliament. The patronage of the borough 
-was jointly in the Clements and Nefbit families. The 
weekly market is held on Tuefdays; a very confi* 
derable cftabliftunent, worth above eight himdred 
pounds per annumi is afforded for the fchool of this 
town, yet by no means on that large fcale, for which 
its funds are adequate. I have not feen the grant or ' 
patent, on which it depends, fo I cannot fay, with 
whom lies the fault fo? its negledV. The gentleman, 
who nomwally prefides at prefent, has long enjoyed the 
emoluments, and configned the fchool concerns to a de-P 
puty for his fuperintendance ; but does this ^fwer 
the original and benevolent defign of the royal founder? 
did he mean, that his generous dpna4on was to becooae 
the individual property of a nominal matter, and that 
on the management of his deputy the credit of the fe- 
minary was to be founded? But fuch a m^, as the bte 
Rev. Mr. Meares, who fo worthily difcharged that im- 
portant office, rarely appears in fuch a fituadon ; had 
that gentleman the full emoluments of the fchool^ 
- which he fo well deferved, perhaps the eftablUhmeat 
would have been extended on that fcale, for which its 
revenues are fb ample. 

Several other fuch fcmin^ries 10 Ireland arc fupport^^ 
ed by grants of immenfe traAs of land, and, it is well 
known, fome of them are well attended tO| yet it is 
notorious, that the great emoluments, which refuk to 
individuals, might be extended more generally on inch 

a fcale 
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a fcale as would better provide for the education of 
youth. To elucidate this matter requires a little ex- 
planatioQ of the mlautix of thefe eflablifliinents, of 
which, I believe, the following will be found to be a 
correft flatement. 

The fchool lands are held . by the occupiers on the 
like terms as Bifhop's lands, that is, by leafe of twenty- 
one jears j revenues far beyond what is immediately 
neceflary for the principal to derive are yielded to him, 
yet in no proportion is his intereft equal to that of the 
leffce, who derives from him, and whofc rents are lit- 
tle more at prefcnt, fin fome cafes exaEllj the fame) 
than they were when the fchool was firft founded \ 
fmall fines at fhort periods fecure the renewal of the 
^ le^fes, and as the incumbent is ignorant who is to be 
his fucccflbr, he, of courfe, is attentive only to his indi- 
vidual intereft. Thus we find, that fome of thefe efta- 
blilhmeats would, if fet to the value of the lands, re- 
turn at leat jive^ in fome inftances ten times the prefent 
revenue, which fhews what a fund now exifls for the 
education of youth, if it were managed to good act 
count. 

The original intention being founded on a broad and 
liberal fcale, a great deal of repreherifion lies with thofe, 
who hold fo facred a charge, and yet negle^ their dutv 
in not carrying it into efTeA-, nor can it be confidered 
lefs than a nadonal diigrace, that it has not long ago 
been fettled by parliament on a fure and lafting foun- 

d:^ticr\. 
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datioHi On fuch an important concern sbs the. educa* 
tion of our yonth, it is fliaxnefnl that individtial i^tercft 
has ib long preponderated; it is high time that- mono- 
poly (hould give placctq thegeneral good, aad| where 
the funds are adet^uate to very exteniive eftablifhments, 
good Rewarding is only required to render fuch de* 
Crable purpofes fully produftive. 

In this town is alio the coutt-houle, and the county 
infirmary/ which is well attended to, and to which the 
county pay one hundred pounds annually; the gentry 
alfo fublcribe liberally to this excellent inftitut)onj and 
government has the nomination of the f^rgeon j there 
is a good mill-^fite alio, but the mill is in ruins. There 
are alfo fix houfes for widows, a fund for which was 
bequeathed, in the profts of a good farm, by a lady 
of the Laneiborough family, which the truftees fee are 
duly appropriated, according to the will of the hu* 
mane founder. 

All the land around the town is excellent, and in a 
high ftate of perfcftion; the town parks Ihow. how 
grateful a ibil has been* improved, and the fences are 
well kept) the average value may be judged at five 
pounds per acre. All the corn in this diftrifi, and in* 
deed, throughout Cavan, is trenched, .and fowa on high 
ridges, juft as potatoes are fbwn, fo that, before the 
corn (hoots high, the whole county would appear to 
a Leinfler farmer, as if under potatoes. This crop 
they never drill; in (bme places they could not attempt 

it 
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k witboot previous draining, where the ground is fo 
wet, that the crop could not be earthed up, but with 
the fpade and (hovel. 

Approaching the vicinity of towns, the habitations 
of the farmers are better ^ the general coft of fiiel may 
be four pence the ki(h of turf on the bog, which horfea 
may be hired to draw, at one (hilling and feven pence 
halfpenny per day. 

Food principally is potatoes and oatmeal, and al- 
ways good wholefome vegetables in the (ummer ieafon^ 
of which beans make a principal (hare; formerly much 
bacon was confumed in the cabins, but not fo now; 
liQce the war, the price has been fo much encreaied. 

The clothing frizes, which are made at home, or 
thole for fate are had from Connaught; the general 
' coft of this article from two (hillings andfi^pence, to 
ihree (hillings per yard. The price of potatoes will 
average about three pence per (lone, and oatmeal tea 
(hillmgs and lix pence per cwt. not taking the two fcarce 
years 'ihto account. 

Wages, feven pence to eight pence through the year, 
for conftant employment to both cottier and labourer, 
which is- extraorcUnary, as the former has the advan-^ 
tages of a houfe and half an acre for twenty (hillings, 
^ and the grafs of a cow for thirty (hillings; if two men 
attend from the one family, then they have the hay and 
grafs for two cows, and an acre of ground, which acre 
apd the houfe they pay no more for than twenty (hil- 
lings; 
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logs'; the only <fifference between theie two workmen 
b, that the cotder is bound for a year, the day labouret 
only during his pleafnre. 

The tithe will be found in the table at die conclufi- 
on ; beer much in demand, fiace the extraordinary fife 
an Ipirits. In no county were more prirate diftillerie» 
formerly than in Cavan, and the very fimple and expe* 
didous procefs, they uftd, placed them' bbyond the 
reach of diicoTery. When they mahed they threw a 
fack of oats in a lake, for fo long as it fhonld fteep, and 
chey fpread it under their bed, or the moft convenienfi 
place for preparing it. They feldom made more than 
one charge of their puny ftill, and, if the revenue 
officer was at hand, all was inftandy conveyed into the 
lake; as on the borders of thefe waters, or m sflands 
isdofed by them, was the place choien for the difUUery. 
Notwithikmding the frequent feizures, which were tri- 
fling as to value, the expence of the eftabliihment was 
fo finall, that it was quickly at work again, and nothing 
effeAually put a ftop to them but the late fcarcity, 
which made every ma;n difcover and ^ve inforit^ation 
where they were, in apprehfeniion of the ftock of the 
country bemg iniufficient for provifions. 

Near the borders of this barony is the town of BeU 
tnrbet, whence is a navigatloiS to within three miles of 
Ballyihannon through Lough Erne, and into which the 
river Erne flows. This town formerly returned two 
members to parliament i the patronage of the borough 
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was formerly in the Butler family^ but lately b Lord 
Belmotc* The market here' is but indifFcrently fup- 
plied^ though the very beft fitoatioQ for trade of any 
part of the county, haviiig the advantage of the naviga- 
tioa to its very centre. Oatmeal> potatoes, and a good 
deal of yam are fold here, but no webs ; in the cuf- 
toms, which are paid for cdmmodities enterm^g the mar-* 
ket, chere ii a very glaring impofitiod^ which material- 
ly injures the town, and ought furely to be redrefled; 
they take their cuftoms in kind, for which they have 
not any lawful ftandard or meafure, or if they have, 
they do not ufe; the colledlor of the cuftoms impofes 
a large wooden diih full of meal from each fack, the 
iize of which is never adjuftcd ; confequently, as the 
markets rife, fo do his tolls; the owner of a iack of 
meal, which was lately worth near fix fhillings per 
ftone, was obliged to give this huge meafure, which, 
from its fize, I ftiould fuppofe contans considerably 
more than fourteen pounds. I queftion is there a 
market in Ireland, where the cuftom in cafli, on fuch 
an article, exceeds three pence; In the adjoining vil* 
lage of Ballybayes it amoimts to but two pence per fack, 
and in this little fpot the market is confiderably better 
of courfe, than in Bdtnrbet. Thefe cuftoms are now 
individual property, and are fet annually for about one 
hundred pounds. This terrible monopoly, which is fuch 
deftruftion to the town and its proprietors, is now 
vefted in two families, who alternately prefide over 

the 
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the corporadon, by which and t provoft the town 
U governedj and is now in faA their eftatea. Whether 
this patronage has defcended to them by inheritance 
under the fame patent^ with the grant of the extenfive 
commonage adjoining, I am at a lofs to know, but 
the following drcumftance feems tp favour the fuppo- 
fition. 

The Lanefborough ifamily, who enjoyed this eftate, 
made a grant, of two hundred acres- of excellent land 
adjoining Belturbet to the provoft and burgefles of the 
corporation and their hnrs^ in mlftake for thar/ucceffirf. 
Thefe are now divided and ieparatcly indofed, and are 
termed burgefs acres, as in the original grant it faid 
the commons confifted of two hundred acres, which 
was only a guefs as to their contents, bdng very conii^ 
derably more; but when they became the property of 
the burgefles, the land was divided into fb many par- 
cels as each had a claim to; and though under the no* 
minal return of fb many acres, according to the divi- 
fion each was entitled unto, yet fbme individuals po(^ 
fefled five or fix times their proportion of the ori^nal 
two hundred acres, and a plot of ground was rated as 
one acre, which, perhaps, contained from five to feven^ 
thefe are fignificantly termed burgefs acres, and, per- 
haps, under fuch drcumfiances the entire property of 
the coporation is now enjoyed by the defcendants of 
the original company. I do not know^ whether the aft 

H of 



Digitized by 



Google 



,^ STATISTICAL SURVEY 

of Unidri makes a fiM fettlement of the borough in^ 
terefls, that are abolifhed, but t coiictive it would be s 
very fair aft to take, fo heavy an opprcffioa off thia 
town, which is admirably fituated for trade, and by all 
means to fecompence individuals, who migKt be de** 
prived of a legal inheritance. 

A very exteniive commonage yet remains in the ed^ 
virons, which is the property of the inhabitants, fot 
Ibme very peculiar privileges are enjoyed by them^ 
which (hew how much the family, whq were the fpund-^ 
ers, had the profperity of the town at heart, and how 
much their benevolent and public ipirited exertions 
have been perverted. The town was regularly diidded 
into compartments, termed home-fteads, each of which 
contains 36 yards, and to which is annexed a propor- 
tionate quantity of bog, and every hQufeholderhas a 
right to graze On the commoos. To keep thefe in 
heart, they take off thdr 1:ows every fecond months 
They have alfo the advantage of a very excellent flour 
mill, with two water wheels uader-(hot, and are fo 
well fupplied, as to be able to grind conflantly, ,being 
built on the river Erne. There are alio ip this town a 
diflillery, brewery, and malt-houfes, with an excellent 
market-houfe, over w^ch is a fefConVhoufe, oma- 
mented with a handfome town clock; thefe build-^ 
!ngs command the tov^n, and were all erefted at the 
j)tivate expenfe of the noble, family, who were tjie ori- 
ginal founders^ 

The 
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The cbxirch U fptdotiSy on which is now laid a new 
h>of, and is'getdhg a czpiul repdr^ which all the 
dinrches in the coanty are (habiefully in want of. 

In the chnrch-yard is the veftige of a great fortifica* 
don^ inclafiog an extenfire plot of ground; the baftions 
and ialient an^es ace admirably planned^ of great 
ftrengtb^ and yet perfeA* 

This town has fome neat honfesj but in general they 
are mean and thatched; on that part^ which is the eftate 
of the Earl of Farnhaxb, fome new and very handibme 
flated houfes have been lately ereQedt and are a confi- 
decable ornament, and feem to be an encouragement for 
prqgrei&ve improvement* 

The naviga^tion from Lough Erne is open to this 
townj with water enough in winter»' and by reducing 
a few flattf might be qiade completely fo in all feafons. 
The river Erne, which flows through Coote-hill, I have 
juft defcribed as watering this town, into which is diC* 
charged the river of Cavan^ and ieveral lefler ftreams^ 
with the waters from the great lakes at Shercock, 
Farnbamt and EiUefliandra, fo that any navigation, 
which Ihould be made to Lough Erne, muft evidently 
pafs here, nor can any place be better £tuated for trade- 
or for improvement; the beautiful expaniion of water 
and piAureique views are highly engag^g, and the 
land is a found limeftone; wheat is cultivated, but yet 
in finall proportions though more than ufual. The 
H a average 



Digitized 



d by Google 



fbo Statistical stntvEY 

average return of an acre of barley is twelve barrels of 
fixteen ftones to the barrel, of which a confiderabk 
quantity is ibwn, and of pats fovrteea barrels of foor« 
teen ftones per barrel. Flax and potatoes abont the 
fame as the general return of the coanty ; viz. dghcy 
ftones of rough flax to Ac acre fit for the hfeckle^ 
average value ^.i6j and of potatoes fixty barrels of 
forty ftone each, which may be worth about three 
halfpence per ftone« Alhes, marie, and dung are the 
manures of this neighbourhood^ though they have 
good limeftone, and much of their foil confifts of the 
deep clays, which would be fo well reclaimed with 
£me; yet they never ufe it, nor do they bnrait for 
building, but fend for it to the County of Fermaiiagh^ 
and it is brought down the lake* 

But it is to be hoped, that tb^ numerous advantages^ 
which Belturbet poflcfles, will ere long be brought into 
fair play. 

Ballyhayes is a common viUage, but has an improv- 
ing market, and hei^e is a flour and oatmeal ntill j k itf 
fituate in the parifli of Caftleterra, which is as ofmn 
fiyled the parifli of Ballyhayes^ hence a very amicable 
and laudable agreement has taken place between the 
incumbent and his parifliioners, that they Audi pay. 
eight pence halfpenny per acre, for all tithes $ this in* 
dudes meadow, arable pafture, ^nd bog. Thefe dues 
are eafily collected without the interference of a prbo* 

tor. 
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|or, and lOl ptrtitt «fe Satisfied, and Ime a particular 
imd mofl hcaovabk iconditioB is obfervedi that the 
man, who is knovii by the parilh to be afhiatly apau* 
per» is exchided in the aflefliiieiity and there is» of 
conrie» no tn, lypoo indnAry* In ibme particular pjirta- 
of the county Is a modes of one Hulling per acre for 
liay, b«it more gei^erally^ as I already ftated» fix pence 
only, be the qnantity m<Mre or lefs: flax has the like 
rate, but I cannot leam that there is tithe for potatoes 
in any part of the county, though the pro^ors infill 
they are entitled to dghc Ouilings per acre, ihould they 
choofe to exa£t iti 

The market-houfe of Ballyhayes is arched, as alfo is 
the ring of the old town, and built of bricks Theie 
antique ^ud fantailical buildings fliew Ballyhayes to 
have been once a place of confiderahle note, being r^ 
markably fnmiflied with aU the old-fi^fluon^d orna- 
menu, that the Lords of thb county w^e particularly 
attached to, aqd pro?^ thdr fondnefs of difplaying 
thofe appearances of grandeur, with which the ftranger 
ought be prepofl!MIed> in his entrance into their domains* 

The manfion-hooft feems well conftrufted for the 
indulgence of fcudal canity, having an exteniive and 
very elevated front, and is curionfly arched: the de- 
mefne is in a rapd decay as to beauty,. being all fee 
out in fmall farms, and the fine'^iyxxls, for which Bal- 
tybayei wsis famous, have fallen beneath the merdleft 
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but a little ytt remaios. Timber is, of cMrft, rtrj 
dear in this neighbourhood. l%is eftate was a long 
^time ^pnted by the fanqilies of Nefwbni^h and Bum 
rowes, and after feveral verdifts for. both parties in the 
court: of Exchequer, it was removed to Chancery, and 
from thence to the Hdufe of Lords, where it was con^ 
firmed to the prefent proprietor, Mr. Newburgh, 
What remams of the town are veiry mean thatched 
cabins, with the exception of one or two good houfes; 
U is now a place of no confequence. 

The village of Butler*s-bridge is alio in this barony, 
where there is an oatmeal mill and a good ofiery, but 
no nuriery; it has not one fluted houle. The fituadoi^ 
of the village b piAureique and engaging, on a plea*? 
fant ftream, bat the otbins give it but a mean appear- 
imcet 

The mountains of Arghill and Ballynanaght lie to 
the fbuthward of this barony, and that of Slieb-glas 
a good deal more to the northward. Taking a ge- 
neral view of the barony of Longhtee, we find it 
is the beft ground in Cavan, lies moft central, having a 
good deal of limeftane, and limefione gravel, and pod 
fei&ng a foil, that is highly impvoveable with thefe ma- 
nures : in general it is the beft fenpe^ and inclofed)>are 
of the county; it has a confiderable bleach-green, Mr. 
Neal the proprietor. The people are much engaged ia 
Ihe liaeQ bttHoefi^ motp than one-third of the carraghs 
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.W Cavan is in the diftrifi> which argues its foperiot 
Aate of improrementy ib long ago as that d^vifion xA 
the county took places they generally hare ODei4hirdr 
of their farm in grais, and but m one place only ir 
green food preferred for cattle in the ipring. Hw- 
Hoocbn refidence of Ejlmore is in tUs barony^ and 
the demeine is very excellent ground, jbond fbe^: 
vralk, and here are pits of the beft lin^ftone gravel. 
it feems as if the- people were ignorant of the valne of 
this, the very beft material for roads, which they ne* 
gleft, and repair mth frequent coverings of rotteoilace, 
vhicb is quickly pulverized, and the firft, rain, that 
coores, makes it a heavy fludge, being of moch more 
mifchief to the roads than ule. 

The country in this diftrid b very fine, from Farn- 
ham to Bdturbet, )>ttt has fome coniiderable traAs of' 
bog* AdJQiaing Famham is Mr. Saundcribn's feat, 
which is beautifully planted, and has a rich gralTy foil. ' 

. The boufe is gn a bold commanding iite, and very- 
handibfflcu 

Caftle Saunderfon, the feat of Francis Sauaderfbn ' 
£fq« who reprdents the county, is richly wooded with 
oak, and is a very cateniive demeine^ the roads 
through thi» part of the country are e^tcelleat indeed. 
ui;hich is a very agreeable furprize to a traveller in 
Qivan. The water in Caftle Saunderfon is highly pic- 
ti{(ef^ue> and completely fnmUhes this luxuriant landr 

• fcapcj 
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fiape; how extremely beautiftil is Leng^ £me in 
every viev» and here its banks are crowned wkh die 
dcheft foliage. The rifing plastatknis will afford a 
oliarnuag diverfi^> and promifc all that can be antid^ 
pated ham the genrnne tafte, with which they are fi> 
elegantly diQxifaL Ck>Ter-hilI» the &at of J. Sannder- 
ba, £fq. is ^o a Tety beautifnl demefne, and Andy 
improyed. This gcntleaun has^ at a coniiderable e&- 
penfe^ and with great judgment, reclaimed a, vaft traft 
c^ lattd» and ranks in the foremoft dais of the ezperi* 
mental and beft farmers in the cbnaty. A fpadons 
lake adorns and bounds his demefiie^ wtudi is elegant* 
ly laid out and richly planted, and a very excellent 
manfion has been juft finidied* The dead level of the 
lake in the oppofite fliore has been divined with great 
tStfki both as to beauty and the acquiiidon of a confi- 
derable range of land now made excellent ; I confider- 
it particdarly unfortunate for thefe Memoirs, that I 
had not the pleaiiire of meedng this gentleman hi my 
tour, from whence I would doubdeis have had mudk 
valuable information. 

Famhdm, the charntfng feat of the Earl of Famham, 
whick is fo finished an ornament to this county, con- 
tains one thou£tnd two hundred acres of land, and 
above fix hundred of wood and water. I have already 
mentioned in the former part of this work, that the 
maniion does not poflcis moch exterior magnificence, 

but 
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but fai the iateaded alterations and additions this will 
be confiderably hnproved; however the fite is not 
commanding^ bat the demefne hat numerous elevated 
fpots, moft happUy fituaced for building. The gardens 
are eztenfive, and extremely well attended toj the 
parks are capitally reclaimed^ covered with a beautiful 
verdure^ and occui^ed by the fineft herds of blaclt 
cattle^ for which thefe fertile lawns s^t fo celebrated. 
The beautiful irregularity of the ground has the fincft 
effeft in thefe improvementSj .and every hill afcended 
prefents a new and exteniive variety of interefting 
Icenery. 

At a confiderable diftanc^ from the maniion^ but 
within the deme&e, arc the lofty woode of Killy» 
whoTe Ihores are waflied by the extenfive waters of 
Lough Oughter, and fumlfh the higheA contour to the 
fnrrounding fcenery. 

The many beautiful iflands, encircled by this charm« 
ing lake» are crowned with the fineft timber^ which 
their undulating furface presents to view in a variety of 
fliades, and their deep recefTes and romantic fcenery 
ftrongly picture to the mind the aptitude cl theie fiigb 
queftered iflands for the fuperflitious rites^ wliich for«- 
merly were celebrated here ; one of thefe iflands, 
named Qoghother, was the prifon of the venerable 
and excellent Bifhop Bedel, when he was in the hands 
of the infurgents, in the rebellion of 1641, and whofe 

death . 
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death was occafioned \>j the feverities he received, and 
the mifery of the times -^ h^ lies burled in the corner of 
tlie church-yard at Kilmore. 

The improvements of Farnham ftill rapidly are con-, 
^ued, and the new approach from the towD> of Cavan 
is not the leaA confiderabl^. 

Nor arc thofe advancements, which rcfleft fuch 
honor on the munificent benefaAors, negleAed, nor 
in the dKburfements of a princely fortune are the rifing 
generation forgotten, twenty-five girls being well 
clothed and educated by the Countefs of Farnham, 
and taught fuch ujfeful works^ as will infure to them 
9 maintenance. In the manufaiflure of ftraw hats 
they h^ve made a great proficiency, and receive a con-, 
derable emolument by their own induftry. Contigu- 
ous to thb fchool. Lord Farnham is erefting one on a 
iiniikr plan for .thirty boys, who will be alfo clothed, 
educated, and taught ufeful trades. Thcfc arc foUd 
improvements, which, if more attended to by our 
gentry, would at once yield the happieft confequences 
and the moft grateful fenfations : thefe will eminently 
War the teft of approbation, and unc^ueftionably infure 
the approbation of Heaven. 

The antique buildings of this barony have little to 
ifecommend them; at Urney, near Cavan, are the 
walls of a monaflery, and at Drumbane church, 

whicl^ 
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which is Tery large, is a circular tower, but low } 
about two miles from Belturbet are the venerable 
mias of an abbey, and thofe of a ^aAlc are 10 the lam« 
neighbourhood, r 
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CHAP. vni. 



BARONY OF TULLAGHONOHa * 

SECTION I* 

THE ground U ftill moflly cultirated with tbe 
fpade; thdr crops, two years potatoes, next flax, and 
oats for two or three years fucceffivQly ; in a poor f<Ml 
this muft naturally be cxhauft'mg, and very bad ma* 
nagement, as they arc obliged to leave th^ gr<»ind «_ 
feafon idle under caihier fallow. 

KiUeflundra is their market town; the one-third of 
the farm is generally in grafs; th^y never plough more 
than once, and all the reft of the labour U done with 
tibt fytAe^ Here there is no ms^rket for grain, finco 
the diftilleiies were prohibited by government, but for*- 
merly a confiderable quantity of barley was {bld^ for 
which they have a nice (oil in many parts, if it was 
weU managed. They breed but very few horfes here» 
and lefa of black cattle } tillage is their principal puis 

foit^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 109 

fiat, and they c«)dvate now no more prorifions thaa 
they require for themfelves ; thetr great concern it flax 
hftfbandry, and the Unen manufacture. 



BUUKX^e; GROUND* 



This aperation f^ema but little underftood, tfaoo^ 
fo generally praAtied, and may be juftly compared to a 
fpedfick, a due proportion of wUch is a powerful re- 
medy for a diibrdetj but, if improvidentiy appiied, may 
be of confiderably greater detriment thsm any good» 
vbicfa could be derived from it. We may naturally 
ftppofe that the aflies, whidi were fwept-from the 
beartta, created in the mind of man the firft ideas of 
thsft Yevigora&ig powers to the ftU, horn die fiiperi- 
or yielding of that fpot, on which chance had fcattered 
them, and taught him to ftek a fuffdent iuppiy for 
his exhanfted lands b the exuberances of mounds and 
Weeds, which diey furniihed. The grateful return 
f^om this treatment indoced him to try the experiment 
IHll fimher, by burning the entire furface, nor were' 
his cioft fangvilne expeftations difappointed in the ef- 
fefts -they produced ; tut here was the iniftake, for 
Q^archftrged nature yielded too much, and required 
msans he was tot yet acquainted with, to reftore her 
ridamd powera; for this immoderate burning confumes 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



ti^ STATISTICAL SUl^VEt 

the fulphors, vluch are tke powers of the earthi 
although it oiay unlock the vegetable falts> that were 
boand up in the tough clod} nothing but fulphureooi 
Inanures will tend to reftore thefe power^^ even fp but 
very gradaally» and it is for want of thele compoAs 
the natural grades do not fpring for many years after* 
When ground is to be burnt, it ihould be done (b 
in finall heaps, fo that its fulphurs may be iecured^ it 
light and calcareous earth, let it burn very leifhte- 
ly, and fuch will g^ve a very grateful crop of barley» 
and it fliould be burnt in the fpring ftafon-, the very 
revcrfe is to be obierved in a ftrong gravelly ioilt 
wUeh fiiould have a hot fire, diat the gravel and 
ftones may yield, as they are highly impregnated with 
falts, which they are required to diichargie into .the fixli 
by this operadon, fuch land ia^ excellent for oats, but- 
the principal matter to be confidered in bjorofaig 
fliould be our bogs, which fo long have been negleft^ 
ed, and with but finall ezpenfe, which is foon re* 
paid, become the. fureft and the .b^ land our ifland 
can boaft of* 

The firft ftep towards thdr reclamation doubtlefi is 
draining, as the outfalls are cbo^d, which reftrds 
that body of water, on which they floaty a maia cut 
to carry off this water is the neosflary preliminafys 
and by interieftions leading into it the material es». 
penfe and grand objed is attained; for they quickly 
confolidate and become firm ground, which is eafily 
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brought into adtioo; for by various experiments and 
aoalizations it has been been proved^ that the principal 
JDAat^» of which they are compoied, ace decayed ligne-* 
OQ8 particles, which are faafteniog again to earth, the 
ultimate change of all matter. 

It is a received opinion, that'bogs were formed by 
forefts, which grew in a morals, and were funk and 
covered by their own weighty thus, as they very gra* 
(dually decayed, tbiey vegetated new earth, which pof^ 
ieiles a very confiderable pordon of falts; and it is 
eafily accounted for in chemiAry, that their mfiammabi* 
£ty is not loft, but rather encreafed by their Ibakagc in 
water; the -decay of theie ligneous particles nuift there* 
fore be very flow, and may be rather faid to be a 
change to thdr prefent pulpy ftate. 

The aihes of bog muft therefore contain a conlider* 
able quantity of falts, which caufe a quick fermentati* 
<m when applied to land, and afford a large fupply of 
food or nourifhment for plants, and here is their excel* 
teoc^ applied as a manure for a different foil : in fur- 
face dreffings, they draw the nadve {alts from below, 
which the gludnous properties of the roots of grafs 
have repelled, and thus is produced the fermentation, 
which revigorates them. The atmoifphere, as well as 
the dung of animals, which graze on land, furnifliea 
this gludnous fobftance, which (huts up the foil, and 
hence land becomes hide-bound, and requires to be 
broken* 

But 
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But not only as a manure for another (oil, but on 
l>og itfelf turf-aihes are the higheft preparation for v^ 
getation on its own furface, and it only requires an atten- 
tion to draining, and the application of calcareous iiib* 
fiances to render it fit for every branch of hulbattdry» 
as daily experiments have fo clearly evinced. 

That turf is evidently engaged in aftive vegetation 
tannot be denied, as numerous inftances are m every 
country of bogs aiFording new fuel, which have long 
ago been cut out; the antiieptic quality of bog is eafily 
accodnted for by the quantity of timber it contains *, it 
is this, which prevents the water from putrifying, which 
b fhut up within it,^ and cannot be dianged; elie, was 
a running ftream paffing through it, it would quickly 
rot, and be converted into earth } therefore we muft 
fuppofe that in early ages, before thefe forefts had 
fallen, the vidnhy of moTzfTes^ which now are bogs^ 
were as remarkable for thdr unwholefprne damps and 
fogs, not having yet recdved the afti^ngent prindple, 
which the timber conveys, as they are at preient for 
thdr falubrity, which is occafioned by thdr poiTefling 
that principle imparted by the trees, which they cover; 
and this may account, why this ifland was fb poorly in* 
habited, and (b overrun with immenfe forefts* ~ 

The application of lime on bog reduces that add» 
which will not yield to putrefaction, and confolidatet 
the mafs of matter fo as to prepare it for the purpofes 
of tillage*^ In laying on this correfting manure, it has 
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.been found to atifwcr the purpofe beft^ when the bog 
Laid been gradnally and not too quickly dried} for if 
too dry, it for a long dme reliftt moifture, but fpread 
hot lime on bog, that poflefles a due degree of moifture, 
and admit water or rain, and the lime learches every 
pore of k, by which the antifeptic and aftringent prin- 
dple is deftroyed, which is ib foreign to vegetation. 

The power of lime on bog is nnqueftionably of 
great moment and rajud effeft, but the verybeft re- 
claimed bogs I have fern had no qmck lime, but were 
brought to yield the fweeteft herbage from the follow^ 
ittg procefi >^After fuffidently draming the propofed 
traA, it was fiunned and burnt in Tmall heaps j a very 
ftrong calcareous limehone gravel of a whitiih clayey 
^ibfiance was drawn in^ and fpread on in frofty wea- 
ther; fhis ftaibn was chofen, as the bog being at that 
dme acccffibk to cattle; This manure bdng ploughed 
in, a- crop of turnips was fown in July, and in OAober 
rye grafs was icattered in, and bif(h-harrowed. The 
tnrnips are well worth four pounds per acre, and the 
rye graft yielded a fine crop of hay, the feeds of which 
were worth diree pounds per acre. This mode per- 
fevered in for three or four {eafons, always gravelling 
in each (eafon, and well ploughing in the large lime- 
ilones, it was then hid dovm in meadow, and has ilnce 
continued to give the ijotoft luxuriant herbage, yielding 
white clover and trefoil naturally, and in great abun- 
dance. In this cale the calcareous quality of the lime- 
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ftone gravel had the fame effeAs as the lime itfelfi biit 
b more durable in effefi, for after this procefs it will 
not revert to its original aqueous herbagCi which will 
loon appear^ after the virtues of quick. lime are es^ 
haufted} and thus we lee it is the calcareous qiatter, 
which conlblidates the bog^ and g^ves it a graidty fit to 
fuftain the roots of plants* 

This denlity is highly affifted by the weight of the 
gravel, which remains, and more gradually imparts die 
limy quality it pofleflcsi belides, by the origjual mode 
of treatment of buming, if even it Ibould again require 
it, the quantity of gravel in its bofom infures. the . 
greateft eScCt, and places it in the higheft poffible ftate 
of vegetation. 

The cSe&s of burning land were not well under- 
ftood, when the leg^ture impofed the heavy pqialty 
againft thb procefs, and it would be unwife yet to re<- 
peal that lawj doubtlefs, much mifduef might accrue 
and ha^ occurred, when adopted by ignorant or mer« 
cenary tenants^ The very rapid ftrides to perfeftioa 
in agriculture, which are now making, will, of courier 
point but in due dme an emendadon for this law. . 



Sect. 2* Pafiure, 

The nature of the pafture of this diftrifl is very 
kind, and more inclined to herbage^ a confiderable 
quandty might be turned to found lheep«walk • 

The 
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The breed of cattle excels many paru of the county, 
as much of this barony is well inhabited by a reildent 
gentry; amongft the better kind of cattle, that are feen 
here, the improved breed of Famham are eaiily dUT" 
coverable; the milch cows are only houfed in winter, 
from November to May. 

In hay*malung they ure not to tardy as in Lou^tee, 
but yet leave all their hay in the field too long} their 
meadow crops^ particularly in demefnes, are heavy and 
Ittzuriaat. The other matters of inveffigation under 
this head are very iimilar to thofe in the preceding 
chapter. \ 

rfeNCING. 

A principal concern, which b too much neglected, 
and ought to be a primary one, is the making of good 
fences, the want of which is a great lofs, inconveni- 
ence, and fource of ill will amongft the farmers of this 
country; it is indeed a leading ftep to^ improvement, in 
agriculture, and ought by all poifible means to be en- 
couraged; nor could a farming fociety, find a fitter ob- 
jeft for their moft liberal rewards. 

In ftony grounds a ready material for indofures b 
afforded, and a double purpofe anfwered of clearing 
the ground, and maUng the fence; this mode of inclo- 
fiire is the moft rapid^ and by which the objeA is foon 

I 2 attained, 
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> attained, but it it a bleak defence witfaont 6Aa hetntf 
or flielteri at Icifnre hours it is cafy to conftnift witb* 
out it a ditch and hedge, to which it will be a iecnrltj 
from cattle, and when this latter comes to perfefHon, 
theft ftones will be found ufeful in making drams, 
building, &c.. 

Our idand is favoored with a fertile (oil, and TSry , 
well adapted to the growth of trees ( how fiaall is the 
expenfe for the comparative benefits of pkadng qnickr 
in our hedge-rows, which give fb improved an appear** 
^ ance to the country, and afibrd fo necefiary a lOxade 
and fhelter for our flocks and herds? If we look to die 
filler country, we find that there hedges are planted 
for fuel, which our bogs fo amply fupply. The^ no- 
merous advantages we poflefs ought to fUmuiate us to 
arrive at j^erfeftion, but unfortunately they create a fu- 
pinenefs and indifference. 

In inclodng bog a twofold objeft is obtained ; the 
defence from cattle is the drain for the water to flow 
offi this (oil is fo eafily worked, that the expen& of a 
double drain Is not confiderable, and is welt repaid bf 
the bank, which is indofed withm thde two drains, 
and thus capitally iecured from cattle, and would be 
very proper to plant with timber trces^ and to quick at 
both fides : a valuable improvement is thus made, and 
the {helter obtained for the incloiiire. 

Quicks will thrive in any foil, but require' hoeing 
and weedbg for a year or two. Attend well to fcacts 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



O^ THE COUNTY OF CAVAN- 1 17 

of profit^ and they will fbon become fences of plea- 
fare ^ but for a little be careful> and tire not in pre- 
ferving them from cattle^ and they will ibon repay 
your labour. 

The beft method of infuring the planting of hedges , 
would be for the landlord to plant them himielf, and 
bind the tenant to pay tntereft for the money expend- 
edj and to keep them in good and conftant repair^ 
nothing would more promote the landlord's intereft^ 
when leafes expire, or more rapidly tend to further ci- 
vilization, which fuch Improvements fo eagerly invite. 



Sect« 3. Farms, 

The farms here are fmaller than ia Loughtee; 
twenty atres is here efteemed a very large one, and 
but few grazing farmsi and thoie in the occupation of 
a wealthy gentry. The finaller farms are divided into 
plots of three, five, and ten acres* 

The farmers houies are not fo poor, and in the viI-< 
lages are remarkably neat. The tenures are held in 
the manner already defcribed, and to each of them is a 
freehold, fondly fought for* Their mclofures are poor, 
and fences but bad indeed*, I do not fpeak of demeine 
ground, for ia fuch places they are particularly well 
kept* Manures are dung, clay, and bog-ftuff, and 
occafionally lioie, which they have in partial fpots. 

DRAINING. 
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Draining is an art in hufbandryi the knowledge 
of which is of the firft importance, i and defervey^the 
minuteft enquiryi as the wetnefs of lands, which pe- 
rifhes the crops, will be thereby remedied. The caufcs 
of this pardal (hbje£tion of land to water are num^ 
rous, halt principally will be found to proceed fcpm 
fprings flowing over the foil, or confined under It, by 
reafon of its own tenacity, which reprefles it, or by 
various other cauies' 

Water, which lies on the furface and proceeds from 
Taios, is eafily diverted off, by finking drains according 
to the fall of the ground; but the grand method o^ arriv- 
ing at fprings has been lately difcovered by the ingeni- 
ous Mr. Elkington, for which the parliament of Great 
Britain have rewarded him whh a grant of one thou- 
fand pounds, and this has been efFeftually accomplifh- 
ed by the- auger, or tapping and boring the earth, until 
the fpring is reached, fo that the water flowi through 
this paflage. This fimple inftrument refembles the 
borer ufed by miners, or to brmg it home t6 the fami- 
liar ideas of every body, the auger of a pump-borer; 
the annexed plate will reprefent it both fcrewed toge- 
ther, and in joints of about four feet each; it is thus 
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divided ^or the coDTeoience of carriage, and it can be 
added tO| for any acquired length; the lower joint is 
conftrufted like the bottom of the anger, andia hol- 
lowed for about iixteen inches; thefe rods are three 
indies or three and a half in diameter. As a fubftihite 
for the augeir or lower rod, a chizel and a jmnch are 
occaConally fcrewed on, when the fdl b ^avelly or 
hard, which would refufp the anger. At the joints it 
is neceflary to leave it a little fiouter than in the gene- , 
raLlize of the rods, which are icrewed together by two 
iron keys and a wooden handle paiCng through the 
, eye of the topmoft jobt for turning th^ auger, which 
has two iron wedges to faften it, and make it work 
fieady. | am thus minute in the defcription, that any 
perfon may have |t made at home, who may cboof^ to 
try its cfFefts. , 

A drain is always cut fbr the water to flow off, be^ 
fore the auger is ufed, and it is in the bottom of this 
drain, at occaliona! diftances, that its operations are 
commenced; when the (pring is arrived at, the water 
rifes with velocity, and is thus diverted off in the 
drain. 

In working this infirument two men are fufficient to 
turn It, and ftand on the bank over the drain; it is ne- 
ceflary to have a third below in the drain, to help to 
lift it up, and clean out the earth from the hollow of 
the auger, as it may require it, which will be as often 
^s the hollow fills; or elfe, the day they perforate will 
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be 6rmI]F affixed «• it ^es^ and greatly obftruft dm 
f uUing it up agata. 

A icoop is alio ullod er hollow ^de, for throwing 
the earth up from the trench. 

This mode of drainuig will efieftnally drjr the 
greaieft eicteat of land> oo which it is praAifed, and 
only requires the experiment to be made, to infare its 
geaeral appeobatiao; I hare ftcn it tried in fereral 
parts of Irelattdt and always with focce& 



Sect. 4* General SuhjeBs. 



Populadon is yet very confiderable, and the linen 
manufafture more engaged in^ and much encouraged 
by the market at Kilieihandray where coarfe linens 
are purchafed every week to the average value of 
^•1500. The appearance of this town is engag^ngi " 
b^g neat and deanj and induftry and its regards are 
very conlpicuous, every thing appears comfortable^ «- 
good market-houie, and a briik trade. 

Immediately contiguous to the town is Caftle Hamil<- 
touj the feat of Colonel Southwell; the whole demefne 
is beautifully wooded and watered, though much tim- 
ber has been lately cut. The manfion is newly built 
and fpadous. 

In 
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^ la this neighboiirhood are quarries boih of lime audi 
f reeftoDe^ and ftroog iodicadons of coal. 

The land around is dry» and very good, but the 
ruflies not yet banilhed from any part of the county I 
havefeen 

The river of Crogbanj \/hich flows through the mag- 
nificent lakes of KjHcftandrat winds through a beauti^ 
ful part of country, and difcharges its waters Mdth 
thofe of the lakes hito the Erne river, which pafles 
through this barony, and the^e into Lough Erne. 
The lakes of>Killeihandra, and thofe conneded with 
them, cover fo great en extent, as are many miles in 
circumference; thele are already deicribed with Lougb- 
Oughter in the preceding chapter, and are all the fame 
expanfion of water, unrivalled in beauty, extent, and 
true natural advantages. The mountain of Bruce-hiU 
is a leading and prominent feature in the fouthern ex- 
tremity, and is feen at a cpnfiderable diftance. The 
copnty in its environs is mountainous, but this hUl 
overtops them all in proud preeminence, and from its 
fiimmit is commanded the mod: extenfiv< profpeJl* 

Cor-hill is a very fteep mountain, not far diftant 
from Killefliandra, beyond which the land is more wet 
and uncultivated, yet naturally fertile, and on the fum- 
Biit of this hill is a traft of reclaimed (heep-walk, and 
a £^5at fcope more is in forwardnefs. This fpirited 
nndertakmg has well repaid Mr. Harkneis the proprie- 
tor 
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tor, vfho has indoied it with excellent fences. Arvs^h 
Tillage is but incoafiderable, and the point of janftioa 
vith the counties of Ldtrhn and Longford} contigu- 
ous to it 18 the famous lake of Scraba^ which is one of 
the fburces of Lough Erne. 

The lower lands of this barony are extremely well 
culchratedi and poflefs a generous and grateful foil. 
Lifmore, the feat of Colonel Nefbitt, appears to be ex- 
cellent land, and is celebrated as being one of the ear- 
Keft reclsdmcd ieats in Cavan, which its antique ap- 
pearance and difpolidon of its improvements favour 
nochr it is fituated at the entrance of the village of 
Crofidony, which is confpicuous for an air of neal?- 
Defs and comfort, fo unufuaiiy feen in an Iri/h village. 
The well drefled little gardens attached to the col- 
lages, which are kindly prefented to view^ and the 
thriving plantations, make it extremely engaging; from 
hence to Farnham, ' about three miles, the face of 
the county is entirely changed, and is cerainly^ for that 
extent, the bed improved and the neateft part of 
Cavan : it is but a cootinuadon of demefhe ground^ 
and comprizes the feats of Mr. Story, Mr. EHiot, Mr. 
Fleming, and the Bilhop of Kihnore, whofe improve- 
ipcnts arc only divided by the po^d* Through this ex- 
tent, which has no refemblance to the prefent appclir- 
%nce of the country, there is a luxuriance of ornaa»en- 
fal plantation, and engaging fcenery; the land is ren- 
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AtTcA excellent for any liufbandrj, and poflefTd^ much 
found (heep-walk; indeed all around Killeihandra, and 
for many miles forther is valuable land. 

Mr.^ Pallas^ of Eileogy^ and Mr. Crawford^ of ' 
Scraba^ have good bleach-greens in this barony^ 



CHAPTER 
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CHAP.IX 



BARONY OF TULLAGHA. 



SECTION I. 

Agriculture. 

THIS barony, which is the mod northerly of dras^ 
differs extremely from the features of the reft of the 
comtty, and more refembles thoic of Ldtrim or Fer* 
managh. A reference to the map of Ulfter will fhew 
k more properly belongs to Leitrim; its foil, furface» 
and the general obfervadons relating to it, will be 
found in the preceding part of this work, under the 
head of Mountoinsy in the firft chapter. 

They only cultivate oats and potatoes, aqd all their 
tillage is done with manual labour, which is eiFeded 
with the long loy, or curved narrow fpade, an excel-* 
knt implement for ftony ground. 

In agriculture they are extrediely deficient, and were 
It not for Mr.^riflbn's improvements, which are wcU 
executed, this part of the country would fhew little 
^manadon from its rude and primeval ft^te of nature. 

Defcending 
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DeTcendiDg towards Ballycomiell, the pfa^)ed im- 
proves, ifTfaere Mr. Sneyd's pltntatiotts, at Bawftboy» 
give tbe country a wanner aad more coodbrtabk ap« 
peanuKe^bnt the roads in this cbsnury areternbly bad 
indeed. 

I know bat of one, which is tolerable, from Beltnr- 
bet to SwanUngbar through Derryolimj which is a 
very poor ftage; that from Ballyconnell is almoft im- 
paflable. 

HOLLOW DRAINS. 



The foil of this country feems to require furface- 
<lra}ning more particularly, and thefe trenches to be 
at very fliort diftances afunder, for which purpole, it 
'Would be advHeable they ihould be hol}ow and covered 
at top. Thefe drains anfwer every purpofe, and are 
equal to bear any weight of cattle, when judidouf- 
ly made. 

After cutting the drain two feet or two and a half 
feet deep, which flopes in towards the bottom two^ 
thirds of the breadth at top, that is, from eighteen 
inches above to fix below, fill it with large Hones, 
which are here in abundance; procure them fo large, 
that you mull force and mallet them into the drain, or 
large round paving ftones, which, are covered with 

finaller 
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finaller ftones, to bring a level face ; then lay hnllh- 
wood and fnrze to bear up the clay from filling the 
fpaces between the flones; throw in the clay and fi)d 
it* The ahnexed draft of a hollow dram will at onc^ 
explain it. 




This 18 a tery good mode of furface-drainingi and 
the expenfe very triflings here materials are in abua- 
dance. < , . 

Sect. 2. Pqfiure. 

A coarle fpiry grafs, and conflderable quantities of 
rufhes ftill fhew on ^ light loam> covering a ftiff clay. 
The cattle are of a hardy breeds but very coarie» 
and ihelter muft be firft obtainedi before much im- 
provement can be expelled. Tbey never boufe but 
the milch cattle, and their hay is very ftrong, cbarie, 

and 
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ftad ftiU of a poor aqueous herbage, Svhich fo greatly 
impoveriihes their milk; as for anificial grades they 
kave noDe, icarcely dover is to be found ainongft 
them, aad all their commodities for faie are ib very 
trifling^ as not m aiTof d the ieaft eocouragefflent for a 
market 

If a fufficiency of provifion for their family confump- 
tAoa is raifed, a very little abundance >viU difcharge 
their rpats^ which are rery low. 

tiMB. 

The manure, which contains the mod a6tive falts an 
vegetadon, is limeftone, and the moft difficult to be 
&af ched; for its virtues only can be extraAed by fire, 
or looiened, fo that the adnuflioi^ of air when calcined ^ 
will pulverise it, and break it to pieces; or this is 
more rapidly effefted by water, which drives it down 
very quickly, learching every pore of the earth, on 
which it iq laid. 

The manner of burning lime is too generally known 
to require deicripcion, but the quality of the ilone to 
be chofen for that purpofe requires attention. 

The beft ftone in Ulfter (than which there cannot 
be better) is very white, and rifes in rugged blocks; it 
is frequently found in boulders, or in fingle blocks 
apart from the quarry. ' This kind will not leave the 
Jfifift particle of clinker, if judicioufly burnt, and is 

very 
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rerj quickly caldaed; its efficacy is moft rapid aod 
durable. Limeftone hai rarious other colours; the 
blue comes next hi quaQty, which is the beft when 
under ground ^ the grey is more apt to have fpar» and 
bum in Glinker8> and the red ia the weakeft and pooreft 
ofalL 

The falts contsuned in this mineral are not deftroyed 
V exhaufted by the Attf but only expofed and un^ 
bound; it is therefore neceflfary to bum it thoroughly 
fof manure, as the falts are by that means endrely laid 
open. 

All foils will be improved by lime» even (hallow 
aad Timeftooe fbils> if the firft heat fubfides before it is 
applied, and mixed with clay or bog-ftuiF; but to ^p* 
ply it hot from the kiln before it is flakejdr or previoujl 
]y made into a compoft with earth, it is faig^y detri-* 
mental, and will bum the plants inflead of nourifliing 
them. 

After fpreading the lune on jjlooghed ground, kt it 
have the benefit of rain to feparate it well, and then 
plough it in evenly, and harrow it fharply, previous to 
winter : thus it-is prepared for a fpring crop; bat bar- 
ley cannot be ventured for a year or two; it may 
chance to thrive, but there are many chancee againft it. 

Its virtues on bog are moft rapd, deflroying Att 
aflringent principle, whn^h is hoAile to vegetation, and 
condenfing the bog; it thus becoflnes prepared to hold 

a9 
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M vrtUX as nottrUh die roots of plantSj^ and gvsdwdly 
throws up the fweeteft herbagf • 



Sbct. 3» Farm* 



The extenfire trafts of moufttaia are not allotted 
into fimnS) and rather an imag^ary line is the di?ifioa 
of property, than any real boundary) nor is there 
mnch attention to fucK land, when the average rent 
icarcely exceeds three pence per acre> hut it is always 
iec in a bulk rent. Thefe traAs are only occupied in 
grazing ftore cattle b the drieft ftafim, which hardly 
is fit for thb purpoie four months in the year, and the 
prices of graft vary from two to four (hillings a head 
per ftaibn; younger cattle than thole of three years 
old would si&ually ftarve, lb coarie and poor is the 
pafture in its prefent natural ftate; and it muft be con* 
odved how little value can be in fuch a pafture, when 
the film charged for the graft of cattle is fcarcely fuffi* 
dent to pay the herds attending them, who are an- 
fwerable for them; as in the many deep fwamps, which 
thefe mountains contain, it frequently happens, that 
cattle fall in and ineviubly perilh. In the lower rem- 
ans there is little comfort m the exterior view of their 
cabins, which are by no means bettered withinltdei 
jn it is not poverty, that occafions this dreary prof* 
K peft, 
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peA» for the peaiantry, though poor in appearance, are 
not \rithoat means and capability, but they have no 
inducement to improve, and they have yet fourcea of 
wealth in their own induftry, were their landlords 
emulous id promoting .their civilization, or active in 
mftruAing them in ufeful and defirable purfuits.' 

Nor is it a fecondary, but indeed a leading and pri- 
mary caufe for tins negleA, that fuch «2Ctenfive trafts 
of country are diurch-lands, or other eftabliAttDents, 
which are held after the like tenure. 
- The laws, which were made for ddr purpole, had 
folely in view the intd-efts of the church, without any 
regard to the reclaiming the £acc of the country^ or 
the dvilizadon . of the people, which only can be 
tSe&ed by encouraging and unreftri&ed tenures : 
fuch laws were enaAed tn times of feudal barbarity^ 
and have too loiijg eaufted, nor do I hefitate to aflerty 
that they at this day ftand as a total edipfe between 
the country and that wealth, which is its natural rights 
and which an hztproved agriculture would doubtlefs 
afford. On fech lands we find no proper mode of 
culture, and the inhabitants are ftrangely opprefled 
as^ well with poverty, as with ignorance, as if dviliza* 
tion was cruihed within the deadly graTp of thb fliame« 
ful and impolitic monopoly. 

TUs in a peculiar manner applies to the eittenfive 
wilds of Eanawly pariih in this county, and to the 
neighbouring couudes of Feimana^ and Monaghan, 

. and, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 131 

and, in a great degree, to thofe parts of Ulfter, which 
' are under the Influence of this malignant and <^prei&«e 
lyftem. I vdih not to reft^ain the rights or clip the 
revenues of the church, I would more willingly in- 
creafe tfaem; it could be done by ameliorating thelaws^ 
.which' are hoftile to improvement, nor would I en- 
croach on the eftablUhments, which were found- 
ed for education, it is notorious they are fliamefully 
perverted; and were they duly guarded and hufbanded 
with economy, they could be extended to a great nati- 
onal account; though mdividual benefit has hitherto 
been confidered before the public weal, and barefaced 
monopoly, wluch is now upheld with general indi^ia^ 
lk>n» has too long triumphed over the rights of this 
country, yet they muft fbon give place to the proud Ipi- 
rit of improvement, which happily is diflenunated thro* 
the nation, and will ultimately prevail againft the hoft 
of evils, which have oppofed its progrefi. 



BOGS, 

The proper management of thefe animals is little 
known in Ireland, and the very great profit, w)^ 
accmes from a careful attention to them, ought to be 
confidered by the judidous fumer. This profit de- 
pends very much on thdr bdng turned out' to green 
food} which few of us have any idea of. 

K 2 The 
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Tlie diirj offid and t^ vefofe of the fo^Uixs,vAiA 
fiiftun ikt &v iteriog her nurfisig^ fhonld certaiaiy be 
idbdtD veantheyoong irigt,aad tfaej ^iriU require dm 
Idad of nooriAflieat for ibme 6ttKy but when arrived to 
A little faardihoodf they HKMiId be allowed to grazcy 
^lad dorer is Jcnowo to agree extremdy treU viih 
Aeai; to this grafs they (hotild be conflned, nor get 
asy odker food ontil they are fiill grown, whidi It ta- 
fidly promotes) Cor it iafnres fize^ and fiune pgB will 
«ve& grow fitt cm k. The dover feafon comes 'm 
«arly» and ^irill hold till the be^ttog of Deoembcr; 
if in the ndghbourhood of oak woods» acocos will 
CQMpkte thor ftcteolilg, and give Am £efli a great 
•^fdagme of firmnefs; but potatoes ought again t0 be 
tiftd^ when acoma are not ta be faad^ and at due ibah 
ion are irery dieapi Peaie of com wiii gire a delicale 
/flavoor to bacon^ and a Igaali proportion on^ to be 
ffven to hogs during the laft month of Aat fsaxiaua^ 
Thns it appears from this mode, that the ofial only 
is the fupport of the hog in the fpriog and ^raiter; 
and in fiimmerj lichen provifions are dear, they are fed 
on dover : a finall plot of this grafs ViU fiipply food 
far a icoDfiderably longer time then, if iet to range at 
lia^ over the fkl&i this migitt be done by foUBog 
diem oQ the .plot, if feeding diem wothin is not conve- 
-nient^ for by changing to a new ipot,the part «ateB 
idown ibon recovers and grouts again, asd the plat is 
well manured^ 13ie nece&ry oropsibr tbeiiies of « 
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dairy are too Btde coofid^fed, and the profits of thU 
hnftnuidry will be great iftdeed: vrkcre mildi covs vi^ 
there ought to be a doe pr^^ortioa of bioc&g fcwa$ 
no maoagemeDt wiU pay better than this, aad th« 
choice and proportions of crops for the colhteral por^f 
poles of the dairy are, indeed, of coofiderdxle iaapoct 
to agricttlturei a^d are too little underftood. 

A different jDunugeoMnt is doobtleA waotedj as tUt- 
wmal could be tamed to mqch greater profit dum wft 
hare yet experienced; and it is a matfer of ho fioudl 
moment, diat on the keg depend, in a great manaert 
the prices of provilloas, which it m^teridl; n&&9* 

Nor in their early ftages of weaning ought the car-* 
rot be refbled them, which, with good ciihare, will 
yield very great crops, and g^e ftrength and vigoar to 
the hog, and ought to be again reibrted to after die 
green food is confumed, as quickly affording fir^meft 
tothefleftu •* 

In thdr con&iement in the ftye they fiionld be kepi 
dry, and their ftraw often changed, as this anhnal is 
naturally cleanly; and a yard of rery final) dimenfiona 
ihould be inclofed for then^ to feed in. 

Whei^ at green food they will require water in the 
field, which ought to be attended to« 

On the improvement of the agricultare of the nation 
a good dealJs connected with this animal i with the 
prices of proYiflons they are infepatately conneAed^ 
a^d it, i^ to be regrettei^ that didr tk(h$ which poT* 

fcffes 
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fcflcB {o much nourUbment, as eotides them to be 
called the natural food of the laborious pca&nt, fhould . 
now be fcarcely even enjoyed by the poor cottageiV 
when in tunes of le& ciTilization, and before improve^ 
ment bad fifted its head from the chaks pf ignorance, 
the peafaht enjoyed his cow, his flieep, and hia pig, 
and though tbey. ihared the ihelur of 14s hovel,; yet 
they afforc'ted faiin food and raymen^ which he pp 
longer can boaft of. ' 

To what purpofe thea is the face of a country to. b^ 
changed to gay ^d improved fcenes, if the peaiant, on 
whom its durability depends, is graduaOy enervated 
not by luxury, but by keen poverty, and tqo (rftcp by 
lavage oppreflion? — ^Whatdoes it avail, if the proud 
lord of extenfive domains AaU raift neat flated cot- 
tages on the ruins of the iqualid hut, if he does npt 
take cate to ameliorate the couiUtioq of the peafant, 
who cannot warm the walls of his HI found habitation, 
whofe interior but ill agr^s with the outer view ? 

.That there are fuch fcenes cannot be denied, and 
fnrely they ought to be reformed; then indeed yould 
the improvements of agriculture, and the ornaments pf ^ 
country), be purfued on a durable and efficient founda- 
tion; then would the caufes of top juft copiplaint be 
removed, and content and competen<:e ^ain prevaiL 

Happy cottagers, ^hpfe comforts are the care of a 
humiane mafter, who directs his improvements to the 
bettering the (:i>nditipn of )us tenants, and in the teach- 
ing 
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bg of thofe arts in bufbandry) vfhidi he Audi allow 
diem to feel the good effeAs of in thdr own domefBc 
concerns: thus, he not only indulges the fineft feelinga 
of man» in affording happlnefs to his fellow creature, 
but it ultimately wUl be found the trueft and fureft 
policy. 

Improvement is as yet but in its infancy ia thig 
country, but fortunately there are here men of worth 
and judgment, and who have as near at heart as they 
poflefs means to eflfedl lb defirable a change, which 
gives us the beft hopes to expeft a fpeedy amoKoratU 
on of the condition of the peafiintry, as wcU as a fotal 
change in their wretched fyftem of huibandry. 



Sect. 4. General SubjeBs. 



The population rates here but thinly, fo extenfive 
are t6e wilds; the pealants are hardy and induftrious, 
yet much deprefled for want of encouragement ^ the 
women fpin a good deal of wool as well as flax; 
fri2es for home ufe are made here, but every thing is 
on a very narrow and contraAed fcale, and confined 
to individual account. 

Ballyconnell is a fmall town, which has a weekly 
market, and here is a. good flour-mill, Mr. Faris the 
iproprietor, and Mr« BeQifon has an excellent bleach- 
green 
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gMCQ ia tUs ndghboorhood. In the mowtain of 
Slieve-RuOell coalis fqand^ and generally dug out of 
the fide of the hill in blocks near the furface. Hov 
thefe have been feparated froai the vcia may ^mploy 
the eaquiry of the natural philpfopher> but ao atteo* 
don to ib valuable- a concern has yet aftuated the pro* 
prietorsy op whoie eftates this mineral ia found ia ihch 
abundance, and t^ eafily raiftd. This coal has former* 
ly been brought to Ballyhayes^ to Cavaoy and to the 
^es^ iron works at Arigna» in the county of Leitrim, 
' l¥hicll are contiguous. 

Of Swtfblingbar and its rckdves a Aill account haa 
already been ^ven in the fourth feAion of the firft 
chapter of this work, under the head of Mountains | 
it is to be regretted^ that the ravages of the fire, which 
happened in thp village above fifteen years ago, have 
not yet been repaired^ in which twenty*two houfes 
were defiroyed. A great deal of harmony and Ibciabi-i 
Jity prevails in this retired watering places 

The celebrated Q)a is in an ornamented inclofur^ 
which is very handfon^ely improved with pleafiuu 
walks and neat plantations. The breakfaft room is 
contiguous to the well^ and here the company general- 
ly partake of this fociable meal, at the (ame table 
drink the waters, and ride or walk till dinner, when 
.an excellent ordinary is provided. 

On the ffiouinttins adj<nning ^s an ample field for 
the ewjuiri^ ^ the ^tiiral phUofopher, and abounds 

with 
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with minerals, as I have 'already explaiueds finreral 
caves are 00 tbofe hilft doubdefs excavated b7>^tfae 
band of natore, thoagh fome of them Ibew appear* 
ances of art in their formation. 

The general quality cf the town-Iandf^^ is a ni&y and 
fpongy paftnre, with a light loam over a iHff dajf 
here the farms are fmaller, and the paftnre is favour^ 
able to dairy^ from whence fome butter, but in 00 
great qaantity, is fent to market. 

The men are principally employed In hufl>andry^ 
though fpme few manufafture fineosj the women and 
children fpin both yarn and wool. Their markets are 
4liftant and difcoura^og^ labour may average feven 
pence per day through the year, but they have every 
thing cheap, proviiions in abundance, and turf quite 
tonvenient, and only for the coft of rearing. Cloth* 
ing is moftly furnished at bomei fo that their' expend!* 
mre ts trifling, if their incomes are finalL In fs£t^ 
ihey rely on themfelves chiefly for their neceflaries^ 
and are in a great degree independent, and confined 
to their own peculiar concerns; few are without a 
cow, and the greater proportion have two or three. 

Their currency is principally in fpede, and their 
rents are always paid in caih* 

There is no eftahlilbed fiihery, though there are 
claimants for the fifli of the lakes flowing i«to Lough 
Erne, on which they have eteAed eel weirs. 

The 
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The i^ads arc few, and miferably bad; a particnW 
attcation ii rcquifitc here; much depends at good 
roads, towards forwarding the innpravements of agrV- 
culture. 

The plantaiSdns are but ft^\ Mr. Sncyd'ft, of 
Bawnboy, arc contiguous to the finall viliage of the 
fame name, rank foremoft amongft thofe, and his 
demefnc (hews a judicious management. Timber is 
dear and fcarce through this diftrift, yet the foil very 
fiivourable for plantation; from Lough Fena, ki the 
county of Leitrim, flows the river of Woodford 
through this barony, and fldrting the county on Fer-, 
managh fide it is difcharged into Lough Erne. The 
faall villages of Woodford and Ballymagowran are 
fituate on this ftream. On the whole^ the country is 
rich in minerals, and poflfeffes every material, as wcM 
as a hardy and indullrious peafantry, to bring it to. a 
better ^ate; its defefts are fuch as can be removed^ 
and die greateft difficulty, which opprcffes k, proceeds 
from the negleft of its proprietors, and the want of 
due encouragement, which is flrongly piAured in the 
moft confiderable tra<Ss of this extenfive barony. I 
have been favoured with fome very judicious informar 
tioa from the Rev. Mr. John Jebb, of SwanHngbar^ 
which came too late to be inferted in the defcription of 
the momitainous diftrift in the firft chapter : but as 
that region is entirely within this barony, I fhaU 
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beg kavc to mention them here, and have taken the ' 
liberty to (eledt from thefe very . general remarks, 
which that gentleman has fo kindly commmiicatedt 
thofe fiibjeAs, which eifiher I havo not before tovched 
on, or which may ha^ been the refttlt of obfervatioa 
fince I have been in his neighbourhood. 

He acquaints me, that the fptrit for reclaiming their 
lands is (Irikingly manifeft amongft the lower orders,^ 
and that, though prior to the laft (eafon oats was the 
general grain, yet they have now been induced to till 
wheat by their vicinity to the flour-mills at Bally- 
connell and Belturbet, where their foil was fuffld- 
ently weighty after a potaioe crop, an experiment' 
wMch was now firft attempted in^ this diftrift. I 
fhould do injuftice to Mr. Jebb's very intelligent re- 
marks and pleafing ftyle, were I tt> curtail any tlnng 
new, as fome of his arguments agree with thoie, which 
I have before touched on. I (hall willingly repeat his 
opinions, as a confirmation of thefe I have ventured to 
offer, which thus proceed ; 

« The crops produced have been remarkably fine, 
and it is hoped the fowing of wheat may gradually ei&- 
tend. Here, as probably in other pbces, the k(lr tvh^ 
years fcaroity has had a moft happy eSoR. Indoftrjr 
ajid fprefight, and a fpirit of improvement are mani* 
feftly increafing; fpots formerly fuffered tarem^nin 
a fiate of wild and barrea nature, have been profufSly 
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maaured with buioc aihesi: md hare yielded an than* 
dant fiipply of exoellent potatoes: it may reafooably be 
expeftcd^ that the people feeling the advanuge of the 
extraordinary kboor^.to irhich they vrereindtdd by 
the fe^r of^deartb, may .bejndnced to perievere from 
the hope of con^fort* The habits (^ economy too> in 
the nfe of provifionS) which have been tanght by ad-* 
Teriky^ will, not, perhaps, be relinqniflied in the hour 
of plenty) that gracious providence, which out of evil 
can elicit good, may have been pleaf<;d to make tempo-r 
rary want the fource of permanent abundance. 

^ The great impediment to improvement is want of 
aq>ital> to drain and dear our grounds i ' refident 
gentry or fubftai;tial farmers we have none*. Tq 
agricultural experhnents no encouragement Is afforded 
by abfentee proprietors, and the poverty of our pea* 
lantry difitbles them from engi^ing in any plan, which 
does not promife an immediate return. If landlords 
were to propoTe a liberal bounty to their tenantry fo^ 
draimng and dearing their ground, in a few years 
they would be amply rrimburfed. Thb work once 
effisAed, improvement would be moft rapid f for die 
OKana of tniprovement are within our reach, to be apr 
j^ed widi little tronble, and at little expenc^. Every 

ipecies 

*^ Here Mr. Jebb doubdefs forgot his friend Mr. Gri& 
fQD» who is indeed the only exccpdon to the remark. 
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ipedcs of Biaottre» appropriais to vi tolaod oomttj^ 
*exift» here ia great plenty : there are efpeciaUy vaft 
qnantkies of fimeftooe gravel, and rotten lineftooe 
flate, and marie is perhaps more frequently to be met 
vMk bettf than in moft parts of the connty^ 

<^ With wuit of induftry the people caanot jnftly be 
charged, their exefdons are ipontaneons, and almoft 
inffittEii/v«| without experiencing that affiftaoce and en- 
ixmrageni^Eit from their fuperiors^ which the peafantry 
enjoy in more favoured fituations, they are conftantly 
employed, the men ia agriculture, the women and 
cbildri&n in ginning; fome there are who weave, and 
fttt the ffoduftions of thdr looms at Enni&illen and 
othrer neighbouring markets, but in this branch not 
Attdh progress has been made for want of proper 
enooiiragoment. 

« «< In the iknadon of our poor, the moft unfavoorable 
drcttmftances^ which prefent themielves, are the wretch^ 
cdneis of their hovels, and want of deanlmefs in their 
mode of livlngi in thefe rdpeAs, however, they are by 
Ao means funk fo low as the fouthern parts of Ireland, 
and within theie fiew years an attention to oomforti, 
' and a Ipirit of neatneis have been- vilibly gaining 
groimd. An anxiety for education and for reQgioua 
InftruAion happly prevails. Few even of the pooreft 
are without a wi(h to fend thdr children to fchoo), 
and during more than two years, that I have had the 
care of this parilh, the demand for praj^er books, 

teftaments, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J4« , STATlStlCAL SURVEY 

•ttltaMnts, and bibles, fold at the prices of die alTocui- 
tion for promoting die knowledge and praftice of the 
Chi^Riah r^gioily hai been very conliderable. At 
' cburdi' there is always a , moft ft'egular, decedt, and a^ 
lentive congregation of^the lower orders, and amongft 
the Roman Catholics put-chaiers have been found for 
the dew tfcftament^ proper fchool honfes and qualified 
teachers are great defiderata. This defideocy ^vill, it 
is hoped, be in ibme meafure obviated by die ereftion 
of a building in the neighbonrhood of the town, 
which (hall at once ftrve as a refidence for the mafter, 
and a fchool-houfe for the 'children* By a charity 
iermon and by private fubfcriptions, fixty pounds 
have been already railed for this purpofe, and it is 
expefted^ that in a very ihort time that fnm will be 
lafficiendy increafed td authorize the commencemio&t 
of the undertaking. This circumftance is memiodedit 
both as it Is materially connefted with the ftate of edu- 
cation in thb parifli, and becanfe it fliews what may be 
efiefted in bther places, by an inconfiderable degree of 
exerdon; at firft view few fituadons in Ireland could 
afford lefs profpeft of focc^is to a plan of this nature, 
than the town and neigbourhood of Swanlingbar.*' 
Mr. Jebb, after defcribmg that chmn of mountains 
Jhetdnng totuardi Lough Allen and Boyk^ nvhicb I have oA 
ready fpolten cf^ and nvhich bejbews is not only unproduQive 
rfp^tive good in the prefent Jlatey but has been tbefource of 
much real m/, veryjlrongly proves the neceffUy and poUcy 
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rfiuiUingJhm hot^eiy and inUrfi&ing the mmmiain mtb 
wtiiffor the rfofons I haw i^n cfftrid in the fourth 
fiSion rf tie Jirfl chapter t ami be explains that^ as tb& 
mAfptknrf this plan wmld conduce to the peace of the eoun* 
Uy, it vtoutdhe more entenfiwly advantageous j for ffafs he^ 
** Amidft thofe OKmnuM tlberc are amMroHs and 
cKteafiTe iraUe8> which only require the band of Ctti« 
tiMdoQ to brbg them into fertility and beavty: even 
the bleakeft parts abound with hidden ibnrces of 
wealth* which time and labour would inevitably <lif- 
cover, and apply to the promotion of the public good* 
The nitrons, folphnreons, and chalybeate fpringSs 
which every where arreft the attention of the ob- 
ferver, abundantly evince, that thofe mounjtains are full 
of valuable mineral productions, and the exiftenoe of 
confiderable iron works here, early in the laft century, 
proves what may be efiefted, if ever the culdvation of 
our .internal reiburces, and the extenlion of inland mr 
v^tiion fupply us with proper fuel for the fufion of 
iron ore. Of this now neglected diftriiEl the import** 
ance will be indefinitely increafed, when the long pro* 
je£ted junAion of Lough Erne wit'h the fea, by a cut 
from Belleek to Ballyibannon, takes place, and when 
the propofed opening from Lough Erne to the Shan- 
non is efiefted by inland navigation, and the Ldtrim 
lakes} then we (hall have a communication with the 
Atlantic, both in the north and fouthweft, and then 
we ihall enjoy a fafe and eafy intercourfe with the 

principal 
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priiid|»al parts of Irdand. Would it not be the pah 
of« Wife and enlightciied poKcy, to prepare for the 
foil partidpadoa of thofe great advantages^ by opening 
oor motmtaifiSy by giving every enconragemeiit to agii* 
colture, and thus at once gaining wcakh and popnlatt* 
m fuffident to reap the benefits of foreign and do^ 
neftic commerce ?--*Sorely, when we confider the im- 
portant change it may efFeft in the condition of dus 
country, we cannot but feel anxioiis, that the propria 
etors of eAates fhonld, in this pardcolar, fiiffidentiy 
confider thdr own interefts and the intereAs of the 
eommniiityt If they bnt make roads and build cotters 
Jiottfesy they ^11 pave the way for a ftate of indnftry, 
d^zation, and happinefs, in a diftrift at preicQt un^ 
fSlkd^ and nninhaldted, the occafional relbrt of phm* 
derers and rebels: they will confiderably increalb 
thdr own incomes^ and they will add new lands to 
our cnltivationy new fnbjeAs to our ftate* 

<< Should theft expedadons be deemed fangtune, 
ihonld it be faid^ that the propoled navigations may 
never be etk&ed, and that, though they were ttkdtod, 
this country is too poor to avjul itfdf of their affifU 
ance, yet ftill it muft be granted, that factliudng com* 
flnmication by judicious roads, that dviliztng the peo» 
pie by comfortable habitations, that produdng even a 
moderate d^ee of vegetation in places now utterly 
UDproduftive, are objcAs worthy the attention of our 
great proprietors* 

<« A very 
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» A very few "words more on this fubjeft; of late 
year8,e0iigratioQS to America have been frequent, in this 
country; the motives generally affigned are want of 
ground, and want of encouragement to cuMvate at 
home. The opening of our mountains, and holding 
out fuitable inducements to our peafantry to improve 
thetUf would furely dtnunifli the cmigrallag mania. 
At all events, the experiment is worth trial, every 
probability is in favour of its producing the deiired 
efieft; but (hould it even partially fail^ it muft unquef- 
tionably be attended vrith moft beneficial conle- 
quencesy and thofe, who put it in praAice, cannot 
be deprived of the deli^itful and animating refleAion^ 
that they have endeavoured to advance the population 
' and prg^ed^y 4if tbiir comttjJ^ 



CHAF. 
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CHAP. X. 



B1R0NIB3 OF CA8TLEB.AGHAM9 CtOM1fOGHA1«| AMD 
CLOMCHBS. . 

SECTION I. 

jigricubure. 

rr would only tend to fwell the bolk of this book, 
and afford but a tirefome tautology, to giye a diftinft 
and ieparate account of thefe baronies, which have (b 
ftrong a finufitude in every refpeQ, that in defcription 
they ihould not be divided, and, with a few excepti- 
ons, have to very little to recommend them in thdr 
prefent ftate. 

The general feature of this extent of country is 
elevated ground, very irregular in the furface, and the 
*hills containing fiom twenty to above one hundred 
acres, with a very fmall fpace of valley intervening, 
and thofe indoled to a good pafture; the hills are 
tilly, and the foil very favourable to corn, of a ftrong 
brown colour; and as it approaches to red, is of a bet- 
ter quality, more dry and friable j the manure of lime 
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{$ paitlcularly efScadons, bat this is placed at a grea( 
diftaoce, and is procured but at a coniiderable expeofe. 
All theie lands have the rotation of potatoes, flax and 
oats; of the latter, two, three, or four fucceffive crops. 
This is very bad management, and, of conrle, foon ex* 
haufts the foil, and obliges the letting it out to reft, 
daring which period nothing is yielded but weeds and 
thraih, and a heavy dead rent accrued, which will 
ever keep the tenant in poverty. To point out the 
modes of redrcffing this grievance requires little inge- 
nuity; an intervening green, crop between com crops 
is effected without any additional expenfe. Every 
man who holds a farm muft have potatoes, and let 
him chooie that ipot for this crop, which has laft year 
had corn, which can be reftored this year to vigour 
with the dung for his potatoes, and he need never let 
it out to reft. Thus, it is in a greater degree the mif- 
management of our crops, the feledtion of ground for 
them, and an undue courle of rotation that is the evil, 
rather than the want of capital,^ which is compldned 
of. Induftry acquires capital, and ynifmanaj|kment| 
tliough with ever fo much induftry, exhaufts it. 

It is true thefe lands are capable, by ju(Ucious. ma^ 
nvitts and good farnung, of yielding crops, which have 
never been attempted here; but in feeking the modes 
of attaining the requisites for inch improvement, we 
fliould alfo take into confideradon^ what are the obfta- 
cles in our way, and we muft alfo judge how far po- 

L 2 lidc 
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Ikic it mty be» <b j iotrodociiig agikiikure Md the ie* 
veral impro?ed bisaches of haflMiDdry into thb 4xmx^ 
Cry) to tdQ|>t tfaofe modest which nught tend to divert 
the ftttendon firDii the linen msamh&nvey in which it 
is fo well eftabMied, to perhaps a negle^ of that 
great national purfiuty and the fears of many iealible 
and Heady men, in this particnlarj certainly delerre a 
fair and deliberate iaveftigadon. 

The linen manufafhure is at prefcnt more or kfi 
eogaiged in by every pealaat in this diftrid, and they 
arc ail as eameftly devoted to the bnfinefs of the farm, 
though I cannot fay their purfhits are in either caies 
crowned with fncoeia^, for there is litde to boaft of) 
from their managemcat or rural economy. Perhaps 
here lies the evil, that the attention of the manufafta- 
rer is not confined to Us trade; the foil is donbtlefs 
very favourable to flax hntbandry, which is as certaioh 
ly iiyuriottfly pttrihed, and requires a care and know4 
ledge in the ieveral Aages, which we are endre Anmg-; 
ers ta This is a buiinefi to bccffefted' in the fields 
and which the mann£a£lurer ought to have nothing to 
do with; give him a garden for liis recreation, and cu« 
Unary fupply, let good markets be encouraged for the 
fale of flax and provifions, then hnfbandry and trade 
will flouriih in th&r proper fpheres. 

The evil of tfapfe very .different purfnhs being inter-* 
woven, was highly exemplified in latter years, when 
the high price of corn induced every poor man to till 

his 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 149 

hit laadf, and the tenpiftdoft was too great to be rt- 
lifted; thdr manufaffaire was of conrfi: iiegkfted» 
aad fnffered Tery feverely^ and thetr laads, wUdi hare 
been exhaufted by repeadog croppiog, are now rc- 
dnced to a flovenly eafliier &llow. 

In how maay ioftaoces can we trace the charafter- 
iflk of the peafantry of Irdand, and truly pronoimoe 
it fond of fpecnlation aad enterprise? Too ready to 
grafp at every nonrelty and change, it aegkfts that bn- 
linefs, who(e difficulties it has juft furmowted, and a 
fteady adherence to which might have infored wealth 
and ukdependenoe. ' 

As the peafaiitry of Ireknd hare not capital for both 
rempioyments, they' fhouM be confined to one of them, 
and the kndlord, who would reftft the offer of high 
•rents, which the oiannfaAarer fiionld make for his 
lands, would doubtlefs fenre the nadon at large, and 
would ttkimatitf find he afied beft for his own par- 
' ^ttlar intereft. 

To coafine the buAnefi of agriculture to the farmer 
<mly, would, I apprehend, ftrike at the root of the evil, 
and his judgment would lead him to cultiyate fiax 
crops, which the Ibii is ib favourable to, and in fuch a 
country of manufafture would be always in high de» 
mand; but to expel the fears of thofe, who fay that 
this crop, would not be fuffidently cultivated, if out of 
ihe hands of the weaver^ let the farmer be bound in 
Us Icaie' to occupy b much of the farm with flax, as 

the 
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the lands are at prelent fo occupied: let farming fode^ 
ties give dae encouragement to this husbandry, and it 
would (bon be very fuperior to its prefent llovenly cul- 
tivation, and great dq>reffion. 

But to confider, what are the teoft adnfeable means 
of reftoring a hjgh and profitable mode of farming to 
this country, I allow it muft be gradual, as, though 
lime will eiFeft fuch a confiderable change, yet the dis- 
tance and bad carriage is fuch a draw-back on its l)e» 
nefits, as muilr preclude a general amelioration, until 
a navigation or ibme fortuitous drcumftance will con- 
quer the exifting difEculty, as at prefedt this manure 
u brought over the worft and fteepeft roads, for ten 
or twelve miles dlfhmt, in very finall loads, flung in 
baflcets acrois a horie's back, and thefe loads propor- 
tioned to the ftrenglh of thdr catde, which k very in- 
amfiderable. 

In fo irregular a furface, it may appear a mohftrous 
abfurdity to adviie a navigation; yet in the windings of 
thefe valleys a ready line of canal could be chofen, to 
which a confiderable number of (upplies of water 
could be eafily diverted. This I conceive of fuch im- 
portance to agriculture, that, whenever it can be effefiE- 
ed, it ought to meet due encouragement ^ for it not 
only conveys at a cheap rate the beft manures to feUs, 
which do not naturally pofleis them, but it eftabliihes 
the beft markets, and brings thdr advantages home to 
the farmer's door, and a very confiderable matter, that 

it 
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it fend^ fo fliany men and horfes to the buiineis of 
agriculture, wholiave before been entirely engaged in 
the carriage <^ gooda* 

Thus the money, which is now lent from hence 
for provlfions, would be kept at home, the country 
would amply yield a fuffidency^of every crop, and 
trade would have a better and furer fupport. 

In fo many thoufand acres now occupied by very, 
poor weavers we rarely iee belter than black oats, of 
an impoveriihed grain, which are capable of yielding^ 
the fineft wheat, or could certainly be converted to the 
beft iheep-walk. 

The vallies are very grafly, and have generally a 
light loam for a (pade's depth, and a deep clay be- 
neath; from the want of furface-draining they are 
now very ruihy, and full of aqueous herbage, and 
fome of them are feveral months of the year under 
water. 

Thefe lands produce a coarle meadow, and are very 

kind for dairy huibandry; when they are drained, they 

I 
are very much improved by manuring the furface with 

afhes from the bog. 

Their culture is with the three-horie plough, and 
alfo very confiderably with the fpade, as they trench 
their crops, which, I have faid, are a rotation of pota- 
toes, flax, and oatsj except what produces milk for 
^ their own confumptipn, they arc very little othen^^iie 
eneagedi in dairy huibandry. 

CLAT 
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Tub (fefcriptidn of fcH, vhich prerails In this coun« 
try, is naturally (tiff^ add wilt foon return to its bind«^ 
ifig and adhefive quality, after the beft tillage, without 
i due recourfe being bad ^o the manures, which artf 
ficceflary to bring it into a fertile and yielding ftate. 

The belt manure, which is attainable here for clay* 
foils, is m^rlC) ^his is more beneficial towards the bot- 
t6m of the hills here, the higher grounds are more im- 
proved with lime. This wants fbme inveftigatlon, as 
lime tends to cake on clay, whereas marie makes it 
friabk and tilly; but the manure beft calculated for 
thefe foils is limeftone gravel, as highly pofTefTing the 
calcareous virtue, of which clay is deprived, and 
affording that matter, which is peculiarly and me- 
chanically adapted to open the foil, as the pebbles it 
cbntains, by being well incorporated into the foil, fepa* 
rate the clay, and prevent it from binding again ^ this 
ktter virtue it always pofTeflTes, when its calcareous 
powers or marly quality may be exhaufted, and it 
muft be coniidered, that from the doie formation of 
the pdbble, this virtue will be more durable than it is 
cither in Time or marlcj confequently it is the fittcft 
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itettOfc for their fixls. As Mr. Eirmm m fab t^ 
laabte Eflay od Manures lays down af a fgtoesJi 
aaaxioi, that « Mmmra are afplud to fiipfij ekber the 
4life3i^ ufgrndkntT ofufiil^ vr tmprwtitM iexiure^ or cor^ 
fiB its viaSf* ib. here this is partknlarly Terified^ 
the te3Ltur« being imprared, and the natural chill of 

r 

the foil correftcd by Hoieftone gravel; bm as the coun- 
try does not fnpply this manure, it cannot be nfed 
Itere^ until a olaTl^ation will convey it; in the mean 
tfanc, whatever tends to open the foil ought to be ap- 
plied; graveli lime, rubbilh, or pebbles of any kind» 
will greatly effeA it. It (honld be obferved, that the 
dayey marie is the leaft benefidal kind for this foil; 
that which poflefles moft pebbles is the heft. Marie 
is eaiily attained and raifed^ and where fuch abundance 
is hadj the propereft kind ought to be feleAed; if 
mixed with dung it becomes very, pqwerful, and the 
proportion of the latter, which is happily, the leaft at- 
tainable, requires to be many times lefs than the quan« 
tity of marie neceflary in «his compoft, which will be 
' found a very durable manure. 

Paring and burning is a manure very unfit for thele 
&ils, which poHefs fo few vegetables. I have ieen a 
(oil here totally reduced by repeated croppings, after 
tjiis mode of treatment, ib as not to yield grafs; when 
the caibonaceons matter is exhanfted, it will require A 
long time before fertility is reftored. Though under the 
idea.of burning, we fuppofc the foil is evaporated or 
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yet this is denied by the beft experimental philofiv 
pbers^ who aocoaat tkti8> that a flow fire will hardea 
«lld not wafte it, that it affords, ioflead of confanuog, 
fiew vegeutive matter, but its principal eSc& is the 
ehange of the roots of plants into a^hud coal ; with 
heathy foils this mode particularly agrees. As tbb 
carbonic principle or coaly matter b loft to the foil, fb 
, it becomes exhanfted; for. this matter is very highly 
contained in the dung of animals, and alio in all fer« 
menting manures, which at firft fight may appear won- 
derful, but is certainly afcertained from thdr analyzft- 
don} and thus it is, that grafs-lands are more in heart 
than arable, bccanfe they not only rjeceive this prindple 
from the dung of the flock, which graze thereon, and 
which they retain, not yielding crops to exhaufl it; 
and as the herbage itfelf contains this principle leafl, 
fo it yields in a lefTer degree, and leaves it on the fbil^ 
which accounts for its fertility, and thus it b, fays Mr. 
Kirwan, that << Vegetables thrrm hefl in the vicmiiy cf 
, towns f hecaufe the earbonic princ^le is copimtjlj difperfed hf 
fbefmoftk of the various combufiiUis confttmed in inhabited 
facts.** 

' This fubflance arifes from putrefaction, and is con* 
lequently found m great vigour in a dunghill, and ex- 
periments ' have been tried, which proved that earths 
the moft calcareous, and manures the moft revigorat- 
iog, when deprived of thb prindple by an analyfis, 
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^ere totaUy barren, and on its bring again raftorcd to 
them recovered their ferdlity in a high degree* 

To apply the ieveral manures to their proper fbils, 
is a ftndy will be vorth oar enqniry, and highly 
pleafing In the pnrfiiit; it enables us to difleminate the 
moft ofefal knowledge, and it particularly tends to the 
faappinefs and comforts of mankind. 



Sect. 2. Paftun. 

In a country fi> engaged in tillage, and divided into 
fuch numerous fmall farms, little can be faid of its pas- 
ture, as but a trifling proportion of it is fo occupied ; 
where the blefSngs of a cow are rarely enjoyed by the 
peafant, and a horfe is equal to the work of feveral of 
thofe farms, there is no room for pafturc, which is fo 
poor as eafily to account for the impoverished breed of 
cattle, that graze thereon. A patch of clover is the 
only grafs attempted to be cultivated^ and though its 
excellencies are evident, from the repeated crops it 
yields in one feafon, yet it is by no means fufltdently 
engaged in. The demand for it is certainly increaCng, 
from the greater quantity being now fold tn the 
neighbouring market towns, than was formerly the' 
cafe. 

Fdr want of draining the paftures are overgrown 
with a fpiry grafs, which in outer appearance has no 
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wifMoa from ruftas; and as tbdr graft lands are ooid 
and low^ lb they muft yield but a very poor kind of 
loUki which does not produce much bucto*; as they 
are- not at all engaged m feeding catde for market, fb 
there is no produce of vool> hides, or tallow. 

TILLAGE. 

As oar cropping exbaufts the ^rtues of the foil, fo 
it is in a great degree reftored by tillage, that b, 
ploughing the ground when the proper manurea are 
not to be obtained^ and in ihallow foils particular ma* 
nnres are as neceflary after a courfe of crops to enrich 
them, as they are in a clayey foil to open and pnlTC- 
rize them. 

Thus it is, that additional ploughing will in e£feft 
mellow and enrich the ground, and fupply the place 
of manures, by the conftant tdrning the foil to the in- 
fluence of the fun aod air^ the falts of the atmo£- 
phere are greedily fucked in, in the broken flate of the 
earth, which it has not the power to imbibe in its dofe 
ftate, when in vegetation particularly fo, when the 
plant is not tap-rooted. It is now ftrongly aflerted, 
and gains confiderable credit from experience, that 
' thefe ploughings ought to take place in fpring and 
' winter only, and a vegetable crop Ihould be the fucce- 
dancum for a fummer*s fallow. The choice of this 
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crop i$ to be cwfidered, tnd will Tarioafly apply as 
to ihe oeceiScy for eacb particular kiod. 



Sbct. 3« Farms. 



Inconfiderable a9 is the fize of farms, yet they are 
miferably managed, and the houfes (hew as little com* 
fort or neatnefs as their huibandry is wretched. 
Where (b fmall a portion is under the care of one 
farmer, as from two to five acres, which are here the 
general run of plots, we muft conclude that there is 
fome hidden caufe, that prevents its very rapid im- 
provement, which it fhould attain almoft to perfeAion^ 
bat the difRculty is eafily folved, when we find the 
farmer is alfo a weaver, and though induftrious, yet 
unable to follow both purfuits, for want of capital; 
nor is the nature of their tenures lefs diicouraging, 
where many hold during pleafure only, and are liable 
to have their rents raifed, Ihould they venture to im- 
prove. This proceeds from negleA principally, and 
in a great meafure from the fear of making the tenant^ 
ry independent by granting Icafes; for fo high does 
the fpirit of electioneering prevail in this county, that 
it is no uncommoa thing to fee the landlord's intereft 
at an eledlion oppofed by his own tenantry, which caufes 
continual ill will, and is a great bar to improvemnet. 

Fences 
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Fclkces are iftdifferebtty keptj fcarce aoy qoicks are 
planted, and a fli^t mouad only thrown Hp duriig 
the growing of the corn: nor are they more attendve as 
to draining) which only a few gentlemen farmers have 
engaged in* Their manures are dnng, bog^ftoff, and 
alhes, 

IRRIGATION. 

This IS a branch of huibandry ftrangely neglected 
kk moft parts of Ireland, though of unqueftionable im* 
portadce, and the manure it affords to grafs-lands 
Cannot be excelled by the richcft covering of ftable 
dung: this, it is laid, depends very confiderably on 
the quality of the water. It is alledgcd, that water 
at the foiirce is pureft, and that it lofes its virtues as z 
manure in proportion to the diftance from the fpurce. 
It is true, that a deep river at the fountain head is 
little variable in temperature at all times; but when the 
Ipace between the banks is of greater extent than the 
depth of the ftream, then it is aAed upon by the fea- 
Ibns. I confefs my own inability of determining the 
pdnt, whether by the remotenefe from the fource the 
land could be parched in fummer by a (hallow ilream, 
or periftied in winter j or whether in its paflage it 
might imbibe noxious qualities, or be impregnated 
with minerals, ^which might be prejudicial to fome 

foils. 
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jbils. However, we can be at do lofs to condudci 
that the ftore fidine particles which the water conveys^ 
the greater are its virtues as a manure. It may be tn 
Ibme meafure accounted iot as beneficial to veg^doo^ 
as all plants contain a certain degree of water) the ve- 
geuble fubftance of herbs is more particularly com^ 
pofed of it, and this water is condenledi and madtf 
ibUd in ibme degree, as it lofes its warmth^ and is not 
in a liquid flate; by overflowing with water> tbts 
principle is again revived. 

In mofs lands it has been aflerted, that water is 
hurtful to the pafture, as it peri(hes the roots, and 
that the water of a river, which abounds with ruflies 
and aquatic plants, is unfit for the purpoies of vegeta^ 
tion, and it is accounted for, as the water conveys the 
leeds of the modes and coarfe herbage as it flows, 
which foon grow to that vigour as to fmother the na- 
tural grafs of the foil: as a remedy for this, the furface 
has been burnt and limed; yet it is notorious, that 
limed groand will quickly run to mofs when let out, 
but by a timely attention it may be nipped in its early 
growth and totally deftroyed. Coal-aihes will, wheq^ 
ftrewed over young mofs, very quickly coniume it \ 
old land, which is hide-bound and long in grafs, is ape 
to yield mofs, but by fcarifying the furface and fprink- 
Eng lime it has been fuccefsfuUy banifl^d ; by throw* 
ing frefli pure earth into the reiervoir, from whence 
the water is commanded, or in the trench, which con- 
veys 
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rejB kto the meadoWy tbe ir^getativ^ properdes nr^ 
btghly prooxnied; on deep foiU qtiick KmC th)'d%ii 
into the ftreamniriU have a very rapid efBi&, an(f is a 
Fery cheap and certain mode of manufit>g^. 



Sect. 4* Getteral SuhjeBs. 



The population is great in thefe batoales, but jthe 
Tillages and towns are very inconiider^bt/e in iizA,o| 
weakh. 

The vUlage of Shercock is fituate in the baropy of 
Clonchee^ lies high, and is but of mean appearance ; it; 
has a wepkly market, in which no commodity is fold 
bm yarn. This village is on the cftate of . — ■ . . . 
Ruxton, Efq. of Ardee, in the county of Louth. Th^ 
Rev. Alan Noble Adams i$ the only gentleman refidi 
^g in this neighbourhood. 

A new church has been this fome time pad ere^ed 
here, iqi which a very adequate Cum. was granted, but 
it is yet unfiKiifhed; how often do we find the like in* 
ftances of mifapplication of money in church property, 
not to give it a harfher epithet ? 

.... ..The 

♦ For the extraordinary tfft^^ of irrigation, a^^ 'times of 
^plying tbis maaure, fee Queen's Coufitf R^|^orts*^»g9 
77» 1^' 
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The foil around this village is tight, and the grounds 
much ekvated} the hay^afs is particularly fwcct, 
thosgh it grows on a very light foil. The farms are 
finally and oii about 300 acres of glebe land the cabins 
give a di/guftlng appearance of {qualid poverty. The 
year's fubliftence is not attainable from the lands, and 
they buy much^ corn in the neighbouring county of 
Loutb. 

The leafes in the Vicinity are generally for three 
lives, and fomewhat better for building ground in the 
town; the rents are principally made from the lo<nn, 
and the women contribute much by (pinning. 

The lake at Sihercock is a very fine flieet of water^ 
being many miles in circumference. This lake is faid 
to be one of the principal (bnrces of Lough Erne, 
TO >^hrch h ffows, branching off by Coote-hill and the 
demelhe of Annalee, unifing with the great waters from 
Iftellamont foreft andDawfon Grove lakes, at Tullavin, 
and thence winds on through an extent of country 
into Lough Eriie. This lake is named Lough Seelln, 
and but a few years ago was beautifully furrounded 
with full grown timber; the hills, which rife fo pic- 
turefque, awe this expanfe of water, and were thickly 
planted, but now not a tree remdns. 

The fituation for fuch ornamental improvements was 
ffloft happy, but the milerable appearance of the coun- 
try around, and the forry village on its banks, has left 
nothing but this fine (heet of water to recommend it. 
M On 
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On the towQ-hnd of Glafleck, about two Hides 
ibuth of Shercock» contignous to the Bailyborough 
road, on the eftate of John Singleton, Efq. is a great 
vein of ftrong ftone coal, of a very fnlphareous quali- 
ty, courfing the bed of a narrow glen, through which 
runs a (mall ftream, that after heavy floods rifes con- 
fiderably, and flows with great rapidity. When. this 
vein is denuded of the foil by the waters of the ftream, 
it refembles a rock of limeftone, and is of a bluei(h co- 
lour, but when chipped is of a deep and fparjding 
black: along the high ridge of land running fouth, 
it appears withia fix inches of the furface; after the 
ftream has fallen, an iron ore and a ftrong mineral 
ipews from the joints of the mine. 

There cannot be any coal mine more eafilj worked; 
at prefent one man with a crow-iron and fpade could 
raife above a ton weight daily. 

By the ready affiftance J received from Mr. Alan 
Adams, we ralfed /bme of this coal; that part near the 
furface burned deadly and was flaty, but what was ' 
raifed from about the depth of twelve or. eighteen 
inches was much more lively, and emitted a ftrong 
blue flame, which waved a long time over the top of 
the fire; the flack feemed excellent for a lime-kiln. 

I apprehend the quality of this coal is of the . fame 
nature of the Caftlecomber collieries, in the county of 
Kilkenny, and where fo near the furface it was fo very 
promifing, it may be concluded it is excellent at a due 

depth. 
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depth. The very littk expenfe and labour neceflary 
to work U is a matter of great encouragemeat to give 
it a fair trials and the great demand for fuel in Louthy 
which Juft adjoins, and its aptitude for bleachers 
nfes ought to Simulate ibme aAive adventurers to em- 
bark in a bttiinefs^ which doubtleis t^ould well repay 
them. 

Bailyborough is a very mean village in the fame ba- 
rony, but has an excellent market; the church is on 
an eminence and conunands the town, which is on the 
eftate of Thomas Charles Stewart Corry, Efq. of 
Rockcorry, in the county of Monaghan. This gentle- 
man inherits this eftate from the late Charles Stewart^ 
Efq. who long reprefented this county in parliament^ 
and whole improvements and family manfion are con- 
tiguous to this village, as is the bleach-green of Mr. 
Speers: there is another alfo in the barony, Mr. George 
the proprietor. The crops around this vicinity coniift 
of potatoes, flax, and oats, and are very poor. Here, 
as in Shercock neighbourhood, fome fmall farmers 
have two cows, and they make fome butter for mar- 
ket, which is brought up for Newry export, as alfo are 
their pigs, which mdke a coniiderable article of trade. 

I know of no town more negleAed, or which has 
better capabilities than Bailyborough; its diftance from 
other markets, and many internal advantages, could 
readily raife it to a fiate of proiperity and confequence, 
were there any encouragement g^ven, and though it 
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bu been a priadpol ftage oa the aortherfl road, k U 
now vAthout aa inn. When Mr. Corry, wko m but yet 
a minor J (hall daly confider the matter, he will doubt* 
left complete the improTementt, which Us ,vorthy 
predecefTor had in view, and which maft greatly tend 
to his own iatereft as well as the general and public 
benefit. 

A famous kke, or rather pool, which is oa the 
road between Bailyboroa^ aad Khig*s Court on the 
fttmnttt of a mouatain, is celebrated far its aotifeo^* 
butic virtues imparted by the patients' bathing in it, 
and rubbing the .mud to the affefted furts, ^which 
iTarely fail of being elTeAually cur^ ; this fufy power* 
ful remedy is teAified by all the country around, it is 
fignificantly called Lough-on-leighagbs, or the heat» 
iag lake. 

Its diftance from Bailyborough is two and ao half 
miles, and three from King's Court*, this lake well de* 
ferves a mkrate inveiKgation, as much from the fiagu- 
larity of its fituation, and the virtues of itu waters, aa 
well as from die particular ctrcumAances att^bg k, 
of never fifing or lowering; neither is there any evident 
fupply to keep up fo deep a body of wafer, nor does 
ady di(charge sippenT wbatfoever taifliie from it| be- 
fides, it is remarkable that the fun or atmo^kere has 
no efibA other in imparting its genial ioflseDoe^ or in 
reducing its waters by attraflion, nor has it ever hoaat 
frozen or its temperature altered in tbe fevereft winter. 

The 
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The lake does not cover more thaa half a fquare rood 
in are% and is ficoated oa the fummit of a mooataiOf 
whkh h^ a raoge of lofty hills to the eaft and weft* 
The groimds to the weft ward are ooofiderably higher* 
For about Gx fcet from the furface the water is pure 
aod €lear> bit withio one foot deeper it is mudd/y and 
this mod contmtfes for an unfathomable depth » it gra«- 
dually approaches to a heavy thick mud at about thirty 
feet depth. I am afliired by very refpeAable gentie- 
meu^ who live ia this neighbourhood, that an immenfe 
coil of line, to which a heavy weight was affixed, had 
Dot found the bottomi but I cannot ftate the length of 
the chord* The mud, which is doubtlefs the efficadf 
ous part, at the depth of thirty feet, is procured by a 
pole of that length, round which a thick rope of hay 
is twiftedt being turned round in the pooU to which it 
adbereSf and comes up in a greafy ftiining fubftance 
re&mbling tar. As a corroborating proof that the 
virtue is prindpally in the muds this is frequently fent 
many miles diftance to patients afflifted with fcrophu* 
lous complaints, and many infiances have b^n known 
of a certain cure having been efreAed.-^The water has 
fome little tinfturc of chalybeate in tafte, but I iaw it 
in the month of January after great rains.— It is re- 
markable that a nuliury gentleman^ who had been 
dreadfully affli^ed with a leprofy^ and had inejSe£taal<- 
ly tried the moft celebrated waters in England, andoo 
the Coptineat, was iu one feafoo eScftually cured with 

this 
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this mud : this vidoity was ever after dear to hiin, and 
there he redded in perfeft health for many years, and 
lived to a very'old age. This lake is much frequented 
in fbmmer, from June to Auguft, for bathing, though 
the mud is faid to be efficacions at ,all ieafbns, with 
which the af!eAed parts are poulticed. The company 
refide at King's Court or Bulyborough, and walk or 
ride here every day, as there are now but the ruins of 
lodging houfes, and the veftige of the ladies bath at 
the lake, which long ^go were well attended to. After 
bathing, they drink of the well, which is about two 
hundred yards below the mountain, on whofe fummit 
th6 lake is, and fome fuppofe its waters are difcharged 
hire by a fubterraneous pa/Tage, and by fuch another 
they are fupplied, which I take to be very erroneous, 
as this water is a hard clear fpring, not having any re- 
fcmblanceia the tafte or colour to the waters of the 
lake, nor is the ftream from the well but a mere drib* 
. ble, and where the fupply can come from is ftill more 
puzzling. 

The village of MufF is alfo in this neighbourhood, 
but of very little moment in appearance; here is a good 
annual horfe fair, and alfb the ruins of a caftle; It is 
contiguous to the thriving town of Bang's Court. The 
mountains, which' are in the vidnity, form a great ridge, 
and cultivation is rapidly creeping up their fides> and 
luch excellent crops of oats are yielded as weU repay 
the toil of the improver: the average rate of land 
from feven to ten Ihilluigs per acre ; when it is a little 
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ckared of the heath and fiirze. It vrill readily briag 
from twelve to fifteen fliUlings per acre on a thirty-one 
years leafe. The bogs are plenty, tod their afhes 
yield a very ftrong manure. Marie is alio in abun* 
dance, and they are not very diftant from limeftone, 
whidi is fo remarkably powerful on theie mountains. 
Of (helter this tountry is remarkably deftitute, and 
either fide of the mountain is inhofpitably bleak* Ap- 
proaching nearer to the county of Meath, and juft 
within its borders, the profpe£t brightens, and there 
are feveral deep ^ens and vallies, within which flow 
rapid ftreams and afibrd many pftnrefque and intereft^ 
tag Icenes. 

The town of King's Court, which nearly bounds the 
county of Cavan, and is within this diftrift, was found* 
ed not long fince by the late Mervyn Pratt, Efq. and 
is now very fpiritedly followed up by the prefent pro* 
prietor, his brother, the Reverend Jofeph Pratt. This 
town is very confiderably improved, and every day 
adds Ibmething to its coniequence : it has feveral exr 
cellent ftone and dated houfes; here is every conveni- 
ence for buildmg, as they have the fineft flone poffible 
for tUs purpofe, and iand and lime very near at hand, 
the latter but thirteen pence per barrel unflacked. — 
The late Mr. Pratt leafed the town plots and one rood 
of garden adjoimng, for one guinea per annum, in 
perpetuity, and fet four acres of town plot for one 
guinea per acre, on a leafe of thirty-one years. This 
encouragement foeffeftually fucceeded, that the pre- 

. fent 
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(mn its Ttry pfMilfifig iw(k^* 

b«Ut for % W4g«» W AlH^M U^ a v|)l^, 994 ffiHHi^j^ 
mM )>igb grpm^H .wkich firt v^ toQ ««•? , Mid #9* 
tirely (hut out every appearance of profpe A, f^f Wftg ^ 
p^eA aa)p^tbe4rrf.^f-Tl)roiigb an exteq/iy^ wood 
rolh H rapid ftroaJ^ ia 4 dopp a|i4 Qa|-f aw glcp 1 the 
r^ks, ^icIPi WP^ 4^9 W9tera fbrnuo^ oatmal ca^; 
qi4c« F<?>4ucc % liT^ly .^nd p'^qrtique fcwe. Tb^ 
n^vr appri^HKb wads ibf Qii^h ^ fpT^ L|wp| :|f^d is 
useli f^f i^ed vitb ypvi^g timbf f • Tlit al4 caftle gf 
C^ra in foin^ und tb« s^^bI Pnoiih fpfis, vhi^ 
are wi^ plaM94> are iotereftingobjeAs ia tbis plo^fiikg 
l^fidfi^afie i ffpni 9» of ih^fe, wb|ch bouad tb^ 4^ 
ix)^aet lbe ^mw U. Iiaft f itf iiQve and pleafiqg> eem-i 
priAag noted obif^ks^ 19 Ar^^, Im^^ NEfa^, M9* 
nigH^n ^i C^iY^n 6WQti<j|, f iHWm^g a^Q ibe 
fpire of CarncfD^^K^fts and the ente&five Ui^t oi 
Bjmih<K> THe aeikrer vievi are ttoft highly cnCvwoti 
\¥iitl. tho fti|j<3wng fkgvii pbota^pf ^f Cokwyt 
where ]^, FoAcr h^a formed « ^n^P. oqt of ibf 

mod 
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meft «fig»doQs and almoft fiivi^ wtUt ; add od the 
other fide Cabra is bbnaded with th« iiett imd ^mat- 
mental grounds of Mullintra, the feat of Mr. James 
Pratt. The demefne grounds of C^bra, which imme- 
diately adjoin the houie, were the fite of the old towa 
of the fame name, and the ruins of the 6ld caftle, which 
was the fanuly manfion, are contignous to the houft> 
but quite too near to have any pleafing efkfk^ 
which fuch pieces of antiquity afford in the land(cap«. 
The foil in this neighbourhood is dry and tilly, and 
limeftone is conveniept, which refines it very power- 
fully } fome wheat and barley ii fowed, and tpler^ble 
crops yielded. The demefne of Cormy, the feat of 
Henry Fofter, Efq. is tery beautiful, and formed wid| 
great judgment and trua economy. The whole u now 
in the higheft ftate of decoration and improrement. 
When Mr. Fofter firft began to reclaim this ground it 
was a bleak mountain, with icarce any recommea- 
dation; but by great taftf, expenfe, alliduity, and 
powerful applicatbn of lime, it is now the beft im« 
proved dem^liif in the countjr. The houie is planned 
with good tik&f being intended as tjving to an exten- 
fiYt mauifioi^ at art aUa the offices, which are confpi- 
cno«M for canYenieneci aad on the moft enlarged fcale, 
fomiii^ a fpacious fquarei in which every office necet 
fary for the facnwyard ts noft eaptialiy Ibmiihed* In 
the barn is a thrdhing machine on an excellent plan, 
and indeed the yard 1$ w^U ftocked with almoft every 
ofeful and ueceQary implomcAt for the taoderp and 
ioipXQved hufbandry. 

liiiaU 
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I fliall beg leave to give the view of one Very ofefol 
machine, wbkh is here vama^, and which I have not 
feen with Mr, Fpftcr; it is peculiarly well adapted for 
hoifting bay and corn to the rick; in a car-load at each 
draught. 




Tkefropdriions are msfiUaws : 

T&e main pole from the ground to the collar 20 feet. 

The top pole from the collar to the arm 8 feet. The 

length of the arm from the pole to the pulley and block 

14 feet. The length of the (hort part of the arm 8 feet. 

Thomas 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 171 

Thomas James Rawibn/ Eiq. of Cardinglon near 
Athy, in the county of S^ldare, is the inrentor. i 

The garden is divided into fquare plots^ each plot 
indofed with alow beechen hedge,. and is very well 
laid oat. The drill hufbandry is followed with the 
gre^eft fiiccefs, and the lands are laid down vndi 
clover and artificial graffi» in the greateft heart $ the 
green crops are alfo in fine vigour on the moft exiett«p 
five fcale, all drilled and regularly horfe-hoed; the 
fineft (heep-walks are now acquired, and ftall feeding 
is engaged in on an extenfive fcale. The neatnefs, 
the regularity, the economy, and the uncommon fiic* 
ceis, which attends Mr. Fofter's hufl>andry, evince the 
correftn^is of his moft compreheniive and qorreA ideas 
in this delightful fcience; and if the elegant improve** 
mcnts of G>rmy, which bear fo ftriking a miojaiure xt* 
femblance to the beautiful and extenfive plantations at 
CoUon, fliould hereafter infpire.the Muie, flie would 
4oubtlefs reprefent Ceres, and all the wood nymphs' 
in her train, crowning Mr^ Fofter with the rural wreath 
and the rewards of agriculture; to him indeed every 
praiie is due, no^ individual in the county has to boaft 
half lus exertions, whkh have met with the fiiUeft 
fuccds. The plantadoas of Cormy, which received 
the Dublin Sodety's premium in the years 1781, and 
1784) are in thegreatefl; vigqur^and taken the beft 
poffible care of. 

In this £ftriA there are but little relics of antiquity; 
In a cairn of ftones I could trace fovfkc refemblance to 

the 
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tke aodept L0aba«*Fdiie, which was the mtnm g^tes 
to the tombs of tfadr tfakfs^ and is tranflateci by Gdu 
Va}la&x:ey ta the bed or graves of the nobles. He 
hjM, that this osme ms given to the tomfaa appertain*' 
tug to the Miktfans^ or ascient IrUh noblefle; the|r 
eoofift in geMval of iaimenie rock-ftobes plaeed oq 
Others eVhit tiprtg ht, or hdd fUt, the cotverng Aoat 
hfoag placed fome horitontal, others iftdined» and of* 
ten drccmiicribed by a vail of lode ftones. On feve* 
r«d of diefe (Vooes, efpecially on thofe belotig^ to the 
Ondda or Bards, are found infcriptioiis '» tytuboUe 
tod alphabetic charaAerSi ipedfying the nadne and 
qnalky of the perfon interred. According to Ae Ii\fh 
Andqwarlea, this fpecles o# tombs was intfodneed 
about the beginning of the third eefitory, burning the 
dead having been nniverfalty d^ficonfintied throoghoot 
the ifland. • A very remarkable tomb of this derciip* 
tioft and in great prefervation, which I opiitted mi make 
meniS0n al m my Reports df the Ootinty of Mooaghany 
Aands in a ileld at^'oining the road between CaJfl^ 
Shmey and Newry, and about two miles from the 
lovads of the county of Armagh} but k reqt^res the 
JdU of pa aiNiqtiartaii to dBfflngnifh wbether this refie 
vras a tomb or ^a altar, as it bears a firong affinity to 
dmt ^ie9 of ftone altar, which m the CotkAanea b 
eaUed Ctrom Jeck, or the ftone of devotion, from CfM 
to bow down or worfliip, and led a ftooe^ a name 

^ven 
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^nau tbb day to a Tpedea of Droidic altjur^ fiitt r«- 
iBilipidg ia diieicAt parts of Irdaad, ceafittig ^oat al« 
* Ij of an incBaad rxxkJkaaOf fupponed by femoral up- 
right ^QQfs^ tharcby fioarauag a room or aparcaie&t, in 
vhich the Druids atteadiag the fitrvica of tho altar ge« 
oarallt reiided» on ^thich accooat they were aUo de« 
Bomiiiated Bothal> or honfe of Ood^ aad were nearly 
cf the fkac conftroAioa wkb thofe crefted by Ahtth- 
ham and the Patriarchs^ nsatiotied by Mofea, and 
calkd Bstfael^ vrtkich ki riie Hebrew laagoage is of 
tha &me figaaficatioa ia Boihal in IriOi. Tbefe altars 
were dedicated to the Supreme Being, or iirft cauie^ 
calfed frequeatly Croift-al, or the All Powerful Bdog, 
and ereOed dther o& |»Iaki9, 0r on emmences m the 
octitee of dark attd thick w6ods. ' The vlftitns facri- 
fi^ed on tliem were deer or oseni whefice on many of 
them canals me cut hi the ftode, mto which the blood 
flowed at ttte time of facrlfice, in order that divinatioiis 
flhight be t^en therefrom* There was no ftated pe« 
riod for facrifice offered to Crom; bat when any per* 
Sml was wiUIng to confult fate or Providencei relative 
«d the Ibture evenb of his own affairs, either in war 
or the chade, he brought the vi^un to the Druid, who 
feoai the ftate of the eniruls and flowing of the blood 
drew prefages relative to the fucceis or the failure of 
the entcrpriae.^ 

After the eAabliihment of polytheifm among the 
CeUc nations, little adoration was paid to the Supreme 

being. 
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bdng* Confucitts is jQud to be the firff, who reftored 
it sunong the Eaftern peopk, and according to die 
Iriih Antiquaries, it was iotrodaced into this ifland by 
Tigbernasy about two hundred and fixty years, before 
the Chriftian era» but was violently' oppofed by the 
Pruidsy who favoured the do6bioe of potythetfn» 
whence Tighernas and his followers are reported to 
have been deftroyed, during- the time of &crifice, at 
Magh-Slcuchta in the county of Leitrun. The woiw 
fhip of the true God» however^ from this perioS gained 
ground in Ireland, but was not universal until about 
the middle of the third centuty, when Cormac, SSng 
of North Leinfter, openly declared in favour of the 
unity of theDdty, and condemned all degrees of poly- 
theifini a drcumftance, which greatly contributed to 
the inuodttftion of Chriftianity fome ages after* Seve« 
ral of the altars of Crom are yet remaining nearly en- 
tire in feveral parts of Ireland, particularly at Tolin 
and Brownfiown in the. county of Carlow, and near 
Dundalk in the county of Louth^ 

The cairn I alluded to in this county ftands on the 
fummit of the loftieft mountain of that range between 
King's Court and Bailyborough^ and about a mile or 
better from Lough-onrleighaghs, which I have jnft 
now defcrlbed* 

The features of the country m Caftleraghan barony 
are not very inviting j and entering Cavan from Meath 

county. 
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county, near the village of Mooalty, the ibil (hews a 
deep loam and Aiff urgl below, ?ery fpongy, covered 
with ruihes, and a great proportion is nnder bog : the 
appearances of limeftone are irery fcanty and of a poor 
qnality} bot when lime has been well applied^ the land 
fiems to be very conllderably improved, bnt I fliould 
fnppoie limeftone gravel was a more proper manure. 
The difpofition of the fvrface is very favourable to 
draimng( in the bogs abont two ^ades depth, is a 
thick ftratnra of a very green gravel, which would be 
extremely fit for ploughing into the uplands, merely to 
open the foil, although it does not feem to poflefs any 
calcareous quality. Fuel is very abimdaat; die huts 
arc very mean and filthy, but well covered and warm. 
Their indofures are the beft ibil they poflels, reared 
up in great heaps, but quite naked, without any quick 
or thorn} if this mould was mixed with lime but in a 
fmall proportion, and ploughed into their foil, it would 
be an excellent manure, and there are quarries in 
abundance of green ftrong flate and ftone, which 
could zthtd indofures, and foem only calculated for 
fttch purpoles, or for making drains, which are here 
particularly required. 

The furface is very hilly in this diftrift, and ex- 
tremely irregular, but the roads are as good, rather 
better than in other parts of the county, neither is 
there a fcardty nor a profafiou of water. The pas- 
turage 
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mrage is only for gOkh cow» afid koffts; tftfe fat 
groawr proportioa of the fitrnt ftte under tithgc. 

The fanters, though of fledd^r tafAHif yet 6xf>eiHi 
very coofidarably in \km\ngt the vslllt of wfrich they 
am now ioifihle of) yet the litteftotie they nk H ftt 
dtOant^ and very eoiUy. No wheat U (owed here, the 
fiul bciog fi> wet; potatoes, flbx, and oitA are yet the 
sotatioa of crops, and of the Iftrmer tfaey geAefally 
take two crops &cGoffiinaly, and three of the tetter. 
Lime is tbe beft manure for all crope in thii kii. The 
fimeftonc, which it vfed, )$ very vAMt^ rugged, and 
Gcombly, and of the higheft calc^e6u9 ^uriity. The 
faiue luneftooe here is ^ery inferior and hard, and duly 
partially had. Burning the forface is confiderabiy 
purfiied, and will bring an excellent crop ; the feil is 
fo very deqp they do not injure it, as they are attentive 
not to avcr«crop, on which abcount thelf burning ts 
never oppofed. The value of labour is eftimated from 
taght pence to ten pence through the year, but little 
demand for hired labourers. 

Vir^tkia is a very mean market town in thid barony, 
on the banks of the great lake of Ramor, which flows 
into the Blackwater river, and thence to the Boyne. 
In this lake are ieveral lAands, fai which are the ruins 
of old cafties; it is of very great extent, and of much 
greater circumference than Sbercock lake; the ancient 
appearance muft have bees very beautiful and pic- 

turefquc, 
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mrefque, when the Iflands were covered with fiae 
timber; at prefent the lake only is engaging; the bleak 
^ iflands are bm a fdl to its beanties, though at a di& 
tance the ruins thereon are pidlurefque. Contiguous to 
this are the neat iniproTements of Portland Lodge, the 
leat of H. MaxwellyEfq.; near Mullogh is another 
very extenfive lake, whole waters are diicharged by 
another courfe into the fame river. The fmsiU liUage 
of Kill is on the bounds of this and Qonmpghan ba- 
rony; Ballyjamesduff is only to be obferved as a ftage 
on the road to Cavan town, as there is nothing to re* 
commend it ; contiguous Co it is a Ipadous lake, but of 
comparative extent with either of the preceding. The 
late Alderman Bevan at his own expenfe funk a fliaft 
near this village, adjoining the eftate of the Earl of 
Farnham, and came to unerring indications of good 
coal, but did not purfue the work; it would be 
well worth the attention of the prefent pofleflbr to re- 
iume it, as the principal trouble and expenfe is already 
accompMied: what an acquifition would fuch a difco* 
very be to the ndghbouring county of LoutK, which is 
{o poorly fupplied with fuel, and what refburces 
would it miiire to the proprietor? Dal/s-bridge is a 
linall village on the borders of Wcftmeath; it is fituate 
in Clonmoghan barony, and contiguous to the great 
lake of Sheelin or Sbenklin, which is of very coniider- 
able magnitude, and extends to Fmnoe in Weftmeatb, 
N where 
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whef e it commmiicates with Lougb Inny, thence flour- 
tog thtoQgh Longford) its waters are difcharged into 
the Shannon. In thefe waters are federal finall iOioids, 
and alfo the ruins of a church and a caftk. The lalLe 
touches on four counties, and is the point of divifion 
between them, viz. Cavan, Longford, Eaft and Weft 
Meath. This little town of Daly^s-brldge is the only 
town in Clontnoghan barony. The fame irregular 
furface is oUerrable throughout, but the ground is 
not to elevated, neither are the hillflf of (iich extent in 
area nor lb lofty : the (oil is much drier and fitter for 
wheat culture, yet little of k is fo occupied* The 
farihs are yet larger than thofe in the preceding baro- 
nies; the river of Crofsdony riies from a lake in the 
centre of this barony, and a part of the vDlage flailds It 
this diftrid. 

The land at this extrctnity is wotfe thati the centre, 
not (b tilly but very wet, and the rent not about 5/. per 
acre extraordinary. 

The great lake of Gawnagh, and the village of 
Scraba in Longford county, juft touches on the extre- 
mity of tlus county in Clonmoghaa, and is beautifully 
Indented, and the banks very well wooded. Mr.. 
Sloane, who refides near Crofsdony, has a good bleach 
millf which is the only one in this barony. 

At Kilcogy, near Glan, is the feat of Mr. Pallis, 
which is well ornamented and improved, and is coo- 

^ tiguous 
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tiguous to the beantifiil waters of Lough SheeliOy which 
18 charmingly wooded, where alfo are the handfome 
plantadons of Mr. Nagent oq the borders of Eaft 
Meath. In this diftriA near Old Caftle, Mr. Tado is 
extending very judicious improvements* 



Na CHAP. 
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CHAP, XI- 



BARONY OF TULLAGHGARVEY. 



SECTION I. 

Apr'icuburt* 

THIS barony appears to be by no means inferior to 
any in the county, other in improyements, navigable 
line, or trade, in which it particularly excels, and its 
lands are high, eafily rendered tilly with a flight ap- 
pUcation of lime, and yield very abundant crops. As 
thefe lands are acceflible to the plough, we find that 
mode of culture more generally adopted, and it varies 
from two to three horfes abreaft, as the foil is more or 
lefs weighty. * 

Farms are divided in general from three to twenty 
acres, except where xlemefne lands interfere, and thefe 
are moftly grazed or turned to meadow. The poor 
farmers, who are all manufaAu'rers, have about one- 
third of their farms under labour, which is occupied 
with potatoes, flax, and* oats. They generally break 

up 
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Up as much ground every year as they can mannre 
with thdr icanty dunghiU, and pbmt potatoes in the 
lasy4)ed nanner$ die Mlomog fedhn they divide or 
ipltt the ridgest and make die ridge where the trench 
was before, and thns have two crops of potatoes for 
one year's dung. A finall portion of this tilled grotmd 
is then appropriated to flax^ and the remabder to oats 
for two or three crops Ihcceifively, and they let oat the 
land to reft wkhoot fowing any kind of grafs ieeds. 
The produce (^ thefe knds may be only pven by e(H- 
matiM, as their crops are not for fale, merely for the 
fuppoit of the family. The very needieft ibmecimes 
are obliged to Icll, which they do very unwiUiaglyi 
perhaps to pay rent, and thus they ihuft buy again at 
dear rates m fummer. As no more land is tilled than 
they effimate will anfwer to their confumpdon, the 
loom is dieir msun dependance, its profits pay their 
rents, and provide dothing, fuel, &c. 

Their crops may perhaps rate at from ten to fifteen 
barrels of oats, per Irifii acre; flax yields from three 
and an half to four and an half ftone, per perch. Pota- 
toes here have an excellent produce, and it i$ no un« 
Gommon crop to yield fixty barrels per acre, of forty-* 
tight ftones to the barrel. 

This mode of huibandry, courfe of crops, and fize 
of £aurms» bong die pretty general or average return of 
Cavan, accounts why there is not a market for grain 
in the county; ineal and potatoes are indeed for fale^ 
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bat for the latter there is Iktls de8^ii4* Tb^ ftapk 
coffliQoditici are th^ materiak for tht liofin maoi^ 
tiirc; they never aie oaua in the plongbf tor M 
them but in the demefiie pari^ for hoaie flaughttri 
aad a very finall portioii is under ihe^vwalk^ or adiptp 
ed for fnch feeding; of courfe, no idea of cnltiva^ 
green food has ever been in cooiemplation^ nor are 
the paftores indebted to any thing bnt the hand of 
Nature, vrhicb here ihe^has not ?ery laviftly fpresd, 
but with a coarie aqnatic grafs. 

Tbf culture rfthu valMoUi plant has lutberto bem tiB* 
known in Cawm^ or indeed in Ireland, ha tbe laie mifunm 
dtrftandii^ vnth the Northern po%»ers of Btere^ induced 
the trufiees of the linen martufoBure to offer very conftder-^ 
4^ premiums for iti growth in Ireland, and as feveral 
gentlemen in this count j are anxious topromte this laudMe 
drftgn^ and are unacquainted nmth its management , I here* 
Wth at their regueft attnex the mode rfct^turOf as prated 
in Suffolk, with fome general oifervations thereon, wiicb 
are literally copied from the General View of the Jtgriad^ 
ture of the Coway of Siffolk. IfbaU in the meet feaion 
give the mode cf culture of this plant tahen from the Somer^ 
fe^ire Survey, which feems very dfferentfrom that isiepi^ 
ed in, Suffolk, and leave my readers to adept ntker mode as 

they 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF <:AVAN. iBf 

0^ m§j judge htftjmtei U iieirJUI. Vmt modi rmm^ 
mmded hj the Linm BoMrd is the fame as meniwud in.tbe 
Smerji^e Swrwfg but i$ fiould he ebferved^ thai the 
itytberf Mr. MUlingsley, does fwifiy^ that this plant is cuU 
tivated mndan the county afSomerfet^ and only gives gene^ 
pal dinSwufiir rearing it. At all events^ fuiere fioH 
hffbandsrj is Jo muchJUhwed as in Cavanfand its a^kure^ 
and drej^ngy istcfeemfo well fuited to that fraff^ed with 
bempi a little time mtjfi lead to a eo^fideraUe^ if net a per* 
feS knowledge (fits ntandgement, whichwould/o material 
If enrich the kingdom^ and favejiich immenfefams at aire 
^emnmaUy paid for its importation* In the d^e of the nent 
fiSHon will ie alfo given the premiums offered by the Linen 
fioard^fir the cubtsre of hemp. 

ON HEMP. . 

FROM THE GENEHAL VIEVT OF THE AGRICULTURE OB 
THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK, 

«< The diftrift of country, ia which this article of 
cultivadon is chiefly found, extenda from Eye t6 Bec« 
desi Ipreading to the breadth of about ten miles^ 
which oblong of country may be omfidered as ita 
head-quarters. 

It is ia the hands 6f both farmers and cottagers; 
but it b very rare to fee more tban five or fix acres in 
the occupation of any (Mie man. With cottagers, the 

more 



Digitized by 



Google 



1*4. STATISTICAL SURVEY 

m6Tt common method is, to few it every year on th^ 
Itme land: there U a piece at Hoxne, which has been 
under this crop for feventy fuccei&ve years. The foil 
preferred is, what is called in the diilri£^, mixed land, 
that is, (andy loam, moift, and pntrid, bat without 
being fHfF or tenacious; in one word, the beft land 
jHie country contains; and does well, as may be fup- 
poied, on old meadow, and low bottoms near rivers. 
They manure for it with great attention; fo that it may 
be taken as a~maxim, that hemp is not often ibwn 
Nvithout this preparation: of dung and moulds, twenty- 
five three-horle loads per acre; of dung ^one, fixteen 
loads. This is done dire&ly after wheat fowing is 
finiflied. 

The tillage confiAs in three earths, with harrowing ^ 
fuiRdent to make the foil perfeAly fine; and it is laid 
fiat, with as few furrows as poflible. 

Time of fowing, froni the middle to the end of 
April, but will bear being fown all May. It is often 
found, that the eady fown yields hemp of the belt 
quality. 

Quantity of feed, eleven pecks per acre, at the price 
of one (hilling or two (hillings a peck, generally from 
fixteen to eighteen-pence. Much is brought from 
Downham, and the fens; the ieeded hemp is not ib 
good by eighteen-pence or two fliillings the ftone. 

No weeding is ever given to it, the hemp deftroying 
every other plant. 

It 
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It is pulled tUrteen or fouiteen weeks after fowing; 
tlie wetter the Icafon, the longer it ftands, andjt bears 
a dry year better than a wet one; make no diftiodkm 
;''in pulling, between the male and female, or femble and 
'' feed hemp, as denominated in fome places. In the 
Cambridgeihire fens they are frequently ieparated, 
which may arife from ^dr hemp being coarier, and 
the ifadk larger. The price of pulUng is one (hilling a 
peck of the feed fown^ or devest killings an acre, and 
beer; bot if it comes in harveft, the expenfe is higher. 
It is tied up in fmall bundles called baits* 

It is always watcr-r«tffrf»j clayrpits preferred to any 
nmning water, and cleaned out once in feven or eight 
years. An acre of three fmall waggon loads are hud 
ia one itd* They will water five times in die fame 
hole ; but it is thought by fome too much« If neceC 
fary to wait, they pull as the hole is ready, not chufing 
to leave it on the land after pullpd. 

It 

* Generally; but in a circle of about fiX| miles round 
Thiketham, the greater part is never put into die water at 
all, but is dew-rettedy which is done by layiag it on paflure 
ground* for from three to fix weeks according to the lealbnt 
and turned &vc or fix ^mes. This propefs cofts about one 
Ailliog per (lone per acre, including pulling, Ipreading, 
taming* and getting up; and the hemp at mark^ is not 
worth Jb mach by two&ilitogs per ftone, as that. wHich hath 
been water-retted, and therefore probably the icuftpm of dew- 
retdng is only followed to any confiderable degree, where 
there are not pits fufficient to water-ret what grows in a dit 
^^.^ffoti^By a ComJ^onJmt oftbi Boards 
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It is geotfyUy four dajrt to the wmtttf if the weiAer 
it warm, if siotf fiTe; hot they cxandoe and judge by 
feefingtt. The expenfe is twdTc to fifitesii fhiUkigs an 
acre. 

The gra£SQg require aboqe five Mrecks} and, |£ 
there are fhowerBi confUatly famed thrice a week; if 
not, twice a week. Tlu$ is always tm gca^ lands or 
byers. It is d(me by women; the ezpeofe ten fliiUioga 
an acre* It is then tkd np ip large bqndks of eight or 
ten bMtif and carted home to a bam or honie to break 
direilly. ' 

Breaking is done by the ftone, at one ihilhng. There 
are many pegple in the diftrift^ who do it, and earn 
fifteen or iixteen-pence a day, and beer. The oflU it 
calkd htmpjbeaves, makes good foel, and feiia at swOp 
pence a ftone. 

It is then marketable, and fold by fiimple at Dia* 
Harling, Bungay, ^c. price 5/. 6d> to 8/. a ftone$ ge^ 
nerally 7/. 6 J. In 1795, to/. 

The buyer heckles it, which is done at i/. 6dn a 
ftone; be makes it into two or three forts: kfig/rUe^ 
Jtortjlriii, and puU iom^. Women bny it and ^ih it 
into yarn, which they carry to market, and ftll at prices 
proportioned to the finenefs. This the weaver bnys^ 
wtio Converts it into cloth, which is ibid at nurket alio- 
The (pmnerv earn ^tcer and mote fleady wagcSf 
than by wo6l: a common hand will do two ilc^ a 
day, three of w]?icb arc a clue^ at nine-pence, conf^ 

qoently 
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qnentl J ihe carps iix-pmce a d;iy> zfxi will look to her 
family and do half a clue. Nor is the trade, like 
woolj fubjeft CO great depr«ffioA9, there being always 
more work than hands; the conieqnence of a briflc de- 
mand* They begin to fpin at four or -^vp y^rs oU : 
it is not £> difficult to fpin hemp as wool| bi|t beft to 
learn with the r^L For very fine yafn, one (bUliBg a 
due is paid for fpinmng. About Hoxne, the yam is 
half whitened before weaving^ but in other places, 
weave it brown, which is reckoned better. The 
weavers of fine cloth eard i6s. or lis. a week> mid- 
dling lOf. 

The fabrics wrought in this country from thdr 
own hemp have great merit. They make it to 3/. 6d. 
and 4/. 6d*9, yard, yard wid^, for ihirts; and I was 
ihewn (beets and table linen, now quite good, after 
twenty years wear. Huckabacks,, for table linen, 131/. 
to 7i. a yard, ell wide. 

' The produce of an acre may, on an average, be 

reckoned forty^five ftone, at 7/. 6d. Some aops rife 

. to fifty-five, and- even more; and there are bad ones fb 

low as twenty-five. If fold on the gromid as it ftands, 

generally i/. a rod^ or 8/. an acre^ 



The 
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The accotiat of an acre may be thus eftimated: 





£. i. B, 


Rent, tithe, and rates. 


- 1 10 


Manure, 25 loads, at is. 6d. 


I 17 6 


Three earths, at 4^. harrow included, 12 


Seed, - - - 


16 6 


Sowings ^ •• • • 


e 6 


Pnlling, - - - 


12 10 


Watering, - 


12 


Graffing, - . - 


10 


Breaking, ... 


2 11 6 


Carriage and delifery^ 


- J 




£9 « " 


PRODUCE. 


N 


Forty-five ftonc, at 7/. 6d. 


£.16 17 6 


Expenfc^, . - 


<f 8 to 


Profit, . 


£-7 8 8 



AU accounts of diis fort muft be receiyed with doe 
allowances for many variations. The preceding was 
taken at Hozne; bnt at Becdea (where, however, the 
quantity cultivated is not equally great) a very difierent 
mode of calculation takes place, and rent is valmJ. 

BXP&KSE. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 189 



£ZPEltSE. 



ReDtj ti^he, and rates. 

Manure, 

Tillage, 

Seed, twehe pecks, 

PaUing, 

Watering, 

Grafling, 

Breaking, 



£. 


S. 


i>. 


4 








3 








^1 


4 





I 


16 


a 





^9 








12 








10 





2 


10 






^ 


/.14 II 


Fifty ftone, at 8/. 
Expenfes, , - 


1^.20 
14 II c 


Profit, 


jC-5 9 



The common method is,/t(^fbw tnmips on the land 
immediately after the hemp is cleared: this is for pro- 
ducing, among the little occupiers, fome food for a cow 
and the family* With good management, one plough' 
ing and one hoeing will carry them to the value of 30/. 
But an ev^ arifing from the pradice is, that, the land 
muft, for the aext crop, be mucked in the fpring, when 

' carting 
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carting does more damage. When com is fbwn 
after the hemp, it is wheat) and theie are the beft 
crops in the country, as nothing is efteemed to clean 
land like this plant. After the wheats barley or oats, 
and this great alfo. 

Finding the profit fo great, I demanded why the col- 
ti|re did not increafe rapidly. I was anfwered, that its 
coming in the nudft of harveft was embarrafling, and 
that the attention it dematided in every ftage of its pro- 
grels was great; being liable to be fpoiled, if the ut- 
moft care wasnot perpetual. ^ 

It is confidered, and with great jultice, throughout 
the diftrifl, to be of infinite confequence to the coun- 
try, and eipedally to the poor, who are entirely fup- 
ported by it, and are now earning fix^pence a day by 
fpinning, with more eafe than three-pence is gained on 
the other 'fide the county by wool. 

The culture has increafed confiderably in the laft ten 
years. 

A manufafturer at Stowmarket thus communicates 
to me on the fubjeft, from whofe account it appears 
that there are variations : — << Hemp may be grown 
with fiKcefs, on the fame land, many years, by ma- 
nuring annually. The quantity of feed ufiiaUy ibwn, 
is from ntne to twelve pecks per acre) varymg with 
the ftrength of the foil, and the cufiom of the coimery. 
In thofe places, where the fineft and'bdl hemps are 
grown, twelve pecks is a common quantity. 

« The 
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« The foil and ieafoa make a very material difier- 
ence in the produce and quaCty. An acre will produce 
from 25 to 60 ftone; an average crop may b^ eftlmated 
about 36 or 38. 

" Hemp3 when left for feed, is feldom water-retted, 
from the additional trouble and expenfe; but I am of 
opinion, it would be better if fo done. It is generally 
{lacked and covered during the winter, and is fpread 
upon meadow-land in January or February. If the 
ieafbn iuits, (particularly if covered with fiiow) it will 
come to a good colour, and make ftrong coarfe cloths. 
It is much inferior to hemp pulled in propet dpe, and 
vrater-jretted. 

<' The cuAom of many places is, to dew-ret their 
hempi that is, to fpread it on meadow-land as foon as 
pulled, and turn it frequently; but this b a very bad 
method of retting it; the bark will come off complete- 
ly — it therefore requires more violent means of bleach- 
ing the yarn, and cdnfequently diminiihes the ftrength. 
It is likewife much fooner injured in rainy (eafons than 
hemp water-retted: water-retting is performed by bind- 
ing the hemp in fmall bunches, with the under hemp, 
when pulled, and, as fbon as may be, placed in rows 
crofling each other in the water, and immerfed. Stand- 
ing water is deemed the beft: it requires four, five, or 
fix, days Aeeping, dll the outfide coat eafily rubs off, 
^nd 18 then fpread on meadow-land, and turned fre- 
quently until finiftied.* The fame water will not be 

proper 
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l^roper for receiving hemp more than diree times in a 
fcafon, and the firft water always produces the beft co- 
lour, in the leaft time* 

<< But I do not pretend to give exad dire^ligiis fpr 
managing hemp ; it can only be acquired by practice. 
When the hemp is^ retted, it is bound up in (heaves or 
large bunches, and with a machine called a brake the 
cambuck is broken in pieces,, and with a fudngle is 
cleared from the fmall remaii^ing f»eces of the can^- 
buck, and then bound up in ftones. In Suffolk I4i 
pounds of hemp is deemed a ftone. The hemp, which 
breaks off in the operation, and called (horts, is bound 
up by itfelf, and is about half the value of the long 
hemp* 

« The price of breaking hemp varies with the length, 
and the eafe or difficulty, with which the cambuck &- 
parates from it: from 12J. to i&f. or lod. is paid-, i2d. 
and I4</. are the moft commqn prices. The refufe is 
only fit for burning, and is fold from one penny to 
two-pence per iack* 

« I have been informed there are mills erected for 
breaking flax; and, as the mode of breaking is fimilar, 
I imagine they might be applied to hemp. In (bme 
parts of the country, where much hemp b grown, 
this might prove a confiderablc faving. But, as hemp 
b very bulky before it is brokenj and fmall quan- 
tities only are grown in each village, in general, I fear 
it would not anfwer the expenfe to ere£t many of them. 

« When 
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« Whtfk tho 1i«mp Vb brdcen/k to fit for anrloftt) and: 
w pnrchafed by faeddef s. Db, HarieAon^ and HalcA^* 
wort&i are cOaflderabk markets fisK hemp^ but the 
greateft qtian^ is fold tonetghbouring becklers^ with^ 
oat carrying to markdt. - * 

^ Tfce pricca tary Tcry muck: dem^ h«n^ ffiUa 
from if. to iBd. or 1/. lower tUaii vaier-MC. Thepreftflt 
price of the beft water-ret is aboiit*8i. W. per-flMei^ 
diis price fe i«ry high. Dew^ret hemp is proper tit 
c&arle yarns only; and if that were made from irater* 
retteS hemp^ It wotild be Aroager and of a better c^ 
lour. ' ' ■ •♦ 

« The fifft operation of the hecitler, iabunehing or 
bearing the hemp$ this wa§ formerly, add ialMIrW 
fomt placea, done by faa»i^ but in SntUlk Is no^- alW 
ways done by a milli which lifts up two, and ibme^ 
times three heavy beaters altematelyi that play upon 
the hemp, whUe it ia turiied by a manof boiy to reedve 
the beading regularly. This mill^ fiMfedoMS work^ 
by a borfe, and fometimes by watexi but I tMok ♦ma- 
chine might, be conftrpfted to iave tbeexpenC^ <if 
either. In this I may be miftaken. . . , 

« The time, requiiite for beating the hemp, varies 
aecordipg to the quaSty of % and the ptrpofea it is In- 
tended fec( the aner the tow ie Intended to be, fbe 
WfiTc bearing the hefnp reqo&rQs. Wbeh boiiched, it is 
drefied or combed by drtiwtng it through the bflcklca^ 
rrfembiliigwiool-^omberatoQUj only fixed. Thepriccji 
«• . o paid 
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paid die heckkr vary in diicrcnt plaoes, Md wth the 
&lbteat dcgime of fioeiief$, to whkh it ift drefied^ 
ffom three farthings to two-pence per pound ia paid *r 
and the earnings are from 15^. or i6d. to 2/. per 
day. 

f -o In the hemp tra^e there are no &ced ruka &>r 
eaanbingi, aa in ^e wool trade.; The; fame hemp is 
dr«<S^d 'finer or cocrfer» to fuit the demands of the pnr« 
chafers* It is fometioies lUvided into two or thiee 
{brts of tow, tad fdo^etimea the whole is worked togi^ 
thc^for .one. fprt; . The prices of tow vary, fiMoa ibout 
6d. to i9iL per pound. 

•: <^ The h^er tidier icUa the tow to fjiaioers and to 
^VPatvrs, or pots it out.to ffw ^aiTdf^ and fells the 
yam to the weavers.; The pricda of ginning vary with 
dk fineaels of the yam* '* - ^ . 



i ' ' ' '.'*'' 




d. d. 


s che from a pound ia wmh 


fpinningy about 7 ' or 6|' 


.'1^ clue fram a pounds . 


- 


. 8i or 8 


"% ciuea from a pchuluf • 


- 


- 9* or 9 


^1 dues frbnr a pdond. 


- 


• - icf or 10 


3 clues ftMi a pound. 


- 


- It 



' «< lie ^pinaerst whob^y the tow» fell.dieif yam to 
Bdi^bMring weavers^ or at the neattft market. The 
yam^b reeled, in many places: 2 yarda^ i thieadi 40 
' thfe*d$, I' lea}, 20 ieai» i ibtfni 3 (kaina* one chie, 
480Q yards:. in others, 3 yarda> i tbi)eadfv4o.direada* 
* . .: 1 lea-. 
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1 leas 20 least i fluin; 2 ikains» i dne^ 4800 yards. 
\ The former is the moft convenient method for .the 
bkapher and weaver. 

^ «< Weavers, in general, pnrcbafe their yarn from 
ipinners in the ndghbonrhood, or at markets, and deli- 
ver it to the whitefter, as he is commonly called, vh^^ 
returns it, bleached, to the weaver; recriving 20 or ai . 

.for bleaching 120 dnes. 

^< Bleaching the yarn is performed by laying it in 
large tubs, covered with diick doths, upon wludi 
albes are placed; and ponring hot water d»ly through 
k, turning the yarn frequently, until the bark coiAes 
off. It is then rendered whiter, by fpreading it on 

. poles in the air. This is a dilEcnlt part of the bufioefs; 

. the art conilftmg in {Nrocoring the beft colour with the 

Jeaft diminntion of ftrength. * 

f< .Weaving is, in general, conduced in the manner I 

. haye ftated; that is, by purchafing the yam* at market, 
and, after bleaching, making it into doth olE various 
degrees of finenefi and breadth. The breadths are 
half-ell; diree-quarters wide; three-quarters and a 

\n^; leven-eights and yard-wide (heeting; yard wide; 
ieven yards one-eighth wide; and ell-wide. Prices 

.frcoi lod. per yard, half-ell wide, to 4/. or 41. 6d. ell- 
wide. 

^ Exceeding gpod huckaback is aUo made from 

hemp, for towels and common taUe-doths. The 

o 2 low 
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low-priced hemps are a gencrd ixrear fbr hoAtti^- 
men, fervaats^ and laboDring manufadurers; the i^rts 
from 18J. to Zf. per yard, are the uftat weftr 6f ftnn- 
efs and tradcflncn; the finer forts, feroi-eighths ^ide, 
from 2/. 6d. to 3/. 6d. per yard, are preferred by 
tuiny gentlemen, fbt ih-ength and warmth, to other 
ttnen. 

«« The largcft qnantity of hemp h fcJ* a» It comes 
fron^thd hxMn, and bleached by the purchafers; bnt 
fbtiit qnafititf is bleached, ready for weafving, either 
*f the wcater ot by a whitefttn this is done by boH- 
mg it in tye (tnade from afhes,} and firequendy fpread- 
fag: it on the graft tiR it is wHte. * • 

<< Many weavers rend thdr ctoths entirely by rettdl. 
In th^ ndghbotirhood; others t^ Ihopkeepet-^, prkKJ- 
pally in the conndes of Norfolk and SttSMk, and in 
•part of Hlfex, and others at IMs^ where there is a hall 
for the fkle of hemp cloth, once a week; and at Nor- 
wich, where there is a ftreet oecnpled by weavers, 
fVom diffi^ttnt part? of the conntry, who have Aops 
In it. * ' ' 

««^ The' earnings of die jotrmeyman weaver vary'cott- 
fidcrably, from the feafon; frofty, windy, and very dry 
weather beiMgmfavonrable; and they vary aHb, from 
the great diiFcrence in flcill, and the quality of the ma- 
terials to work upon: they may earn fcom abotit u. to 
iy. 6. per day; in extra cafes, more. 

« I think. 
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^* I fhttki Sir> jroii vill perceive from ihe fiatcoieat 
Ilmire ^vea of dMrnoDer^ ia which the hemp trade is 
^CQkul«i£l04 the kqp^^H^qr of afccrtaipix^ with 'ao^r 
tel^nM^ 4qgr^ of certaiaty, the profita ariihig from 
an aqreof hwh ^Mverted into doth$ aad that cAi- 
o^esy drawa from Sources {9 vague and uoccrtaiQ* 
MFOttld b^ more likely to midcad than wforivu 

<« I will now, ^eeably to yowr fcqi»eft^ proceed to 
flieptioA a few hufts, which may tead to the im|>rov<* 
oieat aad exteafum of the trade. 

^< Although I have fiaud hemp> ia the proceA 
of ouiaafaAttriD^ to pafs thso^igh the baada of the 
bfcafcer, becijer, ^i&aer, whiiefter, weaver, aad bleach* 
er of doth, yet maay of tbeie difi*ereot operatioas are 
fiBqadatly carried oa iioder th^ dir^£tioa of the fame 
perfoa* Sonne itreav^rs bleach $htfr owa yara aad 
doth; etherf th^ dptb oajy: othets.heeh]^ their tow, 
asd pvt it OIK to fpiaaers^ otihers b^y tha ti»w, aac^ pot 
it out; aad a fHir carify on the -wbdlU t£ ihie tjrade then- 
fdvet. TUa latter U the plaa I p«rfae, the ^dva^ges 
appearing to me cosfiderabie. 

«« Wfaea the tride Is coad^^dby 4if6$rp$t pwf^M^. 
their ii^terefts Often d^f by ui^d^t-retdag the bep^ 
the grower iaci;eafei tbe wepghts hjOi^if beatidf It^ 
the hedtkr iacreafe^ the l|iianiity 0f a0y,^^ leiaYti^ it 
fidler of bark; by drawmg.ojit jth^ ihi?ad hey^ad tb^ 
ftapte, the f^aaer utcreafe^ ihe ^qifafkdtf pf ya»a, bat 
ii^ares the qiai&tyi byfvdag ^ 4^efifh49g» ^ whiter 

ftcr 
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Ret incrcafcs his profit, but dUnimftict the ftrei^^ of 
the yarn. The whole fliould, therefore, be checked' 
and regulated by the weaver, with a vidw to his ttW- ^ 
ittate profit; which, in the hemp trafle, (hould crer be ' 
deemed infeparable from the ftrength of his clotha. 
«< It appears to me, that in manufafkuring doth, in 
general, in Ireland, Scotland, an4 elfewhere, ftrength 
has been (actificed to finenefs and colour! Flax is 
pulled too early (bang fincft before it acquires its firii 
ftrength,) and drawn beyond its ftaple, to render the 
cloth finer, at the price-, and although there never was 
a time, yrhen the linen manufaftare excelled fo much • 
in colour and in finenefs, yet the want erf ftrength was 
never lb unlverfally (Complained of. 

<c The hemp manufaAure cannot rival that of flax 
in finenefs, nor is it defirable. In colour, it is by no 
means defident, and poffeffcs this advantage ovca: IriOi 
and all I other linens, that its colour improves in wear* 
ing, while theirs declines. But the article, in which 
Englifh hemp, properly manu&6lured, ftands unrival<» 
led, is the ftrength: flax will not bear the leaft compa- 
riibn with It, in this refpeA; and I can aflert, from ex- 
perience, that it is far fupexior in ftrength to Ruffian— 
the ftr<»igeft known hemp next to the EoglUh. Every 
regulation made in the trade ftiould, therefore, be done 
with H fiew to improve it in this refpeO, and one of 
the moft beneficial i conceive to be an iSAcreafed bomi* 
ty on the growth of hemps if it <^o^ be procured, 

the 
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Qie addidonal bounty to be paid for hemp water-retted - 
only. If large fanners could be induced to grow it^ 
as they became habituated to the management of it, the 
trouble would decreaiei and the bounty might in dae 
be difcondnued. 

« The neceiBty of keepmg up die quafity ,of the 
cloths fliould be ftrongly imprefled on the weavers^ 
perhaps, if premiums were given for the beft manufiic- 
tured hemp cloths, it might be lerviceable, under pro- 
per regulations. I think the public would be found 
very much difpofed to encourage a ftrong manufa^re 
of doth,' and there are fafi:s, which induce, me to 
think (o. ' 

<< Coniiderable quanddes of RuiGan (heeting are 
fold in England, merely for thdr ftreiigth, as they are 
coarier, at the price, than any other foreign linen. 

« Hemp, if known, would always be preferred^ 
bdng ftronger than Ruffian, from the quality of the 
thread, and, at the &me tiihe, lighter in waihing, wliich 
is -often an objeAion to Rtiffian. 

« The quandty of good hemp bdng graduaHy in* 
created, would infenfibly increafe the number of fpin* 
ners, and extend the trade. Some regulations are 
wanting, reipefting reelbg the yarn. The fkme method 
the *wool trade has adopted, would not, I think, fuc* 
ceedjas the Ijpinners' often buy the tow,' and therefore 
It would be impracticable for an infpeAor to examine 
the yarn. But, if the punishment were fimilar, and 

thf 
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the owner of the tow, the putter out, or the peribo, to 
whom it wa$ offered, were peroutted to pro&cutei it 
might luifwer the purpole. 

. << In Ireland and in Scotland^ I am informed, ther^ 
is a board, or committee of gendemen, entrniled with 
powers by govefivnent for the regoladon of the linen 
t^^de: if ipme plan of this kind were adppted, I think 
it would be very ferviceable, as they would acquire, is 
time, a complete knowledge of the trade, m its differ- 
ent branches, and apply fuch rewards and regulations, 
^ the different times and fituadons would require^ 
and might extend theie to circumftances, which general 
regulations by parliament could not effeA. 
^ « In Scotland and in Ireland, each piece of dpfh 
is ftampcd by an officer, with the length, breadth, 
and number of one hundred .threads contsuned in the 
warp. 

« If a fimilar praftice were obtained here, it would 
have a ben^dal tendency; as the length, breaddi, and 
rate (or number of threads in the warp) bei^g givec^ it 
is eafy to afcertain, what ihould be the weig^c If 
then a certain mark were put oa each jriece of hcmp^ 
manufaftured agreeably to the bcft rules, it would im- 
prove the quality of the dqths, by cxdtiog competition 
rather in goodnefs than in fineoefs. This woidd alio 
jprcvept a jpraftice, which, I fe^r, prevails grc^tlyj the 
felling other dothsy made upto imitate hemp> in Ixeo 

of it. 

i .. t.. . '..*:- . ■ -. •■ 

« If 
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<< If Abe method I have iunsed Ihould be fomid is^ 
ftSiQiofBhlp^ tacac means ihoold be dev^ed:to pv^^cUi 
tbi3 im(^fitioo OQ the public^ which,, if iipfiTeifed to 
proceed^ vrill difbredit, and perhaps r^ the maa»- 
fa&orf. ■ V 

<< Tou will perceive. Sir, tha.t thefe ate, laaiiy of 
them, hazarded t)u>iigbts, which it wauU ineqiAretiMidt 
jrefle^tion to mature and reduce to pra&ioe. 
. << Tou inquire if Suffolk hemp h oftd for ^pes?— I 
believe, never. It is too fine aild dear$/aitilfiicking is 
priacipaUy made from Ruffian hemp, ftltbou^ tbegffiil 
of EngUAi is fomedmes ufrd. 

« I hope, Sir, you will find the aboreaccouiit 'm 
fome degree fajtrsfaAory $ if you wifli an^ fnrtfam* isfon* 
.mation, I fhall be happy to give it you, as far ts in mf 
power* Tou will be plcafed to make any «fe of theft 
hints you think proper — concealing my same. I have 
ioclofed a few fpecimens of hemp dotf^, ipf difieriai rio- 
grees of finenefs/' 

The Rev. Mr. Mills, of Bury, alfo ynnfe^ ^9$>^ 
« Hemp delights in a black rich moiildi the riehee *^ 
and Aroogerf it is, the better. It has fometimtfl been 

* A I'ich black ftrong foil Is beft for every thing; %ut It 
woidd toe nnicfa difc&urage the culture, if it was ftppefiid tik 
be eflentially neceilary : I have fcen it tfaxiye weU» Ib^a aftdr 
turnips fed off on good common friabie loams; manure will 
tnafce it thrive on acfy except very dry and fteril fofls.---^. r. 

t A £9od and. friable ckjF, well manured with tnnid, will 
anfwer: the foil cannot be too rich. 
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fiywti upon the breaking-np - an oM lay, and where 
there has bicen fufficknt depth, with fncicefs. Let .the 
land be well worked and manured with thirty loads 
s per acre, about a fortnight before feed time, which is 
from the beg^ning to the ead of April; if (own earfi- 
er, .as the. plants are almoft as tender as Trendi-beans, 
^the frcfts. Wodtd greatly Injure, if not totally deftroy 
them; the fooner (the fealbn permittmg) it is fown, the 
l)etter,. though it has been (bawtimes deferred to the 
15th of May. Three buftids and an* half of good 
bt^ht^feed are fuffident for an acte, which fliould be 
gently and lightly harrowed in: the birds muft be kept 
jofftfae land till the plants appear: the time of pulling 
isc about the. beginning of AuguA, or, more properly 
fpeakifig,: thirteen weeks from the time of fowing: the 
leaves turning yellow and the ftalks white, are figns of 
its maturity; the male and female hemp are pulled to- 
•getber: intdieed when the crop is thick, it is impoiCble 
to feparate them. The expenle of pulling is generally 
eftimated at one fhilling per peck, according to the 
qoantity originally Town. 

^ When it is all taken up and bound in iinall bun« 
dies, with bands at each end, to fuch a bigneis as you 
can grafp with both hands, it is conveyed to the pond 
of* ftanding water (if a clay*pit the better,) where h 
is laid bundle upon bundle, direA and acrofs, thus, 
' .. ;^; this is termed a bed of hemp, and after it is 

piled to fuch a'thicknefs, as to anfwer the de^th of 

,thc 
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the woaer (which cannot be be. too deep,"*) it is load^ 
with hhck% and logs of wood, until all^of it is totally/ 
iiiunerfed: after remaimng in this (late fioiirw or fivr; 
days, as' the weather ihali diieft, is is taken odt. and : 
caxxied to.a field o£ after math^ or any.other gtafa, thati 
b clean and .free Irom cattle; the byhdies bdag naded^^ 
it IS fpregd but tUn, ftaik by.ftalk; in tkSaAate it finift 
h(B tamed ^ery other day, efpedally hi moiil:woather9'£ 
Idlkthe worms fliottld hgnre it*, thus It rcmaihs for ibci 
iMeks or more, then k b gathered togeiiaer^ locd im 
large bundles, and kept 4ryt in;a houfc ti& Deoenabeo 
or January, when the flalfcs are brnkeo, aid^therfaadL" 
wholly freed from them,. by an inftrument called a 
braker. Th? art of breaking; it, by a labourer. o£ com- 
mon capacity, would be learnt in a few bours, and the: 
fwingling of it, which follows, ireqcnring fome Height 

as well as labour, though more difficult, might, in a 
litde longer time, be acquired. After breaking and 

fwingling, it is fent to the heckler and hemp-drefler» 

to be prepared for' (pinning, according to the fine- 

nefs deiired. 

' - • «c Should 

^ Tlus deierves expeiimeatal inquiry ; watering hemp is a 
partial rotting through fermentatioo ; the licinity of tbe «l- 
mo(phere muft for that puipofe be ncceilary. The heft hen^ 
ponds I have fecD, have not exceed the depth of five 
ifet, — A. T. 

t It might do as well (lacked If kept perie^ly dry. 
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u aiQUld ^ hkxaf ibdid f «r fted, the yan of it 
^lill wat^ be fi> white, a» it » Mt vttferad, but only 
ipRld oa tlie.gca& for the benefit of the dews; it will 
HOC be inpro^ to dbfenre, ia this cafe, after it is dtd 
in bnodlfiBa it is fet ap IUcb wheat ih ihodcs, till, the 
feed wiU fceeiy ihed, and theti tbreOied oat 
..^^la.ths flaae heop comes from the brake, it will 
ftteh fiDomiKatto 71; 6. psr.ftoae*s in the jtkt x'fi'h 
itlhUaaliigka8 9& .The produce is fo Tariabk and 
VBoMsint idnt in one ieafott n rood asd fix pendiea 
of land liaa:*pvodiicod .leteateeiiL ftone^ .aad sinthfT 
with the ibae adfibre aad aiiutre^ only twelve* 



* The hemp is ded np m Acnes, when it conies frbm the 
brdtei 



"The 
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. M/Htc js)ipfiDcc4 of coltivatiofi nay betbps dlinated: 
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' << The expenfe of breaking hemp, is from i/. to 
IX. 6d. per ftone; the dreffing at the hecklers ix. dil. 

• 'pe* 
ic. a' /. 

* To continue this accotiDt: - - « 4 f •. 

Tithe and rates, fuppofe - - - 060 

The ioweft crop meadoBed, is 48 fiqae per^acxe^ 

let us fuppofe only 40, breaking at zs* jd. 2 .10 q. 

Total, 

raoDuct. 

Forty {lone, at 7s. ... 

Parltamentary duty, 3d. a ({one. 



Expenfes, 

Nest profit per acre, 
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per ftone; tad the fpiftniag {according to the tiaaitb) 
-ftom 7^1 to IS. per clue. A clue is three ikains, a 
ttaxai 18 twenty leas, a lea is forty threads, a thread is 
two yivA when reeled. The wdg^ of a dne vatles 
with the finenefi or coarfebefs of the thi^ead^ 

*< There cannot be much difficidty in a wooUpin- 
ner^s learning to fpin hemp; the nfnalitint of a wo- 
man, is two (kains per day, or from four pence half- 
penny to dght pence, according to the finehefi; from, tSSs 
there are* no deduAions, and the price has been nearly 
the fame for {bme years* 

• << As you requefted, I inquired if a riqh land would 
anfirer f o r the caldvadon of hemp, and whether wheat 
might be ibwn after it. Both thele quefBons were an- 
IRireredin the negative*. And the reaibn affigaed 
agfdnft the wheat was, the lichnefs of the land would 
make it run to ftraw. Oats ia the general crop after 
hemp. Turnips, (own immediately after it, have an- 

fweied tolerably/' ... 

t- . . - .. ... 

* It is common to low wheat after heihp m various pans 
dfthis kingdom, and affi> in France; and it is reckcmed one 
of the btfft preparations for that grain; but upon a rich black 
mould, ^the oBfervation of this gentleman is probably very 
jufl. I have feen very fine hemp on good fands.—^. r. 



Sect. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN: ^ 



Sect. 2. Pafiure. 



The breed of cattle is very indifFerent; far as Htrk 
atfeatioD faas b^n pidd to. their impravemeot as to 
the fertttizing of the foil*. Thia lu^ed cornea. ia aii' 
hwryy ^arge on: the kindled, who could ^ a triflkig. 
expeale intrjOduce that breeds. by which his jtenantry 
Quigbt be materialty bettered. j^Glch cattle are hoofed 
during the wiater, after the sieadows are cut; the 
graft is uQt fiirred for a day; the day foUdwittg k ia 
turned and ieparated -into lap-cockas thele are {hook 
out for feveral daysj a^d m^de a lecond tiikie into lap- 
^ockSj and it becomes qiiite deadj and bleached biefore 
it is tramped. 

The produce of the. mea<kiw is generally from eight 
to twdve or fourteen good horfeJoads per acrei the 
hay however is very coarie and ru(hy» except the mea* 
dow; has been well drained and manured^ which the 
poor facrmer neVer thinks of; Much of their meadow 
ground has been 4)og» which has been cut out, and 
when well levelled they, born the furface, plant pota- 
toes for two years, low one crop of oats, and then let 
out: fome few will procure hay*ieed of the commoneft 
kind, but very generally it is left to thtow up the na- 
tural herbage, which for a year or two is very tolera- 
ble, and. the produce goodj but quickly, degeneratjbs to 
'. " * a coarfe 
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, a coarie ipry gnds, and ruihesy if not manured. This 
negleft ihews their indolence or depraved fyftem ; for 
the manure, which well anfwerft, is a dreffing of afhes, 
which is ever inexhauftible here, and wonld well re- 
pay <beir trouble. ' ^ 

Aa I Itave (hrwn thv proportion of their dUage hxukf 
the ffhwf'^'^r of die farm is appropriated ta grab For a 
Convor twt^ and k is furprifiog, after the S^pftj of i» 
ftmif^ xnSikf Uow mudi hotter they regularly fisad la 
Newry inarketi for the export trade; finall parcels,' 
of comrft, ^m efN:h fcrm, but the aggregate is very I- 
oodfidtf able. The trade of hides is k txiffing as 
fcaredy to dieferve nodce; what this country fupplies 
are ient to Dumdalk, vdue about thirty*five .to fifty (fail-> 
lings pe^ cwt.| butter rates tp ninety-four fluHingS' 
ditto; tallow from {even {hiUbgs and fix pence to» 
ci^it-ifaiffidgs and fix pence per ftoae; but thii aUb of 
fi>. inesofidcrable a quaiMity^ as nothing equal to the 
deoutfidof the country. Of wool, they have none 
firom their own paftures, but it is brought to their 
fairs and markets, from Louth, Meatb,^an(| Weftmeath. 

HKUP. 

Herejblhw tie dirtBiotufir the culture ofthisftani^ mr 
tti<nfiin>f Mr. BiUmgskfj Survey cf Sonterjetjbire^ ^kh 
nviU. he found to d^erfnm tbofi given in tiie Survey (fthe 
County of St^lk^ as apied m the preceding Ji^ion. 

DIltECriOifS 
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DIRECTIONS 

FOR THt 

CULTURE OF HEMP, 

JfROM Tff£ SOMMRSETSHIMM SURFST. 

Thb culture of hemp aad flax agrees in oiany ref- 
peftsi but ia thdr nature and form they are mdely 
different. > Ip flax, the male and female embrio ate 
kxlged in the lame floweri but in hemp the male ta 
found on fome plants, and tht female on others; they 
are, therefore, called mak znAfimakhtmf\ that which 
has only flowers is the ivio/r, and that which has feeds 
18 ibt female hemp. ., Tl^ male is rv>e five or ^yrtekfi 
before the female^ and they both arife from the fiuae 
ieed. 

Hemplikes a deep, rich, dry, fandy loam, and abhors 
a cold wet clay; a piece of woodland, grubbed opj ge- 
nerally anfwers well. It requires frefli land, good til- 
lage, but fddom dong: even land exhaufled with other 
crops, tf well tilled^ will produce good hemp, and if 
properly managed, wiU Jeave the land as dean as a 
garden. • • 

The quantity of feed per acre about three bulhels, 
and time of fowing April or May; great care muft be 
taken to keep off* the birds, for they, are very fond of 
the feed, and their time of feeding is principally before 

? fun- 
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fan-rife, and within half an hour of fun-fet Compleat 
weeding is as neceffary for hemp as for flax. 

About the bq^ning of Auguft the male hemp will 
be ripe, and great care ihould be taken that the pullers 
do not trample and injure the female hemp left ftand- 
ing. It muft be gathered into finall bundles, and no- 
thmg more is neceflary than to dry it in a proper man- 
ner, ib as to make it fit for working; 

In managmg the female hemp, particular regard is 
to be had to the feed; care, therefore, mufi: be taken 
^in drying it. After it is ded up in bundles about the 
fize of a yard round, it Ihould be fet up in the fun for 
I three or four days; but if the weather be difficult, it 
may be Aacked in finall mows of about a waggon-load 
each, where it may remain till it is thoroughly dry, 
and fit to be houfed; a little wet does not injure th^ 
^a/I, but it greatly damages the feed. An acre of land 
will produce from twenty to^ thirty bufhels of feed; 
and the ftalk of the female hemp is more valuable than 
the ftalk of the male. The watering, breaking, and 
-dreffing of hemp, is fb nearly like thoie operations 
on flax^ that I (hall not detain my reader any longer 
ontUs artidey and Oiall only add, that in taany caftfs 
the crop is more profiuble thun that of flax. 



PREMIUMS 
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^RBICIOUS FOR THB CULTIVATION OF HBIIP^ OFFB&ED 
BT THE LINBN BOARD. 



AT a meeting of the rRuSTEES OP THZ LJNMK 

AND HEMP MANUFACrVRB OF IRELAND^ On Tucf- 

day, the 3d of March, 1801. 

Hoh. JOHN BARON VILLON in the Chair. 

The Right Hon. John Fofter reported from the Com- 
mittee a plan of eacouragement for promoting the 
growth of hemp, and the eftablifhment of the fail-doth 
manufactory, which was read and is as follows: 

H£MF« 

The trnftees of the linen and hempen maonfaduref - 
anxious that this kingdom fhodd effeAaally lay hold of 
the preftnt opportumty, which the mtermption of trade 
with the nordxern ftates offers for promottng the 
growth of hemp, and the eftablUhmeat of the fail-cloth 
manufafture, call upon all landholders or farmers t6 
aflift thdr endeavours, by aUotting. fome portion of 
their ground to the raifing of hemp. 

P a They 
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They underftaod it is «8 eafy in its culture as flax; 
the richer the foil and the deeper the loam the better 
vtll be the produce; it ifacceeds admirably in drained ' 
bog manured with afhes; and the truftees propole to 
procure a fuffident number of perfbns properly ikille4 
in the management of it from the time it is ripe for pul* 
hng, until it is made fit for the Iptnoer. 

Thcfe perfons will be ftationed in various parts of 
the kingdom, and orders will be given tb the county 
infpeAors to receive all applications from gentlemen or 
farmers, who may defire their afliftance, and to fend 
them accordingly. 

The truftees will alio ^ve the following boundes, 
and continue them for three years. 



BREAKING AND ^CUTCHING. 



I. For every ftone of Hemp grown in thi^ kingdom 
• in the yeara iSoi, i8o2, and 1803, well broken and 
fcmchcd for the batchel or for cordage, the fum of 
4i/« a&d a further bounty of a complete fet of hemp 
hatchels €o every perfon, who fliall have broken and 
Icutched half a txm wdg)it thereof. 

2. To the owner of any mill or mill machinery, 
wherdn not lefs than thirty tons of found hemp of 
Iri(h growth (hall be broken and fcutchcd perfe^y be- 
fore the ift of June 1802^ the fum of 100/* 

3- To 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OP CAVAN. 2^3 

3* To the owner of any mill or mill machinery, 
which (hall beereAed after the tft of ^ay i8oi» 
'whether^ndrely new, or added to an old mill, wherda 
there (hall be broken and fcntched the greateft qnan* 
tity of found hemp of IrUh growth, between the ift of 
June 1802, and the ift of June 1803, not lefs than 
^50 ton, the fum of i5o/.-^for the next greateft quan- 
tity, not left than 40 ton, between the £dd periods, 
the fum of -loo/* — and for the next greateft qnandqr» 
not left than 30 ton, between the laid periods, the iisai 
of 50/. 

4. To the owner of any mill or mill machinery, now 
or hereafter to be erefted, wherein there ihall be bro- 
ken and fcntched the greateft qoandty of ibond hemp 
of Iriih growth, between the ift of June 1803, and 
the ift of June 1804, not lefs than ipo ton, the fum * 
300/. — ^for the next greateft quantity, not lefs than 
80 ton, the fum of tool. — and for the next greateft 
quantity, not lefs than 60 ton, the fum of looA 

5. For every ftone of hemp of Irifh growth, well 
watered, retted; aftd fcntched, ^hicb (hdl be hackledt 
and drefTed fit for fpinning, between the ift of Au- 
guft^ 1801, and the ift of Auguft, 1804, the fiim 
of 3A 



^flNNINC 
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SPINNING. 



6. For all machinery which (hall be erefteJ, whe- 
ther entirely new or added to old nulls, for fpinning 
hemp or flax for fail-doth| before the firft of Auguft, 
. 1802, to be worked by water or fteam, a fum after 
. ther rate of lar. for eyery fpindle it (hall contain, on 
fiiffident (ecurity being given that the number of fpin- 
dleiB, for which foch premium (hall be received, (hall be 
- regularly kept at work in fpinvit^g hemp or flax for 
three years. 

For this premium the fum of 3000/. will be appro- 
priated — ^and if more than 6000 fpindlcs (hall be claim- 
ed for, the truftees will referve to them&lves the power 
of dividing the (urn of 3000^ rateaUy among the 
claimants. 

7. To the peribn, who (hall fpin fuch 3rarn by fuch 
machinery, before the firft of Auguft, 1804, a fail- 
doth loom made of the beft materials, and on the moft 
improved plan, will be ordered by the truftees 'for 
every two ton of good even merchantable yarn fo (pun; 
every fuch loom to continue the property of the board, 
into who(cfocver hands fuch fpinncr may give it. 



ITINERANT 
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ITINBRANT RBMP DRESSERS. 



AU perfoQs, who can produce /offident proof of 
be'ing perfedUy Ikill^d m the management of hemp 
throughout all its different proccflcs, from th^ time it 
is pglled uDtil it is completely drefled for f[»nning, and 
wi(h to engage vrith the trufteesi are defired to apply 
to thdr Secretary, at the linen office, Dublin, or their 
Agent, Edward Stewart, Efq. Aldermanbury, Lon- 
don ; and the firft twelve, who ihall be approved of, 
will be appointed itinerant hemp dreflers, at 30/. a 
year each, and will have the liberty to receive from 
the perfons, whom they ihall be ordered to attend, 
fuch reafonable allowance as the truftees fhall previa 
oufly fanAion^ 



MILL WRICHT AND MACHINE MAKERS. 



All perfons of this defcription, in Great Britain or 
Ireland, who wifh to be employed in conftrufling any^ 
machinery for the fcutching, drefling, ipinning, or 
weaving of hemp, may regifter their names, charac- 
ters, and prices or terms if they choofe, in the Linen* 

office. 
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office, Dubluii where a book will be kept for the pnr* 
pofe, and be open at all times to the infpeflion of any 
perfon, who may vrifli to ett& machin^y. 

And the fame being read paragraph by paragraph, 
was onanimonfly agreed tOp and ordered to be pub- 
liihed* 

By order of the troftees, 

JAMES CORRT, sec. 



LINEN-OFnCE. 

THE following Letter from the Navy-Office to the 
Lords of the Committee of Conndl for trade and fo- 
reign plantations, has been fent by their Lord/hips' or- 
ders to the Right Hon. John Foster, to be comma- 
nicated to the trnfiees of the. Linen and Hempen ma- 
nufaAures. 

JAS. CORRT, Sec. to the truftccs. 

S/ie, 

Cur Secretary having laid before us your letter of 

the 24th of laft month, tranfmitting, by direction of 

the Lords of the Committee of Council for trade and 

foreign plantations, to whom it had been referred to 

confider 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE COUNtY OF OAVAN. aij 

confider, what meaiinres it may be moft proper to pro- 
pofe to parliament for encouragiog the growth of hemp, 
&c— copies of two trnntttes made by thrir LordAiips 
on the 23d of January and 21ft March laft on that GA* 
jeft, and fignifying thdr Lordflwps* defire, that we ftate 
to -the committee what fteps we have taken in conie- 
quence of the previous commnnications on this fiibjeft, 
and what further fteps we may think necefTary to be 
taken in order to carry the intentions of the commit* 
tee, as exprefled in- the taid minutc> into complete 
execution. 

We defire you will pleafe to acquaint their I^ord- 
fbipS) that, wifhinjg to give all poflible encouragement 
to the cultivation of hemp in Ireland, agreeably to 
their Lordfliips intention, we are willing to engage to 
receive into his majefty's ftores all fuch hemp as may 
be proved to be Irifli growth, and (hall be found fit 
for the navy, for three years, from the prefent dme, 
at the market price of the day, on which the fame may 
be received; and will further engage, that the price 
fliall not, during that period, be lefs than jo/. fterling 
per ton. 

With refpeft to canvas, the only encouragement we 
can hold out to the Irifli manufafturers is, that of not 
fending any from this country for the fupply of hia 
Majefty's fliips ftationed on the coaft of Ireland^ and 
the authorifing our agent, Mr. Browne of Kinfale, to 
purchafe from the Irilh manufafturers, at the market 

prke. 
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price> foch quantities of fail-cloth as may be wanted 
for thofeihips} and allb, when making future contrails 
for the foppiy of that article for the navy, to put the 
Iriih manufafturers upon the fame footing as the ma« 
nufaAurers of England and Scotland, provided they 
naake the article conformably to the exifting a£t of par- 
liament for the manufafture thereof. 

We are, Sir, your very humble fervants, 

A.S. HAMOND, 
J. HENSLOW, 
GEO. ROGERS, 
W. BELLINGHAM, 
S. GAMBIER. 
Navy<lfieef May 8, 1801. 

Sit Stephen Cottrell, 
O)uncil-office. 



Sect. 3. Farms. 



Their farms rate from three to twenty acres, the 
ayerage may be fix; very few of them exceed twenty j 
but on all of thefe farms are one or more cottiers, who 
are bound to work, not in the field, but at the loom, 
for regular day's hire, or at talk work, according to 
agreement.' 

Thefe 
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'Thcfe cottiers are of two dcfcriptions, and their te- 
nure is termed the dry or the wet cot-take, as explain- 
ed in the Monaghan Survey j fuffice it here to mention, 
the former has not the privilege of grazing his cow, 
which the latter enjoys, and the dry cottier pays for 
his houie, garden, and bog-leave, from a guinea and 
an half to two guineas per annum 9 the wet cottier 
from four to five guineas, as he may be fupplied with 
hay» and have one- or two cows. Their landlordism 
obliged to repair their houfes; the breach of this cove- 
nant caufes great diflentions. 

The fmall wages of the dry cottier, even with hb 
wife's indufiry, are infufEcient to procure the commoa 
neceflaries, much lefs the comforts of life for his 
wretched family. 

The farmer or the employer, who is more commonly 
called the manufaAurer, lives well, and has a good 
profit from the induAry of his cottiers; a pig, a finall 
tub of 'butter, and a calf, pay its rent ; for thefe peo- 
ple hold their lands on very eafy terms. A manufac- 
turer, who is able to work four looms in his own houfe 
and employ his cottiers> £x)n acquires a comfortable in- 
dependence. A weaver can, in general, earn from 
twelve to eighteen pence per day, according to his at- 
~^ tention or the goodnefs of his warp, at ta(k-work, and 
at daily hire from eight pence to twelve pence; fbme- 
times the demand is fb great, as thdr wages confidera- 
bly multiply, and at other feafbns thisy are much re- 
duced : 



Digitized by 



Google 



t^ STATISTICAL SURVEY 

dnced: a flovenly and d]rry mode of living, and 'wretch- 
ed appearance of economy is too prevalent, and eafily 
accounts for th^ rapid and unufual exten£on of infefti- 
ons.diforders amongft this cJafs of people. 

The leaies are generally for twenty-one years and 
one life, or three lives, or thirty-one years 5 and the 
jniddle-men, who have been the bane of this country, 
are not fufFered to f enew their leaies — ^the landed pro- 
prietors are at length fenfible of their deftru£tive inter- 
ference, and feem combined together and deteriained 
to refift them with vigour and hoftility. 

Too oftea we here find thefe leafes bear die veftige 
of feudal tq>preffion, and the miierable tenant loaded 
with innumerable duties ; fuch as duty work, duty 
fowl, duty yarn, which at the period of the date of the 
leafe were cent, per cent, cheaper, and of lefs value 
than the rute of this day, and yet are ftill fliamefully 
exaQed. How cruel is it to exa£l.a peafant's labour, 
and i\M of his horfes at many miles diftance from hk 
habitatioh^.and give him nrither. payment nor entertain- 
ftient for himfelf or his .cattle ? . 

The county as well as the paiifli taxes < are very 
fmall, but in this barony are extremely unequaUy laid 
on 5 referring the reader to the firft chapter and third 
fe£lion, relating to the divifion of the county by car- 
vaghs, it may tend as a further illuftration of tjiat ab- 
fnrb and unfair afle/Tment, to mention that it frequent- 
ly occurs here, that in one town-land are ten c^rvaghs, 

and 
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and- bat ooe ia the adj<Niuog land: ibme of theft coot 
taiQ thirty acres^ others Dot five acres, yet vdll thefe 
five pay as much cefs as the thirty, and do material 
diilcreDce in the value of the ground* County eels may 
average fix peace per acre, and parilh cefs one peuny. 
As I have already fhewn that labour is principally per- 
formed here with horfes, the proportion of cattle em* 
ployed is one to five acres, bought in after harveft 
three years old, and ibid out- in May ox June follow* 
ing} their place is then fupplied with a cowj they are 
fond of dealing in horfe fie(h, though they rear but 
few foals, and they generally make money of thsmp 
befides getting their labour. 

; Their fences are remarkably bad, loofe ditches made 
of fione, fbds or clay, without either gripsor quicks^ 
a fliameful negleA of this moft neceflary branch of 
hulbandry is too obvious in many of the landy^ eves 
of the gentry; a temporary fence of fods joo oitsu io^ 
dofes the com and potatoe plots, which are levelled 
when the crop is taken off the ground -, where quicka 
arc carefully attended to, they grow in great vigour^ 
and very rapidly, which ihews how well the foil agrees 
with this tnoft ufeful and ornamental divifion of lands; 
and the ca]Htal inclofures of Mi*. Moore at TuUavin» 
and the healthy and ornaou^ntal hedges at Mr. Brun- 
ker's, at Ballgreen, fliould be a ftimulus to the odgh- 
bouring gentry, to follow fuch'fpirited improvers. 

Very 
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Very littk attendon has yet been applied to drain- 
ing, and this prindpally confined to the cut-out bogs, 
which will repay this expenfe. 

'Marie and lime are excellent manures for this foilj the 
former is not very eafily attainable, and the latter, which 
is (b very powerful in thefe deep clays, is unhappily 
from ten to twelve miles diftant. The ftupidity of the 
peaiants in the conveyance of this manure to thdr 
lands is extraordinary; they prefer carrying the ftone 
in its raw ftate, which they ^re obliged to purchaie, 
to the burning of it at the quarry, when three dmes 
the quantum of lime could be brought home for the 
fame expenle. 

Kilns are numerous in the vicinity of the quarries, 
which they could readily hire, and have this valuable 
manure at a much cheaper rate-, but their neglefb 
in this pardcular can be only imputed to their love 
of money, which they cannot bear to part with; for 
they coniider it a much greater lofs and expenie to pay 
for the load of ftone, than the labour of their horfe, 
and near two days work,, which are loft bringing it 
home. 

The favourite manure amongft them is aflies, as be- 
ing the ieaft expeniively procured; they now very fre- 
quently burn the deep heavy bottom lands in fummer, 
which they leave in heaps till (pring, to mix with the 
dung for potatoes, and fometimes they plough this 
compoft into a poor oat ftubble. 

But 
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But the eifedt of lime on fuch lands is extraordhxa- 
tjf in the rapid reclamation and total change of fbiL 
The coft of the ilone at the quarry, one (hilling ^^d a 
penny per ton, and from five to fix ihillings additional 
coft for. drawing home. The expenfe of breaking and 
burning increafes the charge very confiderably, much 
above the means of a poor peafant, to allow him to 
give his lands the due proportion; they are neceflarily 
ftinted, but they find the greatefi benefit even from the 
fcanty fupply they can afford. It is frequently ftrewed 
over with their hands when the crop is fowed, which^ 
they are afiiired, afiifts it, and alfo prevents the feveral 
roots, which they often materially fuffer from. Marie is 
partially /ound at the bottom of hills, and in the bogs: 
they remark thaf the crop fown on ground, which has 
been marled, is generally very weak, eafily laid down 
in a bad harveft, and exceedingly prone to weeds j but 
they confider it good for grafs lands, which in a lighter 
foil I have known marie to burn and exceedingly in- 
jure, though it might affift them if under tillage. 

The coft of manuring and reclaiming an acre of 
ground here will fully amount to twelve pounds, over 
and above the value of the firft year's crop^ but evca 
this well repays, as the foil after liming yields excellent 
crops, and is moll durable for niany years; with a lit- 
tle refreihment occafionaliy, it becomes mod valuable 
and certain land, which no drought of feafon can mar- 
terially injure. 

ON 
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ON DRlXX«HU8BAKDRTy THE CONNECTION 0# TILLAGE 
AND STOCK FARMING^ COURSE OF CROPS, THEIR 
MANAGEMENT, AND GENERAL REMARKS THEREON. 



This mode of fowing grain, which i$ fo rapidly 
coming into ufe, ought to dieet every furtbetance and 
encouragement i and where the foil can be managed 
wUb the drilling machine, the farmer fliould by all 
means procure it. Complicated as it appears in the 
annexed plate, which is an improvement on Cooke's 
patent drill machine, yet it only requires to be feen and 
examined, to convince us, that much ingenuity has been 
fuccel^fully exerted to render it more cfkObrc^ and 
more fimple than any, which has been hitherto in- 
vented* 

For a particular explanation of this improved plan, 
and the directions for its uie and management, I refer 
my readers to the condufion of this volume, where it 
is ^ven inthe words of the inventor* ' 

The great regularity and exadnefs, with which the 
work of this machine is performed, is a very ftrong re- 
commendation to the drilling fyftem in general, as it 
coincides with the great and general principle of eco- 
nomy and method, which is a leading one towards per- 
fection in every art^ and in none has it hitherto been 

more 
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Inore fhamefoUy neglefted/ than ib the important por- 
fait of s^riadture. Whatever tends to redify this 
niiftake ia hi^y defirable^ and by this mode of hti£- 
bandry the foil cannot be orercharged ixrith graiia^ 
which is an error of twofold evili as bdog'aUb'a wafke 
' of leedi nor in the' other -extreme is it' ibwn with too 
icanty a pordon, too lights or ' too heavy a monlSag ; 
in the fiune operadon, by ^irtiich the grain is' left hi the 
ibit, it is ibffidently^ covered, an' evident iavingrin la* 
boQrj nor m the wetteft feafona vdU corn be laid, 
which is fown after this mode. 
' The farrow, in whidi^the grain is depofited^can be 
made to any depth, accordlhg to the nature of the ^; 
this is readOy <fifli0gaiflied by obfervatioa on thie depth 
- from the fbrface, at wiiich' the coronal roots ftriker oft 
In -early vegetation. This remark holds good as to 
everytnode of plongfaing, and onght to be partiadarly 
attended to. The hoe, than which there is no machine 
yet invented of (nch great' effeft in the modem hniban- 
dry, coimes here into fnll play$ and if we only coofider 
that the iidts of the earth, which- are the food of plants, . 
are fo plentifttUy applied to thdr roots at every operation 
of this inftramen^ which removes the exhaufted ibil» 
and fdpplies a new. portion of revigorkting matter, we 
inoft be fenfiUe of Its value andgreat^unportance.. 

fit green c^ops, which are now fo niUverfaUy ooming 

into rqHite, and on which the fuccefs of both ftock sind 

tillage hufbahdry fo greatly depend, the hoe is the 

<l, main' 
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mmattffotL Tllbigehvfbaadry isaUbdepqidaatai 
^fttok cfQpey. «s ibfff umgonxt, after aa cihaiiiKng 
40ftn cn^ itock kufbandryi at £rom t^Wi the f^pdi 
and moft tanriaat fiipply of U^ti, m prooiv^d ia uria- 
-fllr and 4»uig* bcsce fdllovH^ 'that lo fa& a tiiUiige -far*- 
«er be moft have Stocky afld to be a Aock ftfaaer be 
*wft bate tiUagc^ and the great iecret ^ gpod fainuiig 
is to kc tfade two frntwu be jnutoaUy iotervFcrreni 
jgreaii ciope are ^dooblieft the fQre'dqietfdbice of tAitir 
knitiai Iboeefs. The firft Md great cooiideiratiM to 
a fiurmer muft be to eocreafe Ue dnighttli thi^ infofcs 
a valuabk -^sedii 4ro|i^ wbUh meliorftt;^ aod prepares 
the leil for^^oom ei«f>^ fboold«ode<>f fcUow is ihes 
^ac dw d cJ , the Ihtka of the ggean cfipp pt ododug iaa 
greater dcgrae Ihe melkuratioB ^ the ioilj diaa the ef- 
feAs of the foa'or the atmo^ere on an eKpdfcd fi4« 
low, wMoh ttamt pudidMB fanners liow deny to be of 
laateiial jerrioe bat the reverfe. A very emiaent ago- 
•cotewift aflbtSy die jnore that the finl is jriongbed in 
fioMBer^ the BK>re is At ycffluMe food efchanOed. 

It fecms now move gener^Hgr ttbe wdefifcood and 
adopsedf diat two com crops flionld not be in iodoeiS- 
on, and there is no oocafion fbrfaUowj a green crop 
will refkve and revigorate what a corn crop has es- 
Jianftedj £> that a jodidoos btesmiztinre is only i^qoi- 
fiie €0 keep the groond in beart9 and in condaual 
ykUUpg) even to two or three crops of pardcBfaa''ldnda 

in 
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10 -the one fk^on, fiiified to particular foils, as dovcr, 
potMocsi &c. 

|Io vegetable crop is more grateful In its return 
flun {he potatoe, v4th due culture $ all the feiSlizing 
tfk&s of ihade are produced, and it is now become of 
1^ great importance in the food of beafts, as it has beei^ 
ttpe ii^aiA dependence of the food of man in this ifland. 
Ic woqld be impertinent for me, who hare hid but Uttle 
to do with experimc^ntal farming, to offer any remadcs 
ouj^ culture of this vs^luabk root; I would refer my 
reader to the ii^enious DoAor Maunfell's experiments 
aad bints, and oply bf^g leave to,o|)ferve, th^ whatever 
tends .to inulty>ly their produce > defirable, whether 
it is ftfiahied by ftioots, by fcooping, or by the variou; 
other experiinent^> which ikve ib much food, that hi* 
iberto Went to wafte. 

. Doftor Maonfell is clearly in favour of jaying ftrong 
fiioots in driUs, covered firft with dung and then with 
day, which latter 11; often applied as the. ilalk ihoots 
up. Tlus mode faves twelve barrels of twenty /lone 
to the acre9 which is the proportion <^ feed neceflaryi 
fi:om thele (hoots on one acre one hundred barrels 
have been produced, and the parent potatoe neither 
hurt nor 4iininilhed. The DoAor advifes, that as the 
farcaer opens his potatoe hole for his own ufe or foe 
macket, the ftrong hale flioots only fliould be pre- 
iierVed, neithout cruftiing or ipoiling them, and lai^ 
length ways on each other, covered with a little earth, 
0^2 which" 
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which will keep fafe for a month in that ftate, and the 

vegetadoQ thus promoted: and he (ays, if planted earlj 

in the year, and tranfplanted in March, they will yield 

a good crop of early potatoes in May, by which means,' 

with a little dung, a iecond crop can be had the iame 

year. How many millions of barrels of feed would 

Aus be faved every year for the food of man and beaft j 

how many mlHions of barrels encreafed, and, of courft^ 

what an addition to the wealth of the nadon? ^ • :- 

How rapidly is ground brought into heart by gfcea 

crops? — ^Let us appropriate a certain portion of land ia 

this hu(btodry for feeding ftock in the houie; the ma* 

nure thus acquired will be ihffident to cover doubk 

the quantity of land the fiicceeding year, and- the ibil 

thus employed the laft year is now in high vigour for 

a luxuriant corn crop* This is a method, which is par- 

fued by Mr. Fofter, whom I have ipoken of In the pre* 

ceding chapter, who thus makes a rapid and extenfive 

improvement : the produce of manure from one acre <>f 

green crop highly manuring two acres the fucceedlng 

year, and fo in proportion to any extent he pteafes thus 

to occupy. *• 

It will thus appear very manifeft, that fuperior ad- 
vantages refult from ftall-feeding than from permittiog 
the flock to range their paftures } in green ^rops it is 
undeniable, that half the produce is wafted and tFam«> 
pled in feeding off the field; and it is very clear, that 
ftock turned into grafs lands in fpring nip the blade (b 

dakf 
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dde, thttf if t hot fuimner fucceeds, the root$ of the 
grafi are burned; but the (bperior thrifts in eyery fenfe 
of the wordy and more particularly in its allufion to the 
better condition and improvement of cattle, Is very evi- 
dent/ when we fee them fb much fconer prepared for 
market in the flail, than they are on the beft pafturage; 
li they require the more attendance, i» not that repaid 
tenfold in the value of their manure? and as thus 
they are fhdtered from the winter's blaft, fo alio are 
diey from the fummer's fim and flies, which annoy 
them fo extremely. 

Let us extend our confiderations on this fabjeft to 
the utmoft, which is the food for milch cows; we find 
on vegetable crops, even on the potatoe itfelf, that the 
milk is furprifingly increafed; and the confinement of 
milch cows in great cities throughout the year, during 
which time a new calved cow will pvt milk, and thrive 
lb well, as to fell out at near fifteen per cent, higher 
price than flie was originaily purchaied for ^tfai her 
calf at her foot, proves that conftant houfing is not de- 
trimental. 

Nor with the other animals, which conftitute the fdbd 
of man, and which the farmer prepares for marked as 
the flieep^ and the hog, wiH a partial confinement be 
left defirable } comfortable recefles and a fufficiency of 
proper food will forward them much more th«i a irange 
of paftore, and cut off the poilibiKty of numerous lofl^s 
and cafualties, to which they are expofed abroad. With- 
out entering into the minutiae of the quantum of flock 

of 
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of each kind^ to be appropriated to the pQiahef of acMSy 
which would be only a copy from X9aQy Jndigioiit 
aothorsy I pals to the next cafe^ which is the manage- 
ment of the duDghill, that now fa rapidly increafes; 
the lite of this heap ihoold be a level plain, as b^ing 
moft favourable to fermenutiQa, which ought to be 
moft particularly attended to ^ a due degree of air and 
m(»fture promotes.this. effcft, and too much of ei^er 
will oppofe it ; thus, dmig^pits, which are a reiervoir 
for water, chill ^nd deftroy the fermentadon, or tb« 
falts, which are produced from it. In foroiing the 
dunghill, care (hould be taken not to comprefs k too 
much, as this e&chides the air ; and a covering over the 
heap is often ufed by Engliih farmers to hafien^tbc 
fermentation, and alio ta prevent the natural mooAoxe 
of the dung^Ul being evaporated by the atmofphere. 
^ Some are fo esuQ in the management of the dui^lul^ 
as to ereA a roof over the heap, and endole it with 
walls to prevent waHe, to pave the floor with ievend 
channels^ leading to a dftern, which catches the inoi& 
ture, with which they make various compofls for their 
fcveral odcafions. 

boubtlefs^ k Is the. bufixieis of the farmer to iocreafe 
bis dunghill by all means ; the molflure, which flows 
from the heap, will quickly change many fubftaiices» 
iS turf mould, earth, &c. to tkh compofti » and it is 
well known, there is no richer manure, (for fmt foilft 

the 
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the beft of all) than tarf moold, with which catdc hare 
been Httered. 

OoTer 18 a moft vahiable crop; the farmer^ who ibwt 
wheat after it, will hardly wi(h for a fi uth e r expert^ 
ment : the foil is rendered partiodarly appropriated for 
this firong grain, and the crop is luxniiant and re* 
markably free from weeds, and feme hare aflfamed k 
is lefs liable to mildew, than the crop ^eldtd after n 
fummer^s fallow. In the fowmg of this crop» it hm 
been incontroverdbly proved, that the earfieft Ibwa 
crops have the fnreft and moft certain yielding; per* 
haps this remark may only hold good, as Inhed to die 
quality of the f(Ml, or the temperature of the climate, 
which is much rather to he accounted for in its varia^ 
dons, by the elevadon of the fiirfaoe, or die furroond- 
ing natural caule8,[a8 wood, water, Sec* than thatsiny 
material dilFcrence can takC' place in the narrow lati^ 
tude of the country. 

Vetches are a very revigoradng crop ; how Uttlc are 
they cultivated In Ireland, or thdr efPefts known, when 
in lb fine a foil as the Queen's County poffifles, I waa 
there informed, they were confidered rather as an ex* 
haufting crop, becaufe fome unfortunate caihaldes oc« 
curred to a fpirited and judidous farmer^ who introdn* 
ced their cultqre. No crop fo imme£ately readers a 
field a complete dunghill, or prepares it for any hul^ 
bandry % after a wheat crop is taken up, the flubble 

fliould 
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AdbH have a little dong (dooghed ia, and xraiter yctches 
ibw.Q, 'which yield a fine fupply of green food» and by 
the dme of thdr conTampdon, the land is .free for a 
crop of potatoes^ Sec This valuaUe crop is alfo known 
by; another diftia£UQn» that of tares^ which, when fown 
in. ipring, bring the Jand into fine preparation for a crop 
of wheat the foUowkq; antnmn. Rs^pe, cabbages, and 
tnmips are moft profitable vegetable crops, and in 
drained bog, or moor which has been previoofly drain-, 
ed, have been very Inxnriant; and I have never ieen 
moor laid down in greater heart, or a better crop of 
each, than of turnips and rye grafs thereon, the foil 
halving been well . manured with a loamy limeflone 
graveL . 

' Oats will, in every foil, yield abundantly after thefe 
crops,, partkalarly in improved bog, which has produ- 
ced many and fuccei&ve crops of this grain, without 
any apparent diminution, and without any other ma- 
niire» but what was introduced with the prig^al green 
crop. What an encour^ement is here for the recla- 
madon of the extenfive waftes of this foil, which could 
fo.ea£ly be brought into great profit : and, after a long 
return of thia. grain, whfm.let out to grals, what fine 
white clover does it naturally yield after lime, lime- 
ftpne gravel,' burning, or other calcareous applications? 
Nor in the produce of the potatoe is it lefs grateful, 
and, in this particular, it effefls a complete change in 
the feed of that vegetable, which is fo nece/Tary to be 

changed 
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change 10 prevent th^ d^g^aera^oo, which it cerlaiidjr .. 
tends to, when fiicceffively fown in the Tame f(^. 

Hence follows a courfe of cropsj which ha^ tjccn ro- 
comaended for this conntrjr. 

'Potatoes^ Wheat, .. 

Flax, Vetches, 

Potatoes, Winter Barley, 
Oats, Pouioes. 

Clover, 

Or in moory ground preparing for grafs. 

Potatoes, Oats, . 

Oats, Potatoes, 

Do. Grafs feeds. . 

I omittarnips, rape, cabbage fcc. becanfe tbey have* 
fo little ufe her^ for thefe green crops, being foarcdy^ 
at all difpofed of for fattening ftock, as mnft appear from: 
the preceding fheets; bnt, (hould they choie tocuhif; 
vate rape for the feed, a mode of hnfbandry which« 
wonld tell here, let the laft crop of the firft dafs ba 
rape, and alio be the fobflknte for the latter crop of 
potatoes in the iecond dafs. 

In fo fmall a portion as a farmer in this coontry now 
occupies, the land mnft, of courfe, be judfcionfly di-; 
vided, lb as to yield a litde of each ; a due econoiipy and 
regard to this management would greatly facil|taiie'toeK. 
thod and regularity, which are here as much wanted^ 
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as they are efleodaHy requifite to fuccefsfti fitrmtng: 
they create a taftc for the purfiiit of ^^cnlture, and 
are the encouAgcinetit to its perfcftion ; the manage- 
ment of the meadow muft alfo come into due confide 
ration, wWch muft be affifted by ftrface dreffings, bat 
no richer mannrc of this dcfcription baa yet been ap- 
plied, than irrigarioo, or the admifioa of water to flow 
gendy over ibe fnrface. 

This hitherto negleftcd art in hnfbandry has been 
bnt of late years introduced amongft us, though its 
origui, in other countries, is very andent. Nothing 
more valuable ran be applied to alight 3ry foil ;• if the 
after-grafs is intended for Iheep, great care muil be ob- 
lenred, to put on that kind yon intend for market $ as 
qmckly as they fatten te ^ grafts they {boM be fold 
00*^ for, ifter tbey are fat, they affnrckUy tend to 
ri»$ and for the famp reafoo, if yon tntenid yout pa£* 
M^ ibr ewes and iambs in the fu^uner; yon nmft is« 
rigate only in tihe winter' months. 

In ornamental improvonents, the netdng or paSag- 
in the Bode muft be ob£enred, to preferre the plantar 
tions, and alfo that the grafs iaatf be eaien doTe, which 
id tins ftafco has a more rafid regetadon, and more 
qtfeklt^jmgGt wjihont exhaui^ the foil. 

Any jMqr, tha^produces ihadef will fiend to aifift the 

meadow^&r ^ purpoSbpocatoe ftalks are a good aw* 

^ ' ' • • • Bor^ 

• Sec the Queen's County Report, Page 77* 
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ifttfe^ -suid Ac MR ffonik'iiuat'nas' hctn iuovm to 'be z 
mueE uxore reitigoratmg fdbftanee than ftable dting^ 
' fhoagh kfr^trtoes are exhanfted after a year or two at 
OttmtA. One obierratioD fliould be attended to, to 
t>/eferve the hay as green and as fkppy as poffible^ and 
ft> drafUr ik home to the haggard as foon as it is faved : 
tboA i^e.qnanMKB of hay is (aved, which now goes to 
wafte in the tops and bottoms of tramp cocks, the 
ground they Icldd and bnrn Is preferved, and the fine 
tfter^afe is faved, which is generally trampled and cut 
CO ple<;e8 In its beft Ttgonr, where the hay is nfiialljr 
drawn off after the barveft is completely got np^ 
. The finaller the fixe of the grais cocks, the qnicker 
ia the operation of laying the hay; by frequent turnings 
rather- infide out, and occasionally joining two in one, 
the fap and coloar i» much better preferred, thian by 
^reading it out and bleaching it, which is the moft eC> 
feftnal method to deftroy both. 

No crop requires more particular attention in thi^ 
comty than that of flax, which is their main fupport^ 
indeed on which th^ir very exiftence depends ; it is 
fttim this the rent is had, and from this the ftock of 
provifions is imported, which, doubtlefs, they hate not 
a fufficiency of at home, of any article, potatoes alone 
excepted. Nor is there any crop ib injudidoufly culd- 
▼ated ; it has been fofrom its carlieft introduAion here, 
and wiH continue fo, as long as the wearer embracer 
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the {>jiiioeis of 4iCr> fanner^ ta.tte oaoifcft uunryc (rf* 
e»cb.of thefefeveral»andihould.bc» J^i^caUtng^ i 

I have eodcayoucedi ta the beg^oing.of the twelfth 
cbaptpr of the Monaghan Survey, to poiotout thegreit 
defe£t8 ia praftice in that county in flax bulbandryi 
thpy exaftly apply here, and I recommend the readiag 
of that part, whichis fclcAed froo^ the 190ft ei^ptricnoeil 
writers, and whicV are lb firifUy cooianaot to reafom. 
I cannot but repeat it here, that it is a groft and evi^ 
dent bigotry alone, which weds. us to the ridicukNit 
cuftom of deftroying our. ieed» stnd thus trufting, eyery 
year, for.ouxTupply to nations, -with whom we are at 
HTue m the linen manufaAure^ who dombtlisra will keep 
the beft materials for their fiiccefs at hoo^e, and iend us 
the^refufe ;, besides, we depend on the uncertain ele* 
ments for the.fafety of that feed, and import it at dou- 
ble the coll we could ourfelves rear it ; and if we were 
more exaA in our flax dreifing, the very crop We rear 
for feed would alfo yield the fineft thread, which' is 
mcontxovertibly proved m Flanders, and the Low^« 
Countries, where they iave all the (bed, and moke from 
the flax, which afforded that fapply, the fineft laoes, 
which we nor any other nation ever yet produced any 
thing equal to* . 

How great, then, is the lofs to the nadon on tUs 
one article i how confiderable an acquifition would it be 
to the poor man of this country, to explode it, when 

the 
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the feed of his flax plot, if faved, woald yield after the 
rate of ten pounds valne per acre ? 
' In couiltries; ixrhich enjoy the advantages from this 
viduable article^ the feveral ftages of flax-dreffing are 
the employments of ftvcral difttnft trades. The fanner 
nerer meddles in the drefling; to efieA the culture 
properly is^fufficient for him, and in hackling alone 
they have from three to four operators, \i^ho'are each 
confined to a particular degree of finenefs ; thus the 
fineft of all jpafles through the hands of four hacklers^ 
at leaft, and Ibmetimes more. ' 

* Ih a. county fo much under tillage as Cavan, and di- 
vided into fuch Tery fmall farms, when a clover patch' 
18 fo defirable for the peaiant's cow, it is a favourablef 
circnmftance^ that -flax and clover agree ib well toge- 
ther, though the intermixture -of their culture is fo 
neglected. In farming fodeties, a fmall premium of- 
fered for this defirable improvement would ibon fiiew 
the great benefit which would refult from it, and would 
enfure its general adoption. 

This cottfideradon leads to that of the miferable fiate 
oFthe peafanfs hovel, which it ought to be oA of our 
firft endeavours to improve, as it not only prevents the 
unhappy calamity of fever, which no feafoo, of latter 
years, has yet deprefled, and- which has raged ixath 
great peftilence in this country: but alfo, by making 
the calun neat, cleanly, and comfortable, it endears his 
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borne to the pea&a^ and may ferve to check the maniii 
for emigration, which lias had fucb a general influence 
ibrot^gh this provinccy and no where more ftf oogljr tha<i 
here. How eafilj is this defirable improyemient obf 
tained^ by the authority of the landlord, who (hould 
iqake it a binfng clabfe in his leaie.? But as the bopea 
of reward will more generally prexail, than obUgadon, 
(even to our own intereft,} this flumld alfobe the cop- 
cern of a farming fodety^ and very liberal pr^am^^ 
beldout for fiifb iipprovements,, which would qr^aie'^ 
emulation prodnftive of health and dvijizatiqn. 

If a due portion of their fubTcripdons were api^oeri- 
ated to inch improvesicnts, to parents rearing their 
^children to induftry, and to the furtherance of moraiityji 
* ^en would of conrfe fbUow a tafte for the improve- 
qtent of agriculture^ wUch they will n^Ter think of no* 
til they are made comfortable at hom^y ^d (hewn the 
way from acquired experience, to.eairn a .cpippeoe^op 
and independence for themfelv^. 

It is fuch defirable improveynentS} which will prqdpce 
a refpefUble yeomanry, and truly dfilize the ignorant 
pea&nt of Ireland ^ it is ftch, which U!iU teach him the 
value of the conltitutionf whole deareft privileges he 
will then fully enjoy, and mU more japidly reform hit 
i|iin4 virtually to due obedience and refpeft for the 
bws, Aan the terror and ftrength of miliary forces 
'^hich now alone preferves us from the rapine and 
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Jicendoufiiefs of foperltition, ignorance, diiafTeAion^and 
poverty. 

Melancholy as is this pi6hire, yet it is evident that 
a qnick and rapid reform could be produced, were it 
ferioufly undertaken. 

It is indeed worthy the moft exalted confideradon, 
and is the duqr and intereft of every landed proprietor 
to promote, by every poilible means i the refources 
and wealth of the nadon are great, and when the war 
required voluntary contributions, as remarkably liberal 
was the public fpirit. In no inftance could it be more 
eminently ufeful than in this, in which we ihouldj 
doubtlefs, have a blefSng from that providence, which 
do%hteth in Y^orks of charity, and proipers the humane 
purpofes of man. Do not thefe reflexions lead to the 
defirable wifli, that the nations of the earth would ra« 
ther feek to improve their agriculture, and to better the 
condition of their poor, than to extend thei^ conquefti^ 
by which each of thefe important concerns muft be 
jicgififted, and which tend to thdr general deftnic- 
tion ? 



Seer. 4. 6/Mmrf Smbpas. 

f 

The population of this diftriA is very great 1 few 
town-lands, which h»ve not from twelve to fifteca f^ 

ffiitesy 



Digitized by 



Google 



t4o STATISTICAL SURVEY 

miliesj and ibme from twenty to thirty ; and fix fools 
may be rated to each houfe. 

The Roman Catholics have in numbers a confidera- 
ble majority. 

The Preiby terians arc alfo very ftrongi and thofc of 
the eftablifhed church lefs confiderable of any. I have 
never feen a country, -where there are fo many relip- 
OU8 feds ; in the town of Cootehill aire no Ids than fik 
different houfes of worfhip, befides the parilh chttrch. 
The vicinity of this diftrifl has many villages, or rather 
market towns, where yarn and webs are the prtndpaiy 
or rather the only commodities. Provifions very fcl- 
dom appear for fale, as the weavers till joft enough of 
land to aiford them potatoes, oats, and the flax plot. 
Thefe articles of food are thdr befl fare, with butter^ 
'milk ; the butter and the hog are now ient to market, 
which, before the war, were confiimed at home, but 
are now luxuries, which are only tafted on particular 
feftivals. 

The miferable eiTefts of the late years of dearth are 
very viiible in the drefs of the lower order, who are 
wretchedly clad, and their children almofl entirely naked ; 
white and blue frizes are worn by the men, and the 
women are more commonly clad in tt>ttons than in 
fiuffs, which have been fo flunfily made of latter years, 
MM have almoft entirely ruined that trade throughout the 
nation. 
* * The 
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The prices 6f thdr frizes, froia 2/. to ir. &. 
'jicr yard, atid they ate retf codrfe. The pnde 
bf lfl(bbor varifed^ as there is fb little demand for hired 
ideii b the fidd. A labourer, for sk Ay 6^ two; b fuf- 
fident to kOat tht in^W farmer for his feaibn's vorlf, 
for n^hkh he rectfvdi from fikpence hsQ^peDny to One 
fluinng and a penny per day, with his diet ; the gen- 
tleman, wh6 has conftaht work for a labourer, pays the 
4ttiy labonref Or fpsflpeeti from tea pence to thirteen 
pence per day, throii|;h the year* This feems to be 
die afpkSatkn <tf a daily labourer throughout Ireland, 
which arguetf the antiquity of this diftinAion firom the 
cotder, add pethaps may be dius accounted for. 

The cuftom of hiring labourers t6 aOift in the worlL 
of the fsLrA was dOilbtlefs praAifed by the moft an- 
dent, as well as the pfd^t race of farmers $ but we 
learn, that with f&em' th^ afliKants were only caHed 
In during the cutting of tW harveft, ' as each deUomlna- 
tida of land had always as Mny men allotted by the 
chief of the diftrift, to refide thereon,* as were fuffidcnt 
fO cultivate it ; and I h'aVe feen the remarks of ibme an- 
tiquaries, who (ay, fo attentive were the natives to this 
dlvifion of the farmers, that a law exited, binding their' 
paftors to keep ftrift aitcount 6f the increale of males* 
dh each town-land, whom, whto arriv^edai a ceitaiii'age, 
the paftors were obliged to repoA, as being eligible 
to be i^ent'to'refidt in a neighbouring land, which'mighl 
be defident ih its niibber of wdrking men, a caTualty 
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which often occurred, the country being a)moft in con- 
tuiaal warfare; and he aflertSj lb careful were the k^ 
giOators of the importance of the due regards to agrU 
culture, and that on it depended the wealth of the ftate, 
that by this law relating to hu(bandry, the womea 
were obliged to work in the field, when war or other 
oeceflity of their chief called their men from home. 

In the Irl(h language j^ is the fcythe or the (icide. 

The native hujbandtnan was thence named the fpalp% 
which fignifi^d the barveft cutter, and this man was 
confidered to have acquired the whole artof huft>andry> 
and held a fort of diflindion over the other labourers. 
When the prcfi of harveft feaibn arrived^ and from the 
uncertainty of the weather they found it neceflkry to 
call in ai&ftants or other fpalps, they fufiered the 
younger or lefs experienced farmer to handle the (ickle, 
at whole firft introduAion a particular and pious cere* 
mony was performed, and before its celebration he 
dared not to prefume to handle the iickle^ and he 
Was termed lYit fpalpeen^ or the young and unexperi- 
enced harveft-cutter. Een^ in the Irifh language9 at 
the final of a word, always fignifies fmall, or rather 
contemptible, and to this day the fpalpeen has that fig- 
nification, even with thofe, who do not underftand the 
language. The working hufbandmen of Ireland are 
univerially diftinguiihed, as the cottier, or the Ipaipeen; 
the wages and privileges of the former fully double 
thofe of the latter, and it is well known, that herds of 
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a, called fpalpeens, regularly come every harveft 
from the counties of Cork, and Kerry, and parts of Con- 
naught, into the corn counties of Leinfter, to reap the 
barveft, and the fanners entirely depend on them. In 
this country there arf no cottiers to the farmers, but 
the manufaftnring cotders, and with the gentry a few 
labourers have the ufiial privileges of a cow's grafs 
and hay, houfe, garden, and turf-bog, and feven 
pence or eight peace per day through the year; this 
man lives comfortably with the induftry of his wife 
and family. So great is the demand for labour during 
the turf-cutting, as the bleach-greens, which are nume* 
rous, coniume ib much fuel, that all the women and 
children are employed in this ieafon; the former will 
earn from fix to right pence, and the latter from three 
pence to fix pence per day. 

The tithes cannot be faid to be at all oppreflive here, 
except in the mode of collefting, which pafling 
through fo many hands, and leaving a profit to each» 
malces it (evere on the poor man, whom the collector 
too generally extorts from. The glebe of Dromgoon 
parifli, which is naturally not a bad ibil, accords with 
the miferable reports of glebe lands; no clergyman re^ 
fides in this parifli, nor one inhabitant of the ^Aablifix- 
ed church. 

The average of the dthe of the oat crop, which is. 

the only corn crop cultivated, rates at fix fliillings pec 

acte; flax fix pence fgr any quantity, the famff fpc hay| 

potatoes are tithe free. 
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The bfverage of the Utvm oider id this cduaty hai 
been always wKUkey, of wkicb they <fi(Hl large <pBtm* 
ritieg, but mofUy without licence. 

No county in Ireland has been more oOiorioot fdt 
this illicit trade than Cg^an; their fiiils and worms ittt 
made of tin> which erery ftinerant tinker ean fflaniifae«> 
tore; perhaps the whole apparatus will be defrayed by 
the duty faved on one day's work, and they Httle value 
the furprtfal-of a revdaue officer, as fo flight a capital 
fets them op again. When they malt their corn, which 
is tU of oats, a bagr fnlins thrown to' fteep in a bog 
hole; it is eaiily concealed durii^ the growing of tbs 
com, aa^ U before explained in the 7fh chapter; aiftd 
the county abounding with com-kifaitf to dry their oats 
for grinding into meal, they rnn no rifi}ue in drying the 
grain or in grinding it. 

The com^uln ieems peculiar to thia comity, is a &- 
midrcular hovel thatched, and has an hole Co admit 
the fire below, like to the eye of a Sme-kiln: in the 
centre are two beams, on which a hntdk is throwni a 
^raw mat is placed thereon, to fpread due corn on, to 
which the heat afcends ; two fmall apertures are eippo- 
fite each other in the fides of the hovel to draw the air | 
one of thefe is always dofed, when fire is applied. 

In the late fcarce years the private diftillatioii in thele 
parts was checked, ^ every man made ita pointof doty 
to give information where he knew thelUUs wercj 
but the laft plentiful harveA has 9g9ia encouraged 

them: 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. »« 

Jtheop I lately iaw io Coote*hill no lefs than inoe pri- 
vate ftills, which were ietzed by one afUve officer in an 
ercningfa ramUe» in that vidnity^ and which was no un« 
comjnon thing there. The roads of this diftriA little 
differ from the general report of the county, which is 
bad, very bad indeed; this is accounted for in fome de- 
.groe by the materials being ib poor for road making; 
but a confiderable ihore of blame is, I think, attached 
jCo the allowing the coUeftoxs of the public cefs to ran 
JAto arrears and confufion, and alio to the mode of a&> 
ieflioeot, as the Grand Jury prefects pnly during the 
iiimmer affixes, when the poor mw is pooreA, at the 
tiMily ieafoo when he is probably buying his jproyi/ioaB 
jmd .flax. Jt would doubtlefs be much better to pro- 
ient at both affizes, and make the largeft aiTeflmen^ 
vhen the peafant can beft fpare the money. 

The foil of diis diftrid varies bom cold deep argil, 
J^eavy and fiiff yellow clays, to a light, dry, and rather 
mountainous tilly ftratum, covering a quarry of hard 
blue and green Aone, which is called whin-ftone, and 
is frequently met with in great blocks. Strong indica»- 
tions of lead are found in this defcription of foil; aild on 
Ae town-land of Mayo, the eftate of Charles Coote, 
Efq. is a minCi which has been proved to have beet 
exceedingly rich, and was worked about fifty years 
ligo with good &cceis: but the proprioKM: at that time;, 
perhaps miftaking it for a gold mine, was too Ian- 
|;ujoe of its value, and cbofe rather to ihut it up, than 

to 
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to take the one-fourth of the ore^ ready fmelted on the 
{pot, from two Eng^iflx miners of repnted refpeftabiiity, 
who came from Falmouth to propole for it, jointly 
with a wealthy merchant of the city of Dublin, and 
whole propofals now He before me. The fhafts, which 
had been funk, were framed and covered over, to pre- 
vent cattle from falling in, and fince it has remained fo. 

The main vein lies in a llaty or rather gravelly rock, 
and hsis no clay about it; but between it and the rock 
of each fide the ore is a fdft foapy iubftance, in colour 
refembling the ochre, that ikinners uie, through which 
a ftick may be eafily thruft, and without meeting any 
oppofition. The water fpringing through this fubftance 
is of the like colour^ and in the heart of this pafle is 
another fubftance much firmer, and of a grey colour^ 
which the miners caU fpar; when burnt k relembles 
brimftone, and has a very fulphureous fmell. • 

In finking one of the (hafts on the hill m this vicinity, 
for at that dme many tons of ore were raifed, they 
firuck on a rich vein of copper ore, at thirty-fix feet 
depth from the furface; fome of this ore was fince 
aflayed, and proved to contain about nine per cent of 
copper, and highly impregnated with fulphur and vcr- 
digreale. The ore was in fhape rather of angular 
points, and undl broken refembled a ftone. Copper 
pyrites are frequently found in this town4and| but very 
poor near the furfacc. 

When 
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When, the rocks and boulders of the hard whia- 
ftone appear, the foil is frequently filiceousi and argil* 
lite on the eaftern zfpcR, and here are the firongeft 
mineral appearances ; this vicinity would well deferve 
a dofe and minute mineralogical inipedion. As the 
duty is taken off the copper fmce the aft of Union, it 
wiU doubtlefs be no fmall ftimulus to the working of 
the copper mines of Ireland, which it hitherto fo conll- 
derably retarded. 

A flate quarry is alfo on this eAate, where fome very 
durable and excellent flates have been raifed, very near 
the furface, and at a fmall expenfe; they are fold at 
the quarry for one guinea per thoufand, and a confider- 
able demand for them : I have ient ibme of them to 
the Dublin Society, which may vie with fome ilates 
imported. A little more attention to the value of our 
own internal reiburces, and lefs of the mania for fo- 
reign materials, and we may perhaps find ourfelves 
abundafatly fupplied as well at home. 

There is no navigation in this county, though a very 
fine and important line prefents itfelf through this dli^ 
trift, which will doubtlefs be adopted, if ever the long 
projeAed line of connexion takes place between the 
Shannon and Lough Erne, and the line continued from 
dience to the Atlantic, by a navigation from Belleek to 
Ballylhannon. 

In this diftrift the line is very favourable, from Bal- 
lybay to Coote-hill, for feven miles, which is the dii^ 

tance. 
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UDCC afbnder; there i$ aa extenfive Ukc, or ratjier 
deep river, for nearly the whole way, and one cut of. 
about half a mile would make k perfedly fafe aud. oa- 
vigable, cutting tljLrough the weir of (pdote-hlU mill} 
one lock would be fuffident for a ftiU nayigatiouj a|i)di 
it would alfo have the good effeft of faviog feveral 
hundred acres of good meadow l^nd from floods, 
which are now under water eight months in the year» 
and at beft times yield but a ftolen crop of l^y. This 
extenfive lake is joined by the river Nappa, about two 
or three miles below Cootehill, and would; ierve as a 
capital head level} following this courfe to Belturbet^ 
about fixteen miles, the line is obvioiipy. pointed out^ 
and at this latter town, which I have before ^oken of, 
it enters Lough Erne. From thence to Belkek, above 
fifty miles d^ftant, this famous lake waihes the (hores 
of feveral counties, wlvch tlii^. navigation would 16 im- 
mediately benefit. I have heard it propofed by a gen- 
tleman, who leemed to have taken great pains in ex« 
plorlng this line, to have the rock at Belleek cut down 
for ten feet, that is, reducing the level of the lake {o. 
many feet plumb water} by this n^eans a great ftrand 
wopl4 be gained, on which he propofed the canal 
fliould be cut. To pafs an opinion on this propofal. 
would be prefumptuous, as I am totally ignorant of the 
line without this county} but one good efFcfk would ac- 
crue, that many thoufand acres of /hore would be gained, 
and the beft meadows in the county fecured, whofe 
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csQpBi axe now but ca&al: die length of thb line is bid 
to be t^nrenty miks ficom Belleek to Ennifldlfen, vhefe 
the floocb do iounenfe damage, and by this means a 
p^age for thofe waters would be efiefted, diat are 
DOW fe deArdftive. We Ihould alio take into account 
the fliores of the many iflands^ which, I think, are rated 
at about three hundred and fixty-five, which are in the 
boibm of tlys lake; and, doubtleis a confiderable quan« 
tity of land wonld.be acquired, which might have one 
gpod effeA, of affording employment to the multitude 
of emigr^nts^ who ammally abandon their country for 
A^neiica. 

k IS eftin)9^ted, that one lock would only be requififie^ 
Qit this, liiie o( fifty nnles, from Qelturbet to BeUeek, 
by the cutting of the rock. The. dilad vantages in this 
cafe to be examined, are the deftru6lion of the beauty 
of the lake, and alfo of the prdent line of navigation to 
EonUkilien } but this i^ of little other account, than for 
the conveyance of turf fuel, which only cain be eSi&ed 
vrhen the wind .blows in. one particular poiDt; for, 
with any burthen they cannot work againfl: the ftream ; 
and as to the deftrudion of the beauty of the lake, it 
Ihould be of little moment, in companion with the im« 
portant advantages, wluch would be obtained, were it 
judged expe(Uent to adopt it. 

Nor would it be a workSof that magnitude or imprac« 
ticabiCty, wUc^ might appear at firft view; through the 
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arched rock at BeUeek the water of the Erne now 
flows ; by widening and lowering this arch, the matter 
^onld be foon eSt&tdf and the lake lowered. This 
rock is Itmeftone, a^d fliivered by nature into layers and 
joints, of about nine inches di/lance, (b that it wonld 
be moft eafily worked. 

An immediate intercourfe wonld, by this navigadon, 
(not to inflft in cntdng the rock, which would certain* 
ly be the lefs expenfive mode), be eftablUhed with the 
principal parts of the nation, and the commnnicatioa 
opened direA in the North, as well as the ibntb-weft. 

The waters of this diftriA abound with immenfe pike, 
and in the rivers are excellent trout, perch, and ed ; 
but they are well fnpplied with lalmon from Ballyfttan- 
non, with cod*fi(h from Carlingford, and herrings from 
Dundalk -, the fineft cod-fifh is sold in the feafon, from 
three halfpence to two pence per pound. 

There is no fyftem of education here i nor can it be 
expefted, when fo little attention is paid to agriculture, 
that there are any farming focieties. Manufacture is 
wholly confined to the linen trade*, the high rate of dis- 
count between bank notes and guineas, (as in fpecie 
every article is paid for) has occafioned a heavy tax on 
the trade, and daily increafes, as gold becomes fear ce. 
The emigrating mania, which of late has raged fo uni* 
verfally, has confiderably contributed to the dearth of 
fpede, as each adventurer turned his property into mo- 
tley, 
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ncyi which he took with him; for. Utterly, the cxpor- 
tatioQ of linen to that country was ventarefomeand dif- 
coaraging. The increafe of this fcardty of gold wiU at 
length have the beft effeA to the trade, in my opinion, 
as they mnft ultimately trade with bank notes : Co that, 
though the impofitibn is at prefent a fevere tax, its extra- 
vagance will foon work its own deftruAion. Much of 
this county is under abfentee property, and (o long as 
the landlords and their agens infift on their rents in 
{jpecie, it will retard this defirable objeft to the linen 
trade, which is, at preient, ftruggling on very unequal « 
terms with every other branch in Ireland. 

The mills of this county are numerous, and of three 
defcriptions ; of the firft, or corn mill, evevy eftate has 
one for the tenantry to grind their oats, and they are 
bound, under a fevere penalty of £ve fhilllngs per buihel, 
to grind their corn thereat, and pay the fixteenth grain 
of toll or mouter. There are numerous fmall mill-iltes, 
and of courfe many fuch mills are ereAed, where they 
grind for the twenty-fourth grain, or a third lefs mou- 
ter ; the hardfliip on the tenant is obvious, and the dif- 
ference lb confiderable, that many people will fend their 
com feveral miles diftanr to one of the free mills. The 
rent of the mills rates from ten pounds to one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds per annum, according to the 
value of the concern, and the fupply of water. In dry- 
ing the oats, preparatory for grinding, two pence per 
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tmrrel i$ paid. The fecoiid defcription of mill8 are thole 
tor flftx, two of which are ia this vicinity, and the pro- 
ptktors earn from thirty to Gxtj pounds per annnm» 
which fbm is ihared between the proprietor and the 
mea> who work in this concern. One of thofe millSf 
if well attended to, will beetle and fcntch as moch flax 
3d one day, as caa be thus worked by twenty-five or 
thirty expert hands. 

The machinery is fo fimplc and cheap, it is won- 
derful that many more of theie mills are not erefted^ 
when lb great labour and loTs of time is faved. 

The third defcription of mill are the bleach willsp 
which are very numerous; in the parifli of Dromgoon^ 
no left than fifty thouftnd pieces of linen cloth can be 
fiaibed hi one ieafon. In thefe mills are oU the ma- 
chinery of the wa(h mill, rubbing boards, and beetling 
^ng^es, drove by water, wiih conneAions to the bott> 
ing-houies and drying lofts. 

Plantations are only encouraged or attempted by men 
of fortune; the fences are fo extremely bad, it is im^ 
poffible to preferve them from cattle; the lower orders 
are cruelly averie to this ornamental and valuable im- 
provemennt, and frequently deftroy young trees, and 
qukkiet hedges, before they are a month in the ground, 
fearful left fuch improvements might raife the value of 
thdr lands, which are fet on (hort leafes ; timber, how- 
ever. 
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ever, isBoi icarce, a» oteafii^e woods are io the nAgjtt^ 
bourhood. 
Fir ratcs^ at from is. to //. 6d. per foot : tiQx, u. 6i. 

to 2s. 6d. oak and beech, from 2/. 6d. to 3/. di.', 
and, if a long and good (haft, to 5/. per foot, finaU 
building dmber for cabins, and for farming nteniUs, rate 
much cheaper in proportion. Foreign dmber comes very 
high, as at leaft fix pence per foot is added to the mer- 
chant's prIce,for carriage. Excepdngthe vidnity of towns, 
and bleach greens, turf fuel is plenty, and very cheap $ 
according to the demand, the price varies from three 
to five pounds per acre; in s^icarce neighbourhood, and' 
at Rahain in the parifii of Killdrumflieridan near Coote 
Hill, it is fb high as fixteen pounds per acre. 

When they cut out their bogs, and level the furfj^ce, 
the land becomes more valuable than any they have, 
which they manure plendfiilly with aflies. There can- 
not be (aid to be any wafte ground in thb diftrift, for 
the farms are fb finall, and the population fo. great, 
every patch is brought in with the Ipade, which is inac- 
ceffible to the plough. 

The gredt want leems to be, that of employment for 
the youth of both fexes, for the greater part of the 
year, particularly in the winter feafon: until twelve or 
fourteen years of age, they are entirely naked i thiv 
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londlycaUs for reform. The children are not prone to 
idlenelsy but they cannot get employment ; few families 
there are, but have children enough to wind the quills 
for the loomsj at which work they can earn from four ' 
to ten pence per day. 

The Engliflx language is entirely fpoken, indeed very 
few of the lower order underftand the Iriflx tongue. 
There are no remarkable old buildings in this diftria^ 
but almoft every hill has a Daniih forty and on feveral 
of them are yet feen the veftiges of a fortification \ thefe 
would be beautiful (ituations tp have planted in this 
countyi whofe furface is fo esitremely undulating.. 

The rate of their weights and meafures differs coo- 
fiderably from thofe of the neighbouring counties v meal 
is fold by the cwt. which is one hundred and twenty 
pounds: butter, the like proportion: oats, fourteen 
ft ones to the barrel, of fourteen pounds to the ftone. 
Malt, twelve do. do. 

Bere, fixteen do. do. 

Wheat, twenty do. do. 

Flax is (old by the ftone, and has fixteen pounds. 

The weight of the barrel of potatoes fluduates more 
than all others, as in m^ny neighbcAkring pariihes their 
barrel varies from twenty to twenty dght, to forty and 
forty-eight ftonesi but they are commonly fold by 
bulk in the fack : the balance, in this cafe, is clearly 
againft the purchafer, as the feller doubtlels is not ig- 
norant 
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•iiorant of how much weight his lack will contain: 
this fraud ought furely to be redrefled ; it, however, 
(hews how well flocked this country is with this ar- 
ticle, and how little of it conies to market, or the fale 
would not be fo negle Aed, or held in fo defpicable efti- 
mation. 

The town of Cootehill, which is the beft town in 
the barony, or, in the fale of its markets, the moft con- 
fiderable in the county, ftands nearly on the verge of 
Monaghan, and is on the eftate of Charles Coote 
Efquire, and immediately joins his demefne at Bella^ 
mont foreft. This town, but Tor its valuable linen 
market, would long fmce have been extinguiflied, 
from the total negleft of its late proprietor, the Earl of 
Bellamont, though, doubtlefs, fqr the important reaibn 
I have aflerted, and for combining caufes, it ihould and 
might be the beft inland town in Ulfter. The advanu- 
ges, which Cootehill poflefles, feem now to be truly ap- 
preciated by the prelent proprietor^ who has already 
improved it with feveral very handibme houfes, and the 
old leafes being extin A, the tenants are obliged to build 
after an adopted plan, and meet every reafonable en- 
couragement ; neat ihambles have been laft year ereA- 
ed, and a market-houfe is now building. 

The vicinity bang entirely deftitute of quarry, and 
the clay yielding bricks of the beft quality, it becomes 

an 
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an cafy matter, in obicnring naifbrmity, to make tUs 
town ifery handibme. An excellent inn has alfo been 
fitted up, and fupplied with poft-chaifes, a convenience 
which was here materially wanted ; when fuch an efta- 
blifhmeht is completed at Bailyborough, of which it b 
Ihamefully deftitate, the road from Dublin to Cootehiii 
will be well accommodated. 

The weekly fslt of linens in this market is eftimated 
to average four thoufand pounds fterling, but the webs 
principally are iheetmgs, and with this town no market 
in Ireland can vie in this trade. Buyers from all the 
finen markets of UUler fteadily frequent Coote-hiU 
market. As to the laws relpefling the linen trade, there 
is no place where they are more rigororoufly obierve<l, 
or an infringement more feverely puniihed. 

The demefne lands of this vicinity are very beautiful^ 
the extenfive view of Beilamont Foreff conveys every 
idea of magnificence, which lb fpacious a demefiic can 
poflefs in the natural difpofidon of the grounds, and 
the undulation of the furface, and thefe irregula- 
rities create a thoufand charms in the change of the 
ihade, from the extenfive groves, which have fo great 
a variety, and produce fuch pleafing efFeAs i but I /ball 
have to fpeak more minutely of this fubjeft, in the clofe 
of this chapter. 

About one mile from Coote-hill, m the demefiie of 
Afhfield, the feaf of Theophilus Clements' Efquir^ 
which was planted, and highly adorned by the late 
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Cblonel Clements, and an excellent hoiife built. In 
wood and water this feat is very well farni(hed : the 
young plantations have thriven adnurably» and their 
tSe& is moft pleaiing and happy. The groimdsy like 
thofe of many in this country, are bnt in a negle&ed 
fiate of cultivadon. Abou( the fame diftance is Anna- 
lee, the feat of the Rev. Doftor Keatinge ; in point of 
fitnation it is unrivalled j the lands are in excellent 
heart, and (hew judicious care and management : two 
miles further is TuUavin, the feat of Wm. Moore, £iq. 
This demefne has alio been well j^Ianted, and on 
which is fome very fine full-grown timbers a better 
attention has been paid to agriculture, and no where 
in this county are fuch excellent fences, admirably well 
quicked, and the hedge-rows planted with foreft trees. 
The houle is but a cottage on the ruins of an old caftlc> 
which with the adjoining fiirubbery prefents the nea^ 
eft appearance, but Mr. Moore-is preparing to bmld a 
cajntal manfion, correfponding with the value of this 
beautiful and well improved demefne. 

An extehfive garden of about four acres has been 
lately inclo&d with a very good and lofty (lone wall 
fined with brick. This garden is moft elegantly laid 
0ut, and the beft attention paid to it of any in the 
county; the fruit trees are in the higheft perfeftion. 
A thick fcreen of young timber proteAs it from the 
North and £aft winds, which blow here keen and fe- 
vere. Within this demeffte are many Daniih forts, 
a which 
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irhich are now beandfiiUy planted^ and theyovig trees 
baife well (hot up. The effe^a of thefe dumps in the 
tBodlt of the fields are fufEckut to (hew, with what 
litde ezpenie aod care fo n^uch of this negleded covo- 
iy might be brought to profit and beaotj. 

A rapid river mos at the foot of the dtmche, and is 
the (ame I have (poken of in the line of navigation. $ 
llere the Nappa and the Annalee rivers unite, and thence 
flow to Bdtnrbet. The fences and inclofares on this 
demefne would coofptcuoufly appear, and de(erve the 
l^heft reputation in the moft improved county in Ire- 
land* How con(iderab]y.b3uft the effeft be plea(ing 
hett^ where is foch a total neglect of this moft impor- 
tant concern, and the wild fnrroauding commonage, 
(ct it defiiflrves no better di/UnAloo^ highly ferves as 
a foil to the beauties ofi fticft improved and capital in- 
do&res ? 

Abcinf one mile farther on the Cavan road is Raketix 
oy, die charming and antique feat of Henry Clements^ 
£fq. which yet gives a lively idea of the grand dH^fi- 
tionof deme(he lands and improvements in more an- 
cient times, ^nd which appearances are as yet carefully 
preferved. The happy choice of plantation groundl 
is entirely favourable to the courfe of the rhrer, and 
the great fupply of water, with the rapidity oE the 
ftttsasn, has found other courfes, which after meander- 
ing thrbtigh the plantations have cut out finairiflands^ 
aAd unite again with the ft'reams of the parent river. 

A communication 
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A commanicatioa is preferred throogh alltheib {danta- 
tioas, by Chiaefe and ruiGc bridges^ which are thrown 
acrofs the ftream^ and the walks neatly graveUed; the 
views of the cafcades, and the (band of their waters 
re-echoed through thefe groves, which preient foch a 
variety of fliade, with the fragrance of the wood* 
flowers along the walks, convey the moft gratefnl and 
pleafing leniations. 

I muft here obferve a moft excellent plan of roof- 
ing, which covers one of the ornamental cottages ia 
this demefne; the tunber of the roof projefts aboot fix- 
teen inches beyond the wall of the houfe, and conie- 
qnently is built of frame work ; the thatch projefts, of 
coorle, as mnch more from the timber, and the whole 
ferves as a complete parapluU to the honfe, which can* 
not receive any wet. The houie is all frame work, 
lathed and plaiftered withinfide and without, and though 
bnilt above leventeen years has not yet the leaft appear* 
ance of damp or injury, and is as warm as any brick, 
ftone, or mud walls I have ever feen. In this demefne 
are three gardens, which are all well fupplied, and one 
of them has the cAA terrace and other antique orna«^ 
ments. 

Nor has Mr. Clements been lefs attentive to the re- 
claiming of his lands; forty acres of bog have been 
lately capitally drained, and the main cut is twelve feet 
by fourteen ; this promiies to be moft excellent ground; 
by widening and deepening the river much bottom 
. s a meadow 
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meadow has been recoYered aad draiaed^ and is novr 
tbe fimndeft (hecp-walk» and the oaoll fertile ground in 
the parifli; aor in iheep-walk only is it . occnped^ for . 
cows are here fatted to five or fix cwt. 

The manfion on this demefoe is very old and low, 
iituate in a vale^ between the (helter of woods and 
hills J it a very long and fpacious building, entirely cor* 
reiponding with the fyftem of the day when it was 
ereded; to which is annexed every fuitable office in 
diffinft aad feparate iqnare courts, well incloied. 

The fmall plantadons contiguous to this demefne^; 
for which Mr. Kers received the Dublin Society's pre- . 
miuffii are but in poor and ruinous order ^ and his nur-^ 
ftry, which was eftabliflied for the fale of young trees, 
is now difcontinued^ 

The Danifli forts arc numerous in this vicinity*, not 
many years ago, when one of them was preparing^for [ 
planutjons, above one thoufand pounds worth of gold; 
coin was found, and alfo a large goli fibula buried in 
aa iron pot. The neareft houfe of note, or caftle, at 
this, time was in the mean village of Ballioacarig, of 
which there is now fcarce a veAige, though it is re- 
corded to have been a fpacious building, and furround- 
cd with a fordficatioo, compriiing a fofle, towers, and 
baftions- • , 

The country from Coote-hlll to the bounds of the 
barony may be valued at 30/. per acre, fome of it is 
fct much higher J very little or none of this diftrift has 

been 



* * 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. tSi 

been" oadcr /wheat culture: Mr . Qements. has attemp- 
«d it with fuccefi, and cleared fcventy-fivc pounds from 
two and an half acres^ but this was in the fcarce ieafon^ 
when that grain had fo high a price. The oat acre 
yields twdve barrels of fourteen ftone, from twenty- 
tKfio ftones of feed. Of barley, fottrnrowed, twenty 
barrels has been the produce, and of potatoes the 
moft abundant return. 3o excellent is this Ibil for this 
valuable crop, that from fix to eight guineas per acre 
will be eafily had for potatoe ground, which is very 
high in this diftrift. Meadow is very (eldom (et ; the 
hay Is fold in the cock in bulk, and may be rated at 
the average of 50/. per ton. Flax ground will let for 
eight guineas per acre. ' ' 

In the houfes through all this country' the linen ma- 
mufaAure is carried on, and few of them are \idthout 
two or three looms employed. 

Bog is however very fcarce, and iets at eight guineas 
per acre, and all in this vicinity will ibon be exhaufted; 
fuel, of courfe, is very dear. 

The parifh of Kill is now divided \ the late divifion is 
called Aflifield, where a new and very neat church 
ha^ been lately built by Mr. Clejments of A(hfield, and 
to which are annexed twenty acres of glebe. To the 
old parifh of Kill three hundred acres pf glebe are 
fubjoined. From Rakenny to Clones, an excellent 
bridge crofles the river, and the roads are in tolerable ^ 
repair. 

South 
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South of Coote-hill ]tes Bdlgreen, the fat of Thet . 
Bninker, Efq. Tte fences here are well quicked and 
indofed; a confiderabk traft of land has been well re- 
daimed and well improved; a fery excellent family 
honle has been erected on an debated and command- 
ing fite^ and on the bleach^greens adjoining thb gentle- 
man has expended confiderable fums in miUs, which 
are well fup|Aed with water. The inhofpitable glebe 
beyond the river is capable of yidding much profit^ 
were ; it in eligible hands^ and aUb could afford confi- 
derable ornament to this demefiie. I have already had 
Dccafion to make honourable mention of Mr. Brunker^ 
indefatigable and happy exertions in draining, in the 
Monaghan Survey, which have aUb been purfued here 
with the like fuccefs. 

About a mile further is the feat of Thomas Powell, 
£fq. where the linen manufafture is oJSo confider* 
ably and extenfively engaged in. 

I (hall now conclude this baronial furvey, with a 
more particular account of Bdlamont foreft. 

This grand demefne contains above one thoufand 
acres of land, nearly five hundred of which are cover- 
ed with woods of full-grown timber, which encompafs 
lakes of great beauty ; and were the area of thefe cx- 
tenfive flieets of water to be taken into account, a very 
confiderkble portion of aaes^ which they cover, would 
be annexed to the return. 

The 
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The whole of this immeafe raage of ornameotai 
grounds are iadofed by .a thick icreeo, and a particalar 
care has been had to preierye ever; appearance CQDfi>- 
nant to fo fpapons an mdofarei and all confined ideas 
were id>andaDed in thdr formation. 

Nor can there be coneeiyed a furface of fuch Yariont 
nadolationj pr i^ore pieaiing ineqpylities for the choice 
^ plantations, which, with the happy oombupation of 
wa^er, and extcfifive proipefts» are ip ibikingly piidhi- 
relque, and beautifnllj difpoied for the hl^heft finilh of 
omamencal improvements. 

The venerable groves of oak crowping the fiimmifil' 
of corneal hiBs, which areovertopp^ bj the more elpo* 
gated, and almoft monQtainons range, fhtbed with the 
lofty pine, a£Ebrd the moft pleaTing contraft in fnch va« 
ried ihades, and are reAeAed in the fpadoos lake, which 
waters the borders of thofe woods. 

Remarkably happy for this fnblime view, the fite of 
the manfion was chofen, and on the oppofite fide the 
proipedl is as rich and captivating, fnmiihed with all 
the fylvan fcei^ery and magnificent decorations of Daw- 
Ton -grove, which are highly enlivened by the hofpitable 
flags of the proprietor of that princely demefne^ which 
iplendidly wave over his charming improvements. 

There cannot be two demefiies, which more happily 
umte, or more rectprocally coatxStnte to die beauties of 
each other ; and, as the view pf dther manfion is com^ 
pktely Aoit ont 6om ihe other, the whole immenfe 

range 



Digitized by 



Google 



ttS^ , STATISTICAL SURVEY , 

range of improvements and fpacious woods, extenfive 
lakes, and elegant plantations, would to a ft^nger ap- 
pear as the one demefne. 

Prom the front of the honfe of BeUamont Foreft, 
though all the charming profpeA is prefented, it is ra- 
ther mal-aproposy that the prindpfll and very grand fait 
of rooms are confined to, and lighted from the rere, 
where the water-^views, with which . this dem^fnc 
abounds, are entirely (hat out, on which account fbme 
connoifleursare of opinion, that the houie is not exaA- 
I7 in the beft fituadon. / Thb manfion is built of brick, 
with a portico of exit ftone after the Doric order, fiip- 
ported by four pillars more plain than embelliflied, and 
elevated on a flight of fourteen AtpB^ thirty feet wide. 

The cafing of the window frames is a]ib of cut 
flone, to correfpond with the portico ; and the centre 
window of each fide <5f the houfe, (which is a regular 
fquare), is arched at top, and ornamented with light 
pillars of cut ftone. 

The houfe appears from the exterior view to have 
three ffights of apartments, though it has two floors 
only. 

The entrance from the pordco is a lofty hall, thirty 
three feet by thirty, which is ornameoied with ftatuary 
in regular nicbts j ihc ftudy and breakfidl parlour arc 
at diagonal extremities, as are the two ffights of ftairs, 
which are concealed by doors, and immediately oppo^ 
iite the hall-door is the faloott of the Uke dimepfion^ 

of 
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of the hall: the walUofthis very beaodfol apartment 
are adorned with ibme excellent portraits, and a 
full lenjgth pifbire of the late Earlj in hia robea of the 
order of the Bath, and a correfponding one 6f the Conn- 
teis of Bellamont, both painted by Sir Joflina Reynolds. 
The likenefles are extremely well preferved» and the 
panting efteemed as very good ; and in this apartment 
is one of the beft hiftorica} pictures, which Ireland can 
prodfice, thefubjeA being the fuictde of ,Dido, in which 
all the figures are at full length, fuppofed to have been 
executed by Raphael. Indeied, every thing in this fine 
pi&ure commands admiration, and the diifierent pa£- 
fions, which that extraordinary cataftrophe mull haye 
created in the court of that queen, are happily execu- 
ted; though the poet's beautiful defcription is, in moft 
refpeAs, very ftrikingly reprefented, yet the artift. has a 
little deviated ffGon the exaA delineaticHi we (hould ex- 
peft from Virgil's defcription, but perhaps has not, in 
this inftance, exceeded the licence, to which the painter 
is endtled, and which would doubtlefs not be adopted bj 
fe incomparable a judge as Raphael, if he was not fen* 
fible of its luperior'efied. This piAure was purchaled 
in italy by the late Earl's father, for one thoufimd five 
hundred guineas, and w^ efteemed a great bargain* 
Several other very capital paintings,' as alfi> ibme very 
fine pieces of ftatuary and valuable antiques, were dfo 
purchaled by that gentleman; and be had icarody fur^* 
mflied this i&anfion therewith, vben an unfortunate 

fire 
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fire^ which eanfoiiKd die hoiiCb^ deftroyed them all« ex* 
cepc this one pifture. The diimne;-pieces» vbich are 
aife Italian and very Talnable^ were preferred, as they 
fortttnately had not been put up. The eadog parloar 
and drawing-room, at the oppofite extremes of die &* 
kxm, are of exaAly the like dimenfions, and enriched 
with pillars; all thefe priadpal rooms are very lofiby^ 
and the ceilings are highly embellUhed with ftncco. 

That a fuperb appearance ought be preferred in the 
lofdnefs of/ thefe apartments, the reft of the houfe b fa* 
crificed, and in the centre floor arc two fmall rooms only, 
which are over the fmall ftudy and breakfaft parlour ; 
they ar^ very low, and ierve as dreffing rooms. 
. The attic Aory has a good fait of dormitories, but 
they are aUb low ; the fine profpefts theie futts of rooms 
command are the moft to recommend them ^ indeed 
the whole bonfe ihews the folly of ^iftentadon m the 
tower apiM^tments, which has quite ipdled every other 
room. This manfion cannot, therefore, be jnftly called 
a goodfamiiy houfe: nor can it be faid to be asextenfive 
a manfion as is fuitable to fo fplendid and fpadous a de^ 
meibe. Its figure bdng a fquare is alfe hoftileto the ap« 
pearance it diould command, and oppofes anyimprove^ 
ment of the additbn of wings, which, if of another plan^ 
might yet be added to a happy and pleafing eSeGt. 

The cdlars and ftrvants apartments were, un^ the 

hte rebellion, endrely out of fight, from the ex-^ 

"rerior view, at the af^ was arched, flagged, and 0Mtd, 

, wbish 
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.vbicb confiderably added to the corre£hiefs.<tf the 
ftjk of therarchitedlttre ; but it was at that tioae judged 
expodieot tq take this away, and open the area a3 a de- 
fence to the bouiib.> From thefe lower apartane&ts is a very 
capital Tubterraaeoiis pjkflageto.the office, long enough 
to briog fttel» &c. to the hoqfe oo cars ; this paiE^ 
winds round the great range of offices and farm yard^ 
which are diftributed in large f()uare courts ; amongft 
thefe is an excellent ridmg-houie, and a very fpadons 
arched Aable. The whole are concealed from the view 
of the hottici being erected under cover of a hill» w^ch 
is thickly planted with full grown timber ^ this fite was 
judicioufly cbofen,andthe defign altogether very well ex- 
ecuted. The woods of this demeine are the veftage t>f die 
ancient foreft of the country^ and this place is famoat 
for having been the prindpal refidence of the O'Reilly's^ 
who were formerly the lords of the county of Cavan^ 
then diiUnguiflied by die denomination of Brtfhji traftt 
of thefe woods were feverally cut 9Ut iince, at different 
periods, and again copfed up, but one plot fliews to have 
fdrvived many centuries* In this the oak is the only tre^ 
^hofe vigour feems not to have decayed with his years» 
and here arc fome of the fineft and groffeft of this timber 
which I have feen. 

This noble tree, of all other timber the moft valo- 

\able, is likewife of all the moft generous in rural ice* 

nery, and branches here, with a luxuriance, which 

creates die happieft effed, and furniibes the fpadons 

iaki^s with refleAed beauty. ■ 

IXafflond« 
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Diamond-hillj fituate at nearly the extremity ofthif 
dcmefoe, and bounded by a (jnidous laklfj is a very 
lofty eminence, which is' richly ornamented with tim- 
ber, and compriies all the beauties of the Foreft and of 
Dawfon-grove, together with a great extent of country 
and diftant improyemeots ; with fome amateurs of 
fylvan icenery, this Hill Is faid to command the favou- 
rite profpeA. The new approach will be very hand- 
fome when the bridge is finiihed ; though, in thfc pre- 
fent line to the houfe, the incorreft idea of receding 
from the objeA we mean to approach was -adopted, 
we muft pardon the defeA, if not approve it, from the 
fublime and beautiful diiplay of rural charms, which 
at once buril on the view through numerous viftas, 
as the long hill is afcended. The ^Se€t of this fcene is 
more eafily felt than can be well expreffed: the aicent of 
the hill is rather tedious, and too barren of fcenery until 
the iUmmit is gained j the contraft is then as great as 
its effcAs are.moft fudden and ttanicendeady magnifr 
cent, as from hence is almoft a perpendicular fall to 
the great lake, which, is not diitinguUhed, until the 
woods of Dawfon-grove, which lie beyond it, are firft 
taken in: from this view the eye is charmed with floating 
obje3s in various directions, and here is comprized 
the richeft profpeft of foreft wavmg over the fpadous 
rivers expanding into lakes of the fmootheft furface, 
whoie banks, are charmingly indented, by the generous 
batid of nature. Within the demefne, a ipa has lately 

been 
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bceo difcovered) which in tafte cxaftly rdembles the. 
yatcars at. Swanliogbar, and feem full as powerful; ' 
the.ftroiig fmell peculiar to thefe waters led to the dis- 
covery in a hard froft, when the waters of the l^kea 
had levjeral feet of ice^ yet was not this dill ftream at ' 
all frozen; the waters were uncommonly clear and. 
cold) and were covered with a thick mineral and cop* . 
per-coloured fgam. . . 

The deer-park poflefles all that wildnefs, which is fo 
fuitable in fuch an inclofure, and fo highly correiponds 
with the contour of this demefne. Thefe lands are fitu- 
ate very high above the other grounds^ in pafture 
and variety of (hade and (helter are excellent for deer, 
and have been celebrated for producing the fineft 
venifon. ' 

On the whole^ whether we view Bellamont foreft in 
the early bloom of fpring, while nature is, not yet com- 
pletely unfolded; or in fummerr when the rich luxuri- 
ance of the groves is as inviting to the eye» as their ihel* 
ter» and the cooling breezes from the lakes are grates 
fttl to the other fenfes ; or in autumn^ when the rural 
Icenery is crowned with all that variety of colour, 
which create^ fuch innumerable fhades; or in winter, 
when the more iilent fnow-fcenci clothed in a thoufand 
beauties peculiar to itfelf, hufh^s all nature to repoici 
and is contrafted with the awful found of the tempeft, 
whofe unhofpiuble blafts are loudly reechoed through 
the groves ; we are loft in admiration at the wonder* 

ful 
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fttl woffts fafjOLtart, and we naft admire this delight^' 
fill leat^ \rhtcb is fo little indebted to art for its namc^ 
sons charms, and vhofe beauties moft have aa emineiit 
a&d particular effimation among the demefiies of Ireland, 
lb long as the Iznth and unreftrainedhaiid of the former 
mnft hold her joft pre-emtoenceo^er die mimic po^/i^rs 
of the latter, which are never more deficient tlian in her 
attempts to copy from fo fair an origmaL 
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OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. $^l 
CHAP. XII. 

RELATING TO THB COUMTT AT LAE6E. '^ 

RURAL ECONOMY. 

SECTION I. 
Labour. 

IN this, as in the ncighbottruig cqunty of Mon^haiXi 
labour is little in demand, as th^ conndes are fubdivi- 
ded into fo numerons fmaU farms; the loom^ not the 
buiinefi of agriculture, being the main dependance^ 
and each family is generally equal to culdvate the 
lands they hold. The average value of labour from 
the cottier is {even pence per day, and from the Ipal- 
peen or hired labourer, ten pence ; the woman's la- 
bour in the field, five. pence to fix pence; bat her 
afliftance is only required in harveft, or in the diggmg 
out of the potatoe crop. 

Sect. 
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Sect.^ 2. Prmpons, 

The principal fupport (>eing potatoes and oatmeal^ 
of coorfc^i))^ articles are cheap, as they, are.fb very 
plentifully prodaced, and the nine-tenths of arable 
land is under thdr culture. - V^h^at-sieal is dear, and 
flour is imported from Louth, Longford, and Meath. 
Beef and mutton rates full as high as in Dubliii 
market* "" 

Poultry are ieldom feen in foch perfefKon as in 
Dublin market, and could be cheaper fupplied there, 
if we take the condition of the fowl into account The 
Dublin poulterers tegtiiarly ftroll through this county, 
and considerably tend to encreafe the high pike of 
fowl. Gcefe in very bad order fell for 'a/.* tA. to 
2/. %\d, per pair \ turkeys in* like order, 3/. to 4/. \ 
ducks, %oi.\ barn-door fowl, ^od,\ chickens from &/• 
to u. Of fiih, fuchas pik^, eel, and trout, they have 
abundance in thdr own lakes, and hawkers regularly 
fopply them with cod-fi(h, from three halfpence to two 
pence per pound; falmon, herrings, &c. are brought 
here in abundance. 

Wheat will average 30/. per barrel -, barley \Zs. to 

20/.; oatmeal 12/. per cwt. and potatoes id. per ilone, 

for fcven years rates, the two years of extraordinary 

Icarpity not taken into account. 

The 
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The average return of the wheat acre may be (even 
barrelsi but very Cttle is cultivated \ of oats twelve i of 
barley twelve ; of potatoes one hundred andlbrty bar- 
rels, reduced to twenty ftones per barrel; of potatoe 
land, four pounds per acre; of flax land, fix guineas ; 
and the average taiiie gr prefect rents of Cavan do 
not exceed 20s. per acre ; but it muft be confidered, that 
all thele advantages in point .of fertility of the county^ 
and in cheapnefs of rent, tend to the fervice of the 
linen manufafture, as not one-tenth part of Cavan is 
ever looked to for the purpose of making money by 
farming, but merely to produce the flax and the prpvi^ 
iiofis for the mAattfa£tuf^r«. , .. • • 



Sect. 3. Fuc/. 

. In genend, fud is- in the gctautfk. abttudance^ and of 
ftjvery fioe kihdu i^.ilt^caa beTeatednon the bog on an 
average AKoka^ the. ooonty^ for iox« the hundred &s^ 
tttte kiflies, rent and labour incluiive. 

The trafts of bog are fo numerous they are contigu- 
ous enou^ totfae cefidence, ajadthe-expenje of carriage 
makes but a fmall addition to this rate. 
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CttAP. XIIL 



POLITICAL ECOKOMY. 



SECTION !. 



• . 'I 

This 'county is extremely ill fopplied with tnatetklt^ 
for road-making, and in the old lines there was no jn- 
dicious feleQion for roads, but the moft formidable 
hills were encountered, if in the ftraight direOion. 
The new lines (hew, that much of the hills can be avoid* 
ed by Vmding through the vallies} bot in the.goieiU 
rqporu of the ooiinty roads, it muil be iconfiefled. 
diat they ict injodidoofly made and worle kept . 



The fairs of Cavan are prindpally for yonng cattle, 
from yearlings to three years old, both black cattle and 
horfes. 

The 
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The markets have no grain expoied to fale, of pro- 
Yifio&s oatmeal principally, and are only remarkable 
for the fale of yarn, Hax, and webs. 9 

llie average fale of finens manufaflored and fold in 

, Cavan Connty may be rated to value feventy thoufand 
poondsy and ^bove twenty thoufand more goes to mar- 

. k^i without the county; fo that nearly one liundred 
tlKsafand pounds worth is manufaftnred withi^ the 
county. Some jrears this export has been increa&dy. 
before the enugratipo to America of the manufa6ture«s; 
and when there was a fteady.and briik demand for our 
Itoens. 

Sect. 4. ' Commerce and MamifaBures. - 

. Some eftimate may be formed of the fiibjeft in the^ 
foregoing daufe, by the following return of thf taps*. 
Unty of the (everal bleach-greens of the county; but it 
muft be obl(^ed| if,' of the webs which are finifhed' 
here^ many are purchaied In fordgn markets, much more 
of the webs of th|s couht/s manufacture arc alfo 
purchaied b^ other bleachers. 
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THE COUNTY BLEACH-GREBN8. 







Number 9f 


Hobc. 




' Proprutorti wAtVe&died. 


CoottfaV fflirke^ 


1 
Meflirs. Thot. E^rePoipdi .16^000 


Sfo(H 


« 


BrabftzoQ Bnuker; 12^0 


Dtods 


te 




Dittb^ 


• 


Sam* Coiiiiji]^[ha]D, : Aote 


Cteo, 


•• 


Joftpb Browne, ^ 40D0 


IXtto^ 


- 


John Lee, 5000 


Ditto, 


- 


William Spea^, 8000 


Dittos , 


« 


R. Ge9rge|^ . . 4000 


Sjllefliandra, 


- 


J. Beniibn, 10,000 


IXtto, 


- 


A. Pallas, 8000 


Ditto^ 


-" 


Wm^Neal, . 4000 


Ditto, 




J.Sioaoe^ 40C0 



Total pieces, 91,000 

h 
As a coniiderable number of thele pieces are flieet- 

ings, we cannot rate the nhiety^-one thotifand pfieces, 

great and iinall, at left thah 30/. per pie^ and at this 

▼alnadon the elHmate of capital employed, when the 

greens are fall, will appear to be forty-five thonland 

five hundred pounds. 

The prindpal grievance, which yet opprefles the 

trade, is the high rate of difcount between fpede and 

bank 
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bank noieffj ^m ilds ^niXt, of catafc, tbcftr find its 
^imbCmt: nor is It a ibconiary canfe of ^; fina}! demand 
for ovr linen in foxtign markets^ tliat fo much tnifchief 
has been done to webs in the bleaching by fome 
qnac^g practitioners in chemiftry, who Ihonld be well 
experienced in that art, before a regular; and approved 
lyfiem^ which h^ Succeeded in ^ due courfe of dme 
in the. procefs of whitemiig odr linens, fhonld. be 
inn6Tated by new modes, which are haftily adopted 
from their quick Operation, land which lor faid realbn 
Ihould above aU others be moft fufpef^eci 
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Sect. 3. Table of Tovm and rUlaga. 



BARONIES. 



\ Tulla^ha, 



Tbllaghonohb. 



C3oQmoghao, 



Lcnghteci 



Cstftleraghan, 



CloQcheC) 



TuUaghgarvy, 



TOWNS. 

Ballyconaellj 
M.P.3. 



KillefWidfa^ 

: M. p. 3- 

Crofsdoneyi 



Ballyhaife, M. 

Beltarbet^. 

MP. 3. 
Cavan^M.P.ti. 

Virginia, 
Ballyjapcsdoff, 



Bailyborough^ 
M.P.6. . 
Kiog's-courCyM. 
Sbercock^ M. 

Cpotc-hUl, 
M.P.6; 



riLLAOES. 

BallymagowraOi 

Bawnboy^ 

Derryolio^ 

Latgy^ 

SwanliDgbar^ 

Woodford, 

Arvagh, 
Bjlmorc, 
Scraba, 

BaiUnanaghy 

Balliatemple, 

Kilgolah, 

Kilnaleck, 

Mounc-Nu^ent) 

Arghill,. 
B^llinacarig, 
Batler's-bridge» 
Stradone, 

Daly's-bridgej^ 

KiU, 

Mullogh, 

MviF, 
WiltQwn, 



Ballinacargy, 

Red-hills, 

TuUyvin. 



M dejiotcs a market^-P a poft-tbwn* ^nd the figure marki 
the Dumber of days, on which the poft comes ia from Dublin* 

Sect. 
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StcnoM 4, 



Aiphahftical Lifi of Fairs. 



Arv^gh (^5tlv March) (iftMay) (8th June) (ill ^or-X 
Bailyborough (17th Feb.) (17th May) (15th June) (17th 

. Aug.) )HthOa.) (17 Nov.) 
Ballyconoell (13th Feb.) (17th March), (i 6th Mly) (24th 

June) (29th July) 29th Sep.) (25th Od.) (3d Dec.) , 
BaUyhaife. (ift March) (i8th May) (13th July) {loix 

Aug.) (6th Nov.) (13th Dec). 
B^dlybaand (aift May) (7th June> 
BaUyjames^uff (7th May) i7th July) 26th pa.)'(2ift Dec.) 
Ballymagowran (23dFeb.) (23d May) (12th Aug;.) (4th Odl.) 

. (22nd Nov.) 
Ballpacarrig (12th Feb.) (12th May) (6th Aug.] (aaod 

Nov.) ^ 

Ballynagh (24th ^arch) (loth April) (5th June) (5th Au^.^ 

(3dOd.) (21ft Dec.) 
Bekurhct (loth Feb.) (aifi May) (12th June) '(21ft Jalj) 
(4th Sep.) 17th Nov.) 

■ Race (1 7th May) (3d June). 
Cavan (ift Feb.) (14th May) (14th Aug.) (25th Sep.) 

1 2th Nov.) 
Cootehill (i 2th March) (9th June) (12th Sep.) (6ch Dec.) 

Crafi- 
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CnAdoatj (5th April) (27th May) (26th Aag.) 17th Nor.) 
l>oobaUy (16th May) (15th Aug.) 
^8^7 (5th Feb.) (ft5ti^1A7>i[sdAng.) jt^NoT.) 
Kilgola^i (17th Jan.) (17th Muxk) (26th April) (27th 

Not.) 
Killfihandra (28th March) (22nd June) (24th Aug.) (8th 

I?dt.) 
Kilniilfrk (2d Feb.) (13th May) (nth June) (iQth Aug.) . 

(ift Nov.) (17th Dec.) 
King's Court (23d M^ty) (i8th jun^p) (ift Aug.) (19th 

Sep.) (8th Nov.) (4th and 24th Dec.) 
Lazgy (22nd May) 22nd July) (22nd Sep.) (19th NoV.) 
Kfount^Nu^t (ift June) (21a Oa.) 
Muff (i 2th Aug.) 

RedhilU (lAjan.) (241^ May) (24th Jily) 24Jth Oa.) 
Scraby (tothFeb.) (i^thK^y) (ift Auf.) (nth Dec.^ 
^Shoncock (i6th M^) (*d June). 
Stiadone (23d March) (24th June) (i6tli Aug.) (i 6th 

O^.) ( 1 8th Dec!) 
SwanUngb^ (ift Feb.) (30th Marqh) (12th April) (18th 
May) (9th June) (27th July) (isth Oa.) (27th Nov.) 
; (2.1ft Dec.) . 
Tullyvin (9th March) (4th May) (5th July) (2i5th Aug.) 

(1,1th Dec.) 
Vui^iniatii^ April) (9th July) (23^ Sep.) (21ft Nov) 
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SiKcnoN 5^ 
ALPHABETICAL LIST . 

or TM 

PRINCIPAL LANDED PROPRIETORS, 

ADAMS, Cofby Efii. 

, James Elij. 
-— — , 0*Rcily Efiiv 

r -, Rev. Allen Noble 

-: ^ Rev. Benjamin 



-, Stewart Efq, 



Annefley» Rev/Dcao 

^, ^ — , Right Hon. E^I of 

Armftrong, — — * EiSj/ 

BAEXR, John Efl|« 

—y Robert Eiq. 

Barry^ Colonel John 
— i-, Tbomas; EJq. . 

Batterfby, ^ Elq. 

Bell^ Andrew Efq. 
- — f Richard Efq. 
Benifbn, John Efq. 
Berry, TTiTlmas Efq. 
Betty, William, Efq. 



Blackwood 
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CHAB XV. 



FARMING SOCIETY. 



THERE had not been any farming fbctety in Cavan, 
at the time I was colle£biogthe materials for this furvey; 
however I now Iparn^ that a (bciety is efiabliftied at 
Bawnboy, of which Mr. Sneyd is prefidcnt, who reprc- 
ients the county. 

So important are the advantages refulting from the 
meetings and communications of experimental and ju- 
dicious farmers^ that they fliould meet every encourage- 
ment No part of Cavan is lefs engaged in manufac- 
ture^ than the vicinity of the members of thb new 
ibdety; nor are there any lands fo favourably difpoied 
for improvement^ if we confider the fmall rents^ and the 
valuable change, which is wrought on the foil of this 
billy re^on by, a fmall application of lime^^ and a little 
perfevering induftry. The encouragement now held 
out by the farming fociety of Ireland^ to the minor efta- 
blilhments, will be doubtlefs no fmall incentive to us to 
cultivate our lands, and bring, into immediate profit 
thofe valuable refources, which have lain too long ne- 
u glcfted. 
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glefted, though poflcffing capabilides enough to procure 
true wealth aad indepeadence. 

The udlity and important benefits, which refult from 
the. correipondence with ibdeties of agricultorey are 
dear, becaufe by their different reports bf (oil our 
theory b perfeft agaioA the time, when we (hall have 
occafion to put into praftice the knowledge we have 
acquired from their communicadons ; for, although the 
firft principles of agriculture will hold good in every 
country, yet the true methods of their application muft 
vary, accor^g to the nature of the foiL The more ez« 
ten£ve are thole fbdedes, the greater knowledge vrill 
be acquired, and the more rapidly it will be diffuied* 
Vain indeed would be the exerdons ofthe experimental 
farmer, and ufelels would be the valuable traAs of hu& 
\^andry, which are offered to the public>if a general and 
laudable fpirit of emuladon in the culture of our lands, 
and in the improvement of pur ftock, did not almost 
tiniverfally prevail, which the wife and qnBghtene^ 
government lb meritorioufly encourages, and which^ that 
their example may be more effeftual, are almoft indi^ 
vidually and extenfively engagedln. 

Under fuch^iufpices, agriculture muft flourffli, fdence 
muft bf enlarged, and the lethargy, which too Jong fealed 
up our ideas, of this moft important of all concerns, is 
at length difpelled; and in the happy hours of returning 
peace we muft expeft, that the legal bonds and reftric- 

dons 
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dons, vrhich have hitherto preferved all thofe abfurd and 
ridiculous cuftoms, to which we have too fondly been 
attached, and which have too long opprefTed the ferti- 
lity of our (oil, will g^ve way to the real interefts of the 
nation, which are and ever will be infeparably inter- 
woven with th& profperity of her hufbandry. 



u a CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

CONCLUSION. 

FROM the negleA of the valuable and exteofive 
trafts^ which now deierve no better dUBnAion than in- 
hofpitabie, unpopulated, and barren waftes, this county 
does not raife corn fufficient for its own fupply, though 
the foil is capable of fo high improvement, as to 3^eld 
full one-third greater produce. 

Nor would it be an unfair calculation to aflerti that 
the rentals might be fuHy increafed in the fame propor- 
tion, if the fpirit of induftry, which muft firft fpring 
from the landlords themfelves, would more generally 
prevail: until their example leads the way, fuch an al- 
teration might be dangerous to the manufafture, and 
particularly fo to the proprietor. The great misfor- 
tune to this county is, that nature has demed that re- 
vigorating manure of lime, which fo powerfully changes 
the foil} a navigation only could fupply a fuificiency on 
eafy terms. 

Flax culture is miferabiy followed; draining is total- 
ly neglected: a little attention to indofures, which (hew 
fo little care, is now particularly required ; nor (hould 
the better repairs of the county roads be a fecondary 

confideration. 

' I now 
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I now beg leave to make my 1^ acknowledgments 
CO the gentlemen of this county, who have fo kindly 
affifted me with thdr intelligent and polite commnnica- 
tioQs, and with every wiih for the profperity of this 
county^ 

I have the honour to be, 

Thdr moft obedient. 

And very humble fervant, 
CHARLES COOTE- 
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Refennces to nnd Eftplofiatwfu rf the Rev. Mr. Cool/j 
ntwtf ia^rowd patent Drill Matbine. * 

The faperior merits of the prefent improved machioe» 
compared ^th the old oQe» confift 

ijl. Id the wheels (B. B. fig. i.) being (b large, that 
the madune can travel on any road without trouble, 
or danger of breaking; alfo from the farm to the field, 
&c. vitboQt taking to pieces $ requiring only half the 
draught which the old machine requires. 

2dly. In the coulter beam (C. C. fig. i, with all the 
coulters) moving with great eale to the right or left, 
on a prindple of the pentagraph, by which means the 
drills nuy be made ftndt; and where lands or ridges 
are made four feet and a half, or nine feet and a half 
vdde, the horle may always go in the furrow, widioot 
fetdng a foot on land, either in drilling or horie-hoeing.. 

2dly. In the feed fnpplying itfelf regularly, without 
any attention, from the upper to the lower boxes, as it 
is diftributed. 

4fhly. In lifting the pin M on the coulter beam to a 
hook L on the axis of the wheels ; by which means the 
coulters are kept out of the ground at the end of the 
land, without (he leaft labour or fatigue to the perfbn, 
who attends the machine. 

• For Plate, See Page 224. 
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gtily. In going np or down fteep hills, the leed-box 
is elevated or deprefled accordingly, fo as to render the 
diftribution of the feed regnlar $ and the ieed. being co- 
vered by a lidy is fcreened from wind or rain. 

Thefe are fome of the advantages appertaining to the 
above improved drill; which, thongH con£derabIe in 
the procefs of drilling, ace as nothing, compared with 
jthoie, which arife from the nfe* of the horie-hoe; of 
which it fpay Juffice to fay, that from eight to tejx acres 
are commonly hoed in one day, witl^ one man, a boy, 
and a horfe, at the tfifling expenqe of Hi^ p^nce or eight 
pence an acre, in a ftyle far fuperior tp, and more ef- 
fe£bual| than any ^and-hoeing whatever i alfb perform- 
ed at times and feafons when it is iippoffi^e for th^ 
band-hoe to be uied at ali. 
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Further Cm/Ueraiions on the State of the Poor. • 

• AMQNG the Tarions fubjeAs, which have been 
coafidered^ I feel it aeceflary to fay a few: words more 
<m the moft important concern of aU| which is the 
condition of the poor ; for it will require little thdugfat 
'to convince us, that the wealth, the happinefs, and the 
peace of the nation, muft depend on an amelioradon vf 
their truly deplorable flate. 

. Too little indeed have their miieries occupied our 
attention, than which ^o grievance more partkukrly 
requires redrels, as well on the icore of fonnd poficy^ 
as in obe<fience to the dtAates of hnmanity* 

I ihall venture a little reafoning on thisfubje£t, and 
endeavour to fliew, how much it is the intereft of die 
community in general, as well as of the landed prtfri- 
eter in .pardcvlar, to hpartily engage in fo important a 
concern ; for (brely the welfare of that daft of people 
ought to be confidered, wbofe LAour and^ indu/hy art 
our main dependence ^ and wbofe comforts tn/urefeace^ fr$^ 
J^irityy and content at home. 

From 
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From our preieat dole coonection iridi the fifter 
eoantry, thdr intereftt are now deeply interwovcQ with 
oorty and we ftiall doobtleft ibbn fee their eameft exer* 
lioiu ibr the improvement and dvilizadon of Ireland; 
' and it cannot be denied^ that the preliminary ftep mnft 
be the correAion of the greateft nmfimce, which furely 
U the bnhappy fitoadon of the poor. 

I ihall be very brief in ihefe remarka, wUdi with 
great zeal and diffidence I venture to offer, nor will I 
^kttempt a particular recmpltoladoa of fiirrowa; fach a 
melancholy pidure ^onid only lenre aa a national re^ 
proach, for I do n^t bere^confiiie myfelf to any parting 
<nlar placc^ but aUude to the concHtioo of the poor 
Ibronghoot Ireland : I ihall only fay, in bchokfing their 
poferty .we fwett the magnitude of our own neglefti in 
not having long fince redrefled it. 

It 18 evident that we cither had not the means of 
affofc&ig this rcdrefsi or that we have been cmelly 
deflif td the calls^of humanity. 

The former tbcfia vnXL not be eafily demonftrated, 
.and .aa the latter will hardly meet inveflSgation, let it» 
in charity, be obfcnred in the <hade of that policy, 
which we mnft refort to ; for the cridcal^ moment is 
arrived^ when we are obliged, for onr own particular 
intesofV^ to adopt meaftrea^ for the reUef and d^liza^ 
tion Jt the poor, or conlign the talk imo the hands of 
% BritiOi kpllatnre, who will feel the imperiooa^neoeC- 
fity of enafHng poor rates, and in their formation may 

juftly 
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luftly retort as leyerely on the riqh, as tbej hvft hi- 
therto Oiewii a fppincqeis towards fucb a laudable infiU 
ttttioo. la England^ this faliuary meafure has become 
a leriotts bortheiij by the admiffioo and fii£Ecraocfe of 
abii£es i we have the advantage 6F difiingoilhjag tholb 
evils in the formation of wr poor iawsj and of Aeering 
clear of them \ and without a hearty co-operation o£ 
the wealthy and induftrions part of the community, to 
work pot and fupport a fit and proper eftablUbment^ 
all thofe evils and borthens would alfo gradually creqi 
in upon us. 

As I truft the importance of this meafure already 
occupies a good deal of attention^ ib various methods 
or plans muft be in contemplation; but I think the lead- 
ing ftep to its accomplMhment might bej by the.lc^ 
flature invefting grand juries with power to levy a fam 
of money for the commencement of the bufinefs ; it 
vould moft probably be fuccefsful, if all individnal 
emolumoity or, in other words, \£ jobbing was Readily, 
banilhed in the formation of the fyftem^ and a certain 
fmall levy on every capable perfon of the community^ 
(within certun ages) would be a very fair niode of 
afleflinent to complete the fund. I very earneftly re- 
commend a ferious perufal of Mr. Pew's advice* on 
this fubjeA, from which fuffictent bints might be col« 
kfied to form a plan truly eifeAive, without being at 
all burthenfome or partial to any dais of people. 

The 

* See page 53 id this booL 
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Hie wages of the pealant are not in a fair propor-* 
tion to the increaied value add riie on the produce cf 
the land ; on a judicious reform fa this particular much 
depends, and, it (hould be attempted with great caudon; 
for, although a very coftfiderable increaie is requifite, 
yet it fliould be gradual and progrfeffivc*, for if too libe- 
rally and too fuddenly extended, it will certainly have a 
contrary tendency, and only Increafe his diflblute man- 
ners, which might enable, him to be lavifh in difEpation, 
of courfe encourage idtenefs, and would ultimately in- 
jure more than relieve his wife and children. 

The beft means might be gradually efPefted by ui- 
creafing his wages by a little, and let him not toubh 
that increafe, which (hould be handed over to the col- 
Ie£h>r by his employer, and have as little as po/Eble to 
do with parifli officers. To depend on thefc gentry, 
•as in England, is a miferable refource^ or to fufTer the 
inhuman praAice of farming out the poor, would be 
only adopting greater evils, to correft a comparatively 
lefler one ; and I believe it would be better for the 
community at large in that country, to have thelc poor 
laws totally repealed, and depend on a general regular 
contribution for their fupport, than to allow a continu- 
ation of the abuies, which have crept in, and have now 
eflabliflied a legal impofidon of greater burthen by far 
than tithes and many other taxes added together. The 
idea of farming out the poor is a reproach (o a nadoiit 

the 
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die bafe of whoft conftkution is freedojn, and it U no 
lefs a diigracc to hamaoity* 

Let not the expoQtioQ of evils in a fyftem, which 
was founded in charity, be pleaded as a bugbear to the 
eflablifluneot of a fipiilar pi^p, no lefs merciful thao 
politic; the magnitude of thefe evils is fo confpicuousy 
that ihey can be avoided^ and the bafis of the new fy£* 
tern Ihould be general and impartial contributiony fo that 
every individual in the community, capable of employ- 
ment, ihould be obliged to fubfcribe a certain weekly 
fum towards that fund, which would then become their 
own property, and to which they would have a kgal 
claim in the hour of diftrefs. 

It requires but very little coniideraticHi to know, that 
the wages of the peaiaatry are inadequate to their fup- 
port — ^how frequently may we fee a poor labourer^ 
mth five, or fix, or more children, who with his wife 
are entirely dependent on the miferable pittance of 
from fix pence to ten peace a day, out of which every 
article of life muft be procured, his wife being occupied 
in the care of fo numerous an infant family ? It is then 
on him alone they all depend; and are his utmoft ezer« 
tions in the time of health adequate to procure them 
food? But, (hould ficknefs Overtake him, how truly 
deplorable is the fituation of that wretched family, who 
muft either beg or fteal for a miferable exiftcnce ? for 
the boafted conftitudon of this country affords ttiem no 
protection. The affliAed father is too poor to contract 

debts, 
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d^bls^ whtcb It is impofflble he Ihould be able to re- 
pay; hence the Ibnrce of rebeliioD and dilcdatent; 
hence raged the ffiadia (of emigration ; hence it U, that 
the children of the peafent, wMch are hi other coun- 
tries his wealth, are Ms Incombrance in this ; and 
hence it is, that our great population is the iburce of 
oar national porerty. ^ 

Let it not be aflerted, that the national pride would 
refift the benefits, which might be derived from this 
ialutary propoied meafure; I know that the peafants* 
of Ireland have a commendable pride, and that many 
of them would fuHer the moft poignant diftrefs, rather 
than be indebted for thdr relief to charitable inftitu- 
tions ; but in their applications to an eftabfifhment, 
whole funds are fupported by their own contributions, 
there could be nothing derogatory to their pride, sLtid 
' diey only refort to the general ftock purfe in the day 
€»f want. 

It is by the adoption of fuch a plan, that the prefent 
iuien^le IHuation of the induflrions peafant would be 
made truly comfortable; every clafs of the community 
would foon be pleafed, that there was an obligation on 
them to contribute to the general fnpport; for the 
^utary efTeJts of the meafure would be quickly felt, 
and gratefully acknowledged. 

Nor would the colleftion of thele fums be any 

troubleibme matter, nor fcarce any expenfe attending 

the eftabliihment ; one officer to each parifh would be 

\ quite 
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quite fiiffideat, and the perfon, who gives the employ, 
meat, ought to be empowered to ftop the weekly pro- 
portion of etch . perfon's wage9» which (hould be 
handed to the treafliter, who would give fecurity for 
the trnft, and pay iotereft for the money remaining in 
his hands. A coomiittee of the parifliioners fliould be 
chofett at regllar periods, to infpeft the funds and diH 
bnrftmeiltB, which (hoaM be reported every meeting. 

Let us now confider the happy change, which fnch 
an infttCadon yonld Voon efFeft $ let us behold the pea^ 
fillit, after his daily labour, returnibg to his comfortable 
fire-fide, and enjoying the cheerful .countenances of hid 
baj^y family ; he feels his home now endeared to him, 
which was lately the feat of ficknefe and Iqualid po- 
verty ; ^en thus the necefl5iri«» of life ife Applied, 
and the fweets of comfort and independence tafted, 
dvilization will rapidly follow with commendable ettu* 
latbn, and that ignorant and grofs fnperftition, which 
is now the idol of the poor, will fall before the light 
of rtalbn, which will fbon prevail even with the chil- 
dren of the preient generation ; for it cannot be denied, 
that the love of learning is one of the ftrongeft features 
in the national character. 

Independent of the pleafing feelings refuldng from 
fiich an inftitndon, as would better the condidon qf our 
fellow-creatures, we will find aUb our beft policy to 
adopt it, by doing away the neceffity of perhaps a mone 
rig^d fyftem, the burthen of which may fall endrely on 

one 
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ODC clafs; for that fbmethin^ miift be done yrtxj 
Ipccdily, is fdf evident. .^ 

I DOW fubmit my imperfeA id^ on this fubje£t| and 
would only suggeft the propriet^f county meetings, 
to take the matter into serious coniideration, and to 
iaftruA tbdr repreientatiires to apply to parliament for 
their aid, towards the atuinment of fo great sgid im* 
poctant a concern ; and whaph ai&ftance will be fnrely ; 
granted. In our reduced reprefentadon, and in the 
happy, hour of returning peace, there is lefs of jpolitics 
to agitate us ; let us therefore beftow fome attention • 
on our internal maladies ; how far conffitutional it may 
be to propofe tefls to the candidates at ek£Uons for 
fup|>ordng popular meafures, I do not prefume to fay^ 
but if ercr a tcft was excu^ble, it w furdy in fo hu- 
mane and necelTary a caufe, as the emandpatloxi of the 
poor: I truft it would find no oppofition, as it would 
doidnlefs meet the views of every candidate, who is 
warmed by that patriotifm, which he is ambitious to 
have the power of cultivating, and of every gentleman, 
who is zealous in the cauie of humanity, which in this 
ilUlance his co-operation would truly ferve. . 
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